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OM^.' ... 

IN PARADISUM AMISSAM 

7 H A N N I S M I L r O N I. 

OUI legis Amiflam Paradifun], grandia magni 
Carmina Miltoni, quid nifi cunj^a legis ? 
Res cun£las, & cundahim priir ~rdia renim, 

Et fata, & fines contihet ittvliber. 
Intim'a |>an^uhtur xhagni penetralia mundi, 
Scribitur & totb quicquid in orbe latet-: 
Terraeque, tra£hiique maris, coeluinque profuhdum» 
Sulphtireumque Erebi, fiamnilvomumque fpecus : 
•Quseque colunt ten*as, ponttunque^ Zc Tartara caeca^ 

Quaeque colunt furarai lucida regna poli : 
Et quodcunque ullis cohclufum eft finibus urquain> 

£t fine fine Chaos, & fine fine Deus : 
Et fine fine magis, fi quid magis eft fine fine^ 
In Chrifto erga homines conciliatus amor. 
Haec qui fperaret quis crederet efle futura ? 
Et tamen hsc hodie terra firit^nna legit. 
O quantos in bella duces ! quae protulit armal 
Quae canit, & quanta prselia dira tuba ! 
- 'Cceleftes acies^! atque in certamine coelum! 

Et quae coeleftes pugna deceret agros ! 
; 'Quantus in aethei*eis tollit fe Lucifer armis ! 
Atque ipfo graditur vix Michaele minor! 
' -Quantis, & quam funeftis concurritur ins, 
Dum ferus hlc ftellas protegit, ille rapit ! 
Vol.. I. A Dufa 
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Dum vulfos montes ceu tela reciproca torquest^ 

Et non mortali defup^r igne pluimt : 
Stat dubius cui fe parti concedat OlynipuSy 

£t metuit pugnx non AiperefTe fuae. 
At fimul in coelis MeiHae infignia fulgent, 

£t curnis animes, armaque digna Deo, 
ftorrendumque rotae ftrident, et faeva rotarum 

Erumpunt torvis fulgura luminibus, 
Et flammae vibrant, Sc vera tonitnia rauco 

AdmifHs flammis infonuere polo : 
Excidit attonitis mens omnis> 8c impetus omnis, 

Et caflis dextris irrita tela cadunt; 
Ad poenas fugiunt, & ceu foret Orcus afyium^ 

Infernis certant condere fe tenebris, 
Cedite Romani Scnptores, cedite Graii, 

Et quos fama recens vel celebravit anus. 
Haec quicunque leget tantum ceciniffe putabit 

Maeonidem ranas, Virgilium culices. 

Samuel Barrow, M, D. 

ON PARADISE LOST. 

WHE N I beheld the Poet blind, yet bold, 
Jn (lender book his vafl defign unfold, 
Mefliah crown'd, God's reconcird decree. 
Rebelling Angels, the forbidden tree, 
Heaven, Hell, Earth, Chaos, all ; the argument . 
Held me a while mifdoubting his intent, ^ 

That he would ruin (for I faw him ftrong) jf^ 

The facred truths to fable and old fong, p 

{So Sampfpn gropM the templets pofts in fpite) 
T2iff world o'erwbclming to revenge his fight. 

Yet 
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Yd u I ready ftill growing left leve^ 
I lik*d his proje£V> the fuccefs did fear ; 
Through that wide field how he his way (hould Aad^ 
0*er which lame faith leads underftanding blind | 
Left he perplekM the things he would explain. 
And what was eafy he ilunild render vain. 

Or if a work fo infinite he fpann'di 
Jealous I was that fome lefs ikilful hand 
(Such as difquiet always what is well, \ 

And by ill imitating would excel) 
Might hence prefume the whole creation*s day 
To change in fcenes, and (how it in a play. 

Pardon me» mighty Poet; nor defpife 
My caufelefs, yet not impious, furmife. 
But I am now conyincM, and none will dare 
Within thy labours to pretend a ihare. 
Thou haft not mifsM one thought that could be fit. 
And all that was improper doft omit : 
So that no room is here for writers left. 
But to detedt their ignorance or theft. 

That majefty which through thy work doth reign. 
Draws the devout, deterring the profane. 
And things divine thou treat'ft of in fuch ftate 
As them preferves, and thee, inviolate. 
At once delight and horror on us feize. 
Thou fing^ft with fo much gravity and eafe ; 
' nd above human flight doft foar aloft 
/ith plume fo ftrong, fo equal, and fo foft. 
The bird namM from that Paradife jrou fing 
So never*fiags, but always keeps on wing. 

A % Wbei« 
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Where coraliift t&oii i^wdt cf flicft aeoa^aft fiftdl 
"Whence furniih 6M iL vaft expenee of fannd^ 
Juft Hed^vcathee^ Me Tireftas^ to rebuke 
Rewanb ^th jlrophcejr ^7 left df Agbt. 

Well migln'ft theu Teorn diy readet^ M allare 
With tinkling rhynle, of thy owb ibnfe feciirei 
While the town-bays wHtet i^l the while and (]pell% 
And like a patk-horTe tires withotit his heUs t 
Tlyir fancies like our Iniihy-points appeari 
Tie poets tag them, we for faflkien wear. 
I too, tranfpoFted by the mode, offend, 
j\nd while I meant to praife thee muft commend* 
Thy verfe created like thy theme fublime, 
^Number, weighty and meafure, needs not rhyme, 

Anpilew Martel^;* 

To Mr. JOUU UltrO^, 
On his t^oem entitled PARADISE LOST. 

OThoul the wonder of the. prefentage. 
An age immerft in luxury and vice $ 
A race of trlflers-) who can relifh naught 
But the gay ifiue of an idle brain : 
•How coi»klft thott hope to pleaie this tinftl ract? 
Though blind, yet with the penetrating -eye 
Of intellectual light thou doft farvey 
The labyrinA perj^exM of Hearen^s decrees^ 
And with a qutfl, plvick'd from an anger* wtn|^ 
Dipt in the fount that la;ire8 ^' etemaS throne. 
Trace the dark path* 6f pTdYidtaoe divine^ 
'' u^dJuAJfy the waya of G#d<te Man." 

■J F. C. i689. 
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THE VERSE. 



THE meafure is Engliih heroic verfe without 
rhyme, as that of Homer in Greek, and of 
Virgil in Latin ; rhyme being no neceiTary adju%£l 
or true ornament of poem or good verfe, in longer 
works efpecially, but the invention of a barbarous 
age, to fet off wretched matter and lame meter; 
graced indeed iince by the ufe of fome famous 
modern poets, carried away by cuftom, but much 
to their own vexation, hindrance, and conftraint 
to exprefs many things otherwife, and for the 
mod part worfe than elfe they would have exprefTed 
them. Not without caufe therefore fome both 
Italian and Spaniih poets of prime note have re- 
jected rhyme both in longer and ihortcr works, as 
have alfo long flnce our bed Englifh tragedies, as 
a thing of itfelf, to all judicious ears, trivial and 
of no true muiical delight; which confifls only in 
apt numbers, fit quantity of fyllables, and the 
fenfe varioufly drawn out from one verfe into ano- 
ther, not in the jingling found of like endings, a 
fault avoided by the learned Ancients both in 
poetry and all good oratory. This neglect then 
Vol. I. 3 of 
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of rhyme fo little is to be taken for a defe^^ though 
it may feem fo perhaps to vulgar readers, that it 
rather is ta be ^ft^emed an example fet» the firft 
• in Engliib, of ancient liberty recovered to heroic 
poem» from the troublefome and modem bondage 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

This firft Book propofes, firft in bnef, the whole fub- 
je6^9 Man^s difobediencey and the lofs therexipon of 
raradife wherein he was placM : Then touches the 
prime caufe of his fall, the Serpent, or rather Satan 
in the ferpent ; who revolting from God, and draw- 
ing to his fide many legions of Angels, was by the 
command of God driven out of Heaven with all his 
erew into the great deep. . Which a6Uon pafsM over, 
the poem haftes into the midft of things, prefenting 
Satan with his Angels now falling into Hell, defcribM 
here, not in the center (for Heaven and Earth may 
be fupposM as yet not ma4e, certainly not yet nc- 
ciirsM) but in a place of utter darkaefs, fitlieft callM 
Chaos: Here Satan with his Angels lying on the 
burning lake, thunder-ftruck and aftoniih'd, after 
a certain fpace recovers, as from confufion, calls up 
him who next in order and dignity lay by him ; they 
confer of their miferable fall. Satan awakens all 
his legions, who lay till then in the fame manner 
confounded : They rife, their numbers, array of 
battel, their chief leaders namM, according to the 
idols known afterwards in Canaan and the countries 
adjoining. To thefe Satan directs his fpeech, com- 
forts them with hope yet of regaining Heaven, but 
tells them laftly of a new world and new kind of 
creature to be created, according to an ancient pro- 
phecy or report in Heaven; for that Angels were 
long before this vifible creation, was the opinion of 
many ancient Fathers. To find out the truth of this 
prophecy, and what to determin thereon, he refers 
to a full council. What his aiTociates thence at- 
tempt. Pandemonium the palace of Satan rifes, 
fuddenly built out of the deep : TJxe infernal peen 
there fit in council. 
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BOOK L 

OF Man's firftxlifobedience, and the fruit 
Of tliat forbidden tree, whofe mortal tafte 
Brought death into die world, and all our woCj^ 
With lofe of Eden, till one greater Man 
Heftore us, and regain the blifsful feat. 
Sing, heav'nly Mufe, that on the fecret top 
Of Ovthf or of Sinai, didft infpire 
That /hepherd, who firft taught the chofen feed. 
In the beginning how the Heav'ns and Earth 
Rofe out of Chaos : Or if Sion hill 
Delight thee more, and Siloa^s brook that flowM 
Faft by the oracle of God 5 I thence 
Invoke thy aid to my adventrous fong. 
That with no middle flight intends to foar 
Above th^ Aonian mount, while it purfues 
Things unattempted yet in profe or rhyme. 
And chiefly Thou, O Spi'rit, that doft prefer 
Before all temples th' upright heart and pure, 
Inftrua me, for Thou know'ft j Thou from the firft 
Waft prefent, and with mighty wings outfpread 
Dove-like fatft brooding on the vaft abyfs. 
And mad*ft it pregnant : what in me is dark 

B 3 lUutava^ 
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lUnmin, what is low laiie and fupport ; 
That to the height of this great argument 
I may aflert ^tcnol Provi je^cei^ 
And juftify the ways of God to Men. 

Say firfty for Heaven hides nothing from thy view. 
Nor the deep trafl of Hell, fay difi what caufe 
MovM our grand parents, in that happy ftate» 
FavorM of Heav'n fo highly, to fall off 
From thdr drnAofa and tiranfgrefs hb witl 
For ont i^ibaintf lords of tb« world hefidm ? 
Who fij^ iedttc'd thsm to that fnd revok ? 
Th* infernal Serpent ; he it was^ whofe guile, 
Stii^M up with envy and revenge^ deceived 
The mc^hef of mankind, what time his pride 
Had caft him out from Heaven, with all h%» X^ft 
Of rebel Angels > by whoJC^ aid afpiri^yg 
To iet hiraCelf in glory^ above his peers. 
He trufted to have equalM the moft High,. 
If he f pposM f and with ambitious aim 
Againft the throne and monarchy of God 
RaisM impious war in Heaven and ba;ttel proud 
With vain attempt. Him the almighty Ppwer 
Hurl'd headlong flaming from th' ethereal iky. 
With hideous ruin and combu^on, dowa 
To bottomlefs perdition, there to dwell 
In adamantin chains and penal Are, 
Ayho durfl: defy th' Omnipotent to arms. 
Nine times the fpace that meafures d^y ai)d night 
71c? morta) mcn^ ho with his honid crew 
-^a/- vanqui/h'd, rolVm^ in the fiery gulf, 
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Confounded though immortal t But his doom 
Referv'd Kim to more wrath ; for now the thought 
Both of loft happinefs and lafting pain 
Torments him j round he throws his baleful eyes^ 
That witnefs^d huge affliaion and difVnay 
MixM with obdurate pride and &£d£a£t hate t 
At once^ as far as Angels ken» be views 
The diimad iituation wafte and wild ; 
A dungeon horrible on all fidts round 
As one gres^ furnace flam'd» y^ €fom thofe flames 
No light, but rather darknefs riiible 
ServM only to difcorer figl^ of woc^ 
Regions of foiTow, doleful fhades, where peace 
And reft can never dwell, hope neter conies 
That comes to all ; but torture wkbout end 
Still lu-gesy and a fiery deloge, fed 
With ever-burning fulphur uncofiAraiM s 
Such place eternal Juftice had; pvepar^d 
For thofe rebellious, here tbeir pri^'on ordained 
In utter darkilei«y and their portaon fet 
As far removed from^ God and Hgjht of Heav*n, 
As from the center thrice to th^ titmoft pok. 
O how tmlUce the pboe f roih whence they fell ! 
There the compaaions of his ftdh^ o'lsrwhilm^d 
With floods and whirlwinds of tempeftuou» flfOy 
He foon difcems,. and welt'riiigf by his fide 
One next himfelf in pow'r, and next in crime^ 
Long after known in Pale(Hne, and namM' 
Beelzebub. To whom th' Arch-Eneray, 
And thence i» Heav'n call'd Satan, with bold words 
B 4 Breaking 



» PARADISE LOST. Book L 

Breaking the horrid filence thus began. 

If thou beeft he ; but O how fall'n ! how changed 
From him, who in the happy realms of light 
ClothM with tranfcendent brightnefs didft outihine 
Myriads though bright 1 If he whom mutual leagtfi. 
United thoughts and counfels, equal hope 
And hazard in the glorious enterprife, 
Join'd with me once, now mifery hath join'd 
In equal ru'*in : into what pit thou feeft 
From what highth fall'n, fo much the ftrongcr provM • 
He with his thunder : and till then who knew 
The force of thofe dire arms ? yet not for thofe. 
Nor what the potent vi£lor in his rage 
Can elfe infli6^, do I repent or change. 
Though changed in outward luftre, that fix'd mindy . 
And high difdain from fenfe of injurM merit. 
That with the Mightieft raisM me to contend, 
And to the fierce contention brought along 
Innumerable force of Spirits arm'd. 
That durft diflike his reign, and me preferring^ 
His utmoft pow'r with adverfe pow'r opposed 
In dubious battel on the plains of Heaven, 
And (hook his throne. What though the field be loft ? 
All is not loft I th^ unconquerable will. 
And ftudy of revenge, immortal hate. 
And courage never to fubmit or yield, 
And what is elfe not to be overcome $ 
That glory never Aiall his wrath or might 
Extort from me. To bow and fue for grace 
^f^'tA /iippUant knee, and deify his power, 

Wkd 
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Who from the terror of this arm fo late 
Doubted his empire $ that were low indeed, • 
That were an ignominy', and ihame beneath 
This downfall j iince by fate the ftrength of Gods 
And this empyreal fubftance cannot fail, 
Since through experience of this great event 
In arms not worfe, in foreiight much advancMy 
We may with more fuccefsful hope refolve 
To wage by force or guile eternal war, 
Irreconcileable to our grand foe, 
Who now triumphs, and in th' excefs of joy 
Sole reigning holds the tyranny of Heaven. 

So fpake th' apoftate Angel, though in pain, 
Vaunting aloud, but racked with deep deipair : 
And him thus anfwerM foon his bold compeer. 

O Prince, O Chief of many throned Powers, 
That led th' imbattePd Seraphim to war 
Under thy conduct, ' and in di^adful deeds 
Fearlefs, indangerM Heav'n's perpetual king. 
And put to proof his high fupremacy. 
Whether upheld by ftrength, or chance, or fate ; 
Too well I fee and rue the dire event. 
That with fad overthrow and foul defeat 
Hath loft us Heaven, and all this mighty hoft 
In horrible deftru6lion laid thus low. 
As far as Gods and heav'nly eflences 
Can pcrifti : for the mind and fpi'rit remains 
Invincible, and vigor foon rctums. 
Though all our glory' extinft, and happy ftate 
Here fwallow'd up in endlefs mifcry. 
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But what if he our eonquYor (whom I now 

Of force believe almighty, fince no lefs 

Than fuch could have o'er-powYM fuch force as ours) 

Haveileftus this our fpi'rit and ftrcngtli entire 

Strongly to fufier and fupport our pains. 

That we may fo fuffice his vengeful ire» 

Or do hjm mightier fervice as his thralis 

By right of war, whato^r his burmefs be. 

Here in the heart of Hell to work in fire. 

Or do his errands in the gloomy deepj 

What can it then avail, though yet we feet 

Strength undiminifli'dy or etesnal being 

To undergo eternal puniikraent ? 

Whereta with ipeedy words th' Arch-Fiend reply'd« 

Fairn Chenib, to be weak is miierable 
Doing or iuffiering : but of this be fore. 
To do ought good never will be our talk* 
But ever to do ill our ible delight. 
As be^ing^ the coa&rary to his high will 
Whom we refift. If then his providence 
Out of our evil (eek to bring forth good. 
Our labor muft be t» pervert that end> 
And out of good ftiU to find means of evil i 
Which oft-times nooy fucceed, fo as perha|>ft 
Shall grieve him, if I fail not, and difturb 
His inmoft counfels fooan their deftin*d aim. 
But fee the. angry vi^or hath recalled 
His minifters of vengeance and purfuit 
Back to the gates of Heav'n i the fulphurous hail 
Shot after us in ^ofWp Q*erb|own hath laid 

Thft 
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The fiery Airge* tkat from the predpioc 

Of Heaven receiT'4 ua falling; and the thiuider» 

Wing'd with red lightaing and impctuona rage» 

Perhaps hath fpent his (hafts* and ceafbs now 

To bellow through the yaft and boundlefs deep. 

Let us not flip th^ oecafioa^ wlRiiiQr ftom. 

Or f^tiate fiuy yield it from eiur foe. 

Seeft thou yon dveary pkiiiy fbrlom and wild^ 

The feat of deiblation^ void of tiglit. 

Save what the Simmering of «h«fe livid 6ames 

Cafls pale and dreadful ? Thither tot ^ Udd 

From off the tolling of thefc fiery \Mhf«», 

There reft» if any reft can haHmw there> 

And re-aflembling our afflifted lowers, 

Confult how we may benctfbfth mok •flfen^ 

Our enemy, onr own loft Ww repair^ 

How overcome tiiis dire calamity. 

What reinforcement vre may gain from hope. 

If not what refoiutbn ^m defpair. 

Thus Salan talking to his neareft mate 
With head up4ift abote the wave, and eyes 
That fparkling blia'dv his other pavts b^d^ 
Prone on the flood, extended long and Urge 
Lay fioting many a rood, in bulk as huge 
As whom the- fables, name of monflrouB Gt€^ 
Titanian, op £arth-bom, that warrM on Jove, 
Briareos or Typhon, whom the den 
By ancient Tarfus held, or that fea^beaft 
Leviathan, which God of all his works. 
Created hugefl ^t fwimth' ocean ftream i 

Him 
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Him haply flumb'ring on the Norway foam 
The pilot of fome fmall night-founderM fkifF 
Deeming fome iland, oft, as fea-men tell. 
With fixed anchor in his (kaly rind 
Moors by his fide under the lee, while night 
Invefts the fea, and wiihed mom delays t 
So ftretch'd out huge in length the Arch-Fiend lay 
ChainM on the burning lake, nor ever thence 
Had ris'n or heavM his head, but that the will 
And high permiffio^ of all-ruling Heaven 
Left him at large to his own dark deflgns» . 
That with reiterated crimes he might 
iHeap on himfelf damnation, while he fought 
Evil to others, and enraged might fee 
How all his malice fervM but to bring forth < 
Infinite goodnefs, grace and mercy ftiown 
JOn Man by him feducM, but on himfelf 
Treble confufion, wrath and vengeance pour'd. 
Forthwith upright he rears from oflr the pool 
His mighty ftature ; on each hand the flames 
Driven backward flope their pointing fpires, and n 
In billows, leave i^th* midft a horrid vale. 
Then with expanded wings he fteers his flight 
Aloft, incumbent on the dufky air 
That felt unufual weight, till on dry land - 
He lights, if it were land that ever bum*d 
With folid, as the lake with liquid fire i 
And fuch appeared in hue, as when the force 
Of fubterranean wind traniports a hill 
Thro from Pclorus, Of the (hatter'd fi4e 
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Of thund'ring ^tna, whofe combuftible 
And fueled entrails thence conceiving fire, 
Sublim'd with mineral fury, aid the winds, 
And leave a finged bottom all involved 
With ftcnch and fmoke : Such refting found the folc 
Of unbleft feet. Him foUowM his next mate. 
Both glorying to have 'fcapM the Stygian flood 
As Godfi, aiid by their own recovered ftrength> 
Not by the fufferance of fupernal Power. 

Is this the region, this the foil, the clime. 
Said then the loft Arch- Angel, this th6 feat 
That we muft change for Heav'n, this mournful gloom 
For that celeftial light? Be* it fo, Gnce he 
Who now is Sovran can difpofe and bid 
What (hall be right : fartheft from him is beft, 
Whom reas'on hath equaled, force hath made fupreme 
Above his equals. Farewell happy fields. 
Where joy for ever dwells : Hail hoiTors, hail 
Infernal world, and thou profoundeft Hell 
Receive thy new pofleflbr; one who brings 
A mind not to be changed by place or time. 
The mind is its own place, and in itfelf 
Can make a Heav'n of Hell, a Hell of Heaven. 
What matter where, if I be ftill the fame. 
And v^tiSit I ihould be, all but lefs than he 
Whom thunder hath made greater ? Here at lead: 
We (hall be free 5 th* Almighty hath not built 
Here for his envy, will not drive us hence : 
Here we may reign fecure, and in my choice 
To reign is worth ambition though in Hell t 

Bettev 



14 PARADISE LOST. Book I. 

Better to reign in Hell, than ferve in Heaven. 
But wherefore let we then our faithful friends^ 
Th* affociates and copartners of our lof»» 
Lie thus aftonifhM on th* oblivious pool. 
And call them not to ihare with us their part 
In this unhappy maniion, or once more 
With rallied arms to try what may be yet 
RegainM in Heav'n, or what more loft in Hell f 

So Satan fpake* and kim Beelzebub 
Thus ajifwerM. Leader of th.ofe armies bright. 
Which but tk* Omnipotent nohe could have foil*d. 
If once they hear- that voice, their livelieft pledge 
Of hope in fears and dangers, heard fo oft 
In worft extremes, and on the perilous edge 
Of battel when it rag'd, in all aHaults 
Their fureft fignal, they will foon refume 
New courage and revive, though now they lie 
Groveling and proftrate on yon lake of fii-e. 
As we ere while, aftounded and amazM, 
No wonder, falVn fuch a pernicious kighth. 

He fcarce.had ceas'd when the fuperior Fiend 
Was moving tow'ard the ihore ^ his ponderous (hield, 
£thereal .temper, mafly, large and round. 
Behind him caftj the broad circumference 
Hung on his ikoulders like the nuxin, rrboft oth 
Throu^ optic glafs the Tufcan artift viewt 
At evening fnom the top of Feible, 
Or in Valdamo, to defcry new lands. 
Rivers or HMuntains in her fpotty g^obe. 
>iJ8 ipear^ to eqwd ^diick the t a lM t yta e 
> ' xiewx 
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Hewn on Monvqpaa halltt to be iIm wmk 
nf fnmr gjrmt iinmini, irrrr hut i ii—iL 
He walked widi to fupport imcafy ftept 
Over the biiniiBg nuuie, not like thc^ jftqw 
On IIea«ai*$ amre, and die toiiid dime 
Smote on kim lera be nd ttj Tinlted widi lif#9 
Nadileft lie ib indnr*d^ tiU on the beKh 
Of that inflamed iea lie Hood, and callVl 
Hb Ic^onty Angd forms, who ky intrancM 
Thick as autumnal leafet that ftrow the braokf 
In Valiombrofat wboc th^ Etnuian Aadca , 
High ovcr^^KhM imhow'r j or featter'd'ftdge 
Aflote» when with fieroe windt Orionaim'd 
HadivexMlhaRad-fieacoiiiw whoftwMpaa o*ctllu««r 
Bvfirit and hie Bfemphtan tkirtAtf^ 
While with perfidions hatred they purfued 
The ibjoumers of Goflten^ who beheld 
From die iafe fhore their floting carcafet 
And broken chariot wheels : fo diick beffarown 
Abje6l and loft lay thefe, covering the flood. 
Under amazement of dieir hideous change. 
He callM fo loud, that all the hollow de^ 
Of Hell refonnded. Princes, Potentates, 
IVarriors, die flowV of Hcafr*n, once yoar*f , now lof i 
If fuch aftoniflinient as diis can feUb 
Eternal Spi*rits ; or have ye chosen dits place 
After the toil of battel to repoft 
Your wearied virtue, for the eaie you find 
To flumber here, as in the vales of Heaven f 
Or in this al^cft peftme hare/e/widrii 
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To* adore the conqueror ? who now beholds 
Cherub and Seraph rolling in the flood 
With fcattcr'd arms and eniigns, till anon 
His fwift purTuers from Heaven gates difcern 
Th' advantage, and defcending tread us down 
Thus drooping, or with linked thunderbolts 
Transfix us to the bottom of this gulf. 
Awake, arife, or be for ever falPn. 

They lieard, and were abafhM, and up they fpn 
Upon Ae wing, as when men wont to watch 
On duty, deeping found by whom they dread, 
Roufe arid beftir themfelves ere well awake. 
Noi* did they not perceive the evil plight 
Jm which they were, or the fierce pains not feel ; 
Yet to their general's voice they foon obey'd 
Innumerable. As when the potent rod 
Of Amram's fon, in Egypt's evil day, 
Wav'd round the coafl, up callM a pitchy cloud 
Of locuils, warping on the eaflern wind. 
That o^er.the realm of impious Pharaoh hung 
Like night, and darkened all the land of Nile : 
So numberlefs were thofe bad Angels feen 
Hovering on wing under the cope of Hell 
*Twixt upper, nether, and furrounding fires } 
Till, as a fignal giv'n, th* up-lifted fpear 
Of their great Sultan waving to dii«6^- 
Their courfe, in even balance down they light 
On the firm brimftone, and fill all the plain ^ 
A multitude, like which the populous norUi 
Four'd never frgm h^ frozen loint» to pafs 

Rh 
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Rhene or the Danaw, when her barbarous foii» 

Came like a deluge on the fouth> and fpread 

Beneath Gibraltar to the Libyan fands. 

Forthwith from every fquadron and each band 

The heads ^d leadei*s diither hafte where flood 

Their great commander; Godlike Ihapes and formt 

Excelling human» princely Dignities, 

And Powers that erft in Heaven fat on thrones ; 

Though of their names in hcav*nly records noyr 

fie no memorial^ blotted out and ras'd 

By their rebellion from the books of life. 

Nor had they yet among the fons of Eve 

Got them new niames, till wandVing o'er the earthy 

Through God's high fufferance for the tri'al of mao^ . 

By falfities and lies the greateft part 

Of mankind they corrupted to forfake 

God their Creator, and th' invifible 

Glory of him that made them to transform 

Oft to the image of a brute, adorn'd 

With gay religions full of pomp and golds 

And Devils to adore for Deities : 

Then were they known to men by various names, 

And various idols through the Heathen world. 

Say, ^uie, their names then known, who firft, who lal^ 

Rous'd from the ilumber, on that fiery couch. 

At their great emp'ror's call, as next in worth 

Came fmgly where he ftood on the bare flrand. 

While the promifcuous croud flood yet aloof. 

The chief were thofe who from the pit of Hell 

Jloaming to feekjtheir prey on earth, ducfl Bx . . • 

: yOL. I. C Their 
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Their ftats long after next the feat of God, 

Their altars by his altar, Gods ador'd 

Among the nations round, and durft abide 

Jehovah thund'ring out of Sion, thronM 

Between the Chenibim j yea, often placed 

Within his fan6luary itfelf their fhrines. 

Abominations j and with curfed things 

His holy rites and folemn fcafts profanM, 

And with their darknefs durft affront his light. 

Firft Moloch, horrid king, befmear'd with blood 

Of human facrifice, and parents tears. 

Though for the noife of dmms and timbrels loud 

Their childrens cries unheard, that pafs'd through fire 

To his grim idol. Him the Ammonite 

Worfhipt in Rabba and her watry plain. 

In Argob and in Bafan, to the ftream 

Of utmoft Amon. Nor content with fuch 

Audacious neighbourhood, the wifeft heart 
Of Solomon he led by fraud to build 

His temple right againft the temple* of God 
On that opprobrious hill, and made his grove 

Thepleafant valley' of Hinnom, Tophet thence 

And black Gehenna caird, the type of Hell. 

ifext Chemos, th' obfcene dread of Moab*s fons^ 

From Aroar to Nebo, and the wild 

Of fouthmoft Abarim j in Hefebon 

And Horonaim, Seon's realm, beyond 

The flow'ry dale of Sibma clad with vinesj 

And £le'al6 to the Afphaltic pool. 

Feor his other nam^ when he entic'd 

Ifracl 
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Ifrael in Sittim on their march from Nile 
To 4o him wanton rites, which coft them wod« 
Yet thence his luftful orgies he inlargM 
Ev^n to that hil^ of fcandal, by the grove 
Of Moloch homicide, luft hard by hate; 
Till good Joiiah drove them thence fo Hell. 
With thefe came they, who from the boi-d^ring flood 
Of old Euphrates to the brook diat parts 
Egypt from Syrian ground, had general names 
Of Baalim and Aflitaroth, thofe male, 
Thefe feminine. For Spirits when they pleaH^ 
Can either fex aiTnme, or both ; fo foft 
And uncompounded is their efience pure. 
Not tyM or manacled with joint or limb, 
Nor founded on the brittk ftrength of bones, 
Like cumbrous flcfh ; but in Vtrhat ihape they chooft 
Dilated or condens*d, bright or obfcure^ 
Can execute their aery purpofes. 
And works of love or enmity fulfil .. 
For thofe the race of Ifrael oft forfook 
Their living ftrength, and unfrequented left 
His righteous altar, bowing lowly down 
To beftial Gods j for wllich their heads as low 
Bow'd down in battel, funk before the fpear 
Of defpicable foes. With thefe in troop 
Came Aftoretb, whom the Phoenicians call'd 
Aftarte, queen of Hcav'n, with crefcent horns 3: 
To whofe bright image nightly by the moon 
Sidonian virgins paid their vows and fongs> 
In Sion alfo not unfung, where ftood 

c a Her 



** , on tV offenfive "-"^^^^ougH Urge, 

Her tetnp^^ of *^ ^„ ^hofe Heart 

Whofc a^'^^*' f u to lament 1»»» »« 
^^'^ '"i to the fea. i-^^:"^ love-talc 
Whofev.antonp^'^ ^^,iftonled 

^Cso-n temple, "^f " ^his v,ot(hVpe« ' 
S^gonhU name, ^^;^ had bUtempte^^ 

Of A»fe»na »"* :^^ vnufe of God -"fW »>' 
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rtalttrtbdUiiBitogeaBddill^tlwe , . 
one of Syrian-mode, wlicretfn to hvn =' 
odious oflferingty and adoKo.t!he Gods 
omherliad'Taaqiiiih'd- After thcie appeiugd 
rew* who under names -of old i3enown» 
Is, Ifisy Omsrandtbeirtraini. 
luiUDnftroos (Uapes andifbrosrie* abused 
itjcBg^^andherpricfts,. toftek . . 

ir wandering Gods difguis'd in hnM^fontH : 
ler than hnman* Nop did liml *icape 
infe&ion, nrfien tiieir boirov^M gold oompos'd 
calf in Oitb{ and'liM rebel king 
bled that fin in Bcthdi and in Dan, 
Ding his Maker to llwgrased oat, 
rah*', who in one nig^t when he paft'd 
1 Egypt 'marching, equaPd with one ftroke* 
her firft-bom and all her bleating Gods. 
1 came laft,^tfaan whom a SpiVit more lewd 
lot from- Heaven, or more grofs to love 
for it(elf : t6 him no temple ftood 
tar finokM i yet who more oft than he 
Dpies and at altars, when the pridft 
s:atheift, as did Eli's fons, who iilPd 
1 uft and violence the honfe of God ? 
iirts and palaces he alibieigns 
In luxurious cities, where die noife 
ot'aicends above their lloftieft towers, 
njury and outrage : and when night 
ms the ftreets, then wander forth the fon» 
lial, flown frith infolence and wine* . <" 

C I Witneft 
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Witnefs the ftreets of Sodom, and that night 
In Gibeah> wheii the hofpitable door 
Exposed a matron to avoid worfe rape. 
Thefe were the prime in ordar and in might ; 
The reft were long to tell, though far renownM: 
Th^ Ionian Gods, of Javan^s iiTue held 
Gods> yet confefs'd later than Heaven and Earth, 
Their boafted parents : Titan Heav^n^s firft-bom» 
With hift enormous brood, and birthright feis'd 
By younger Saturn $ he from mightier Jove 
His own and Rhea*s fon like meafure found ; 
So Jove ufurping reignM : thefe firft in Crete 
And Ida known, thence on the fnowy top 
Of cold Olympus rul'd the middle air. 
Their higheft Heav'n ; or on the Delphian cliiF, 
Or in Dodona, and through all the bounds 
Of Doric land; or who with Saturn old 
Fled over Adria to th' Hefperian fields. 
And o'er the Celtic roamed the utmofl iles. 

All thefe and more came flocking $ but with lookt 
Down call and damp, yet fuch wherein appearM 
Obfcure fome glimpfe of joy, to' have found their chief 
Not in defpair, to' have found themfelves not loft 
In lofs itfelf ; which on his countenance caft 
Like doubtful hue : but he his wonted pride 
Soon recolle6ling, with high words, that bore 
Semblance of worth not fubfbnce, gently rais'd 
Their fainting courage, and difpell'd their fears* 
Then (hrait commands that at the warlike found 
Of trumpets loud and clarions be uprear'd 

His 
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Htt migiily fttadaid I . t|yit pnmd honor d^ 
Amd a»litt eighty a Chernb tall| 
Who Ibfi^ith £raai dio glittanng ftaff imfiiii'd 
Th* impcfial eiifigii» which full high advancM 
Shone like a meteor ftreaming to the wind, 
Widi gems and golden Inftre rich tmbUs*dt 
Senqphic arms and txophiet s alltiiewhilo 
Sononnis metal blowing maurtial ionndti 
At which die nniverial hoft up lent : 
A ihon^ that tore Hell's concave^ sad beyond 
Frighted die reign of Chaos and old Night, i . 
All in a mMoeat throng the gloom were iecA ' 
Ten dioufand banners rife into the air 
Withforient Gotan waring t wkh them rofb -; 
A foreft huge of ipesrs $ and thronging helms 
Appeared, and ferried ihields in thick array - 
Of depth immeafurable : anon they move 
In perfe^l phalanx to the Dorian mood 
Of flutes and foft recorder; fuch as raisM 
To highth of nobleft temper heroes old 
Arming to battel, and inftead of rage 
Deliberate valor breathM, firm and unmoved 
With dread of death to flight or foul retreat | 
Nor wanting pow*r to mitigate and fwage 
Widi folemn touches troubled thoughts^ and chafe 
Anguifli and doubt and fear and fonxm* and pain 
From mortal or immortal minds. Thus they 
Breathing united force with fixed thought 
Mov*d on in filence to foft pipes, that charmed 
Their painful fteps o*er the burnt foil; and now 

C4 Advaivc'4 
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Advanced in view they ftand, a horrid front 
Of dreadful length and- dailing arms, in guiie 
Of warriors old with ordcr'd fpter and ihield;- 
Awaiting what command their mighty chief 
Had to impo(e : He through the armed files 
Darts his experiencM eye, and foon traverfe 
The whole battalion views, thefr order due. 
Their vifages atid ftatufe as of Gods : 
Their number laft he Turns. And now his heai^t 
Diftends^^th pride, and hardening in his ftrengtlf' 
Glories : for never fince created man 
Met fuch imbodied force, as nam*d with thefe 
Could merit more than that fniall infantry 
Warr'd-on by cranes 5 though all the giant brood 
Of Phlegfe with th' heroic race were join'd 
That fought at Thebes and Ilium, on each fide 
Mix*d with auxiliar Gods ; and what refoimds^ 
In fable or romance of Uther's fon 
Begirt with Dritifh and Arnioric knights ; 
And all who fince, baptizM' or infidel, 
Jouftcd in Afpramont or Montalban, 
Damafco, or Marocco, or Trcbifond, 
Or whom Biferta fenf from Afric ihore, 
When Charlemain with all his peerage fell 
By F^tarabbia^ Thus far thefe beyond 

IComptot of moital prowefs, yet obferv'd 
Their dredtf cbftmander : he vihoTt the reft 
In (hape and gefture protidly eittiiieht 
Stood like tf to>jr'r j his form had yet not loft 
'' ^^J l>ejr ori^ind brig&tnefs, nor appearM 



Lefs ftati Arch-Angie] niinM, and tV estcefs 
Of glory* obfduf^d's as when the fun ncf>^ rifed' 
Looks thro\%fa the> hbrfzbnt^l ttA^ air 
Shorn of his beam8> (A* frt^ b^Kih'd the njooft 
In dim eclipfe difafti\ytl8i>t^iight ihed^ 
On half' the nations, and vtrith fear of diangei 
Perplexes monarcKs. DarkenM fo, yet ihbtte 
Above thdm all th* Arch- Angel : but his face 
Deep fears of thunder had intrencVd, and cai* 
Sat on his faded cheek> but under brows 
Of dauntlefe cotirage, and confiderate pride 
Waiting rcvchge : cruel his eye, but caflf 
Signs of remorft and paflion to behold 
The fellows of his crime, the followers rath<j^ 
(Far otter ohce'bdield in blifs) condemned 
For ever now to have their lot in pain, 
Millions of Spirits for his fault amerc'd 
Of Heav*n, and from eternal fplendors flung' ' 

For his'fevolt; fdt failSiftil how they (toodi 
Their glory withet'd : ds when Hfeavfen's Art 
Hath fcathM thte'forelToeks,- or fnountain pine^. 
With fmged top thcit ftately groWth thou^ batf 
Stands on fhe blafted heath. He nbw piieptf*d 
To (peak ; Whereat their doubled ranks they bend' 
From wing to wing, and half inclofe him round 
With all hfe pe^-: attention held them mute. 
Thrice he aflay'd, and thriei irt fpite of fcom 
Tears, fiich as Aiigel's weep> burft forth; at la(( 
Words interwove with fighs found' dUt their way. 
O Myriads of iimiiortal $^*At$^ O ?omt^ 
■'" \ Matchlefti 
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Matchlcfs^ but with th* Almighty, and that ftrife 

Was not inglorious, though th* event was dire. 

As this place teftifies, and this dire change 

Hateful to utters but what powV of mind 

Forefeeing or prefaging, from the depth 

Of knowledge paft or prefent, could have fearM^ 

How fuch united force of Gods, how fuch 

As flood like theie, could ever know repulle ? 

For who can yet believe, though after lofs. 

That all thefc puifTant legions, whofe exile 

Hath emptied Heav'n, ihall fail to re-afcend 

Self-raisM, and i-epoiTefs their native feat ? 

For me be witnefs all the hoft of Heaven, 

If counfeU different, or danger fhunn'd 

By me, have loft our hopes. But he who reigns 

Monarch in Heav*n, till then as one fecure 

Sat on his throne, upheld by old repute^ 

Confent or cuftom, and his regal flate 

Put forth at full, but fHU his fbength concealed. 

Which tempted our atteippt, and wrought our fall* 

Henceforth his might we know, and know our own. 

So ^s not either to provoke, or dread 

New war, provoked $ our better part remains 

To work in clofe defign, by fraud or guile. 

What force effe^led not: that he no lefs 

At length from us may find, who overcomea 

By force, hath overcome but half his foe. 

Space may produce new worlds; whereof fo rife 

There went a fame in Heaven that he ere long 

Intended to crestTf and therein plant 

Age. 
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A gaunoon^ inioMi luf i 

Should £aTor equal to die £»■ «f 1 

Thither, if but to py, fnUhei 

Our firft cj'iipCioiiy Ihillifi ear i 

For this infennl pit ftaOl aem Uki 

Celeftial SpTriCs in boubpe^ aer^'ji^ft 

Long under daifcaeft < 

Full couftl m 

For who can think In hmiCta i ? War 1 

Open or nadoADod nnJI he seUv^J. 

He fpalGes and to connnn Int i 
3ifillions of ian 
Of mighty Omv^m; theind&aUaar 

Az^j&ft the EuBgh*cB^ and neroe vjSb ^^n^pefl vm 
Clafh'd on their Ibandisg &idds tht dis vS -wact 
H':rj :ng 6r£2:^ct tow'ard uitt rauh df fieavn^ 

Tlisrt ft ood a hsil »0t far, -wiiy^ P"^^ "^ 
Bclch'd fire aad foUiag fmoke; ttie reh ssnvt; 
Shone with a giofiy fcnxf* uskdtntbltd li^ 
That ic hit woiid» waft hid netallic ws^ 
Use wofk of fulphar. Thither wing d wi& iyeei 
A ru32?rons fangad hafieaV: a» wbta ^«adi> 
Of plosca-k wkh fpade and jpackax airu'd 
For!T::s the rayal cafltp, to treiKh a buA^ 
Or ca& a jampart« MaaoanflB led them 0&9 
Maanon« the kaft cnoed hpi'rit '6ntt hA 
TrcoTk He3T*n, for e'en la Hfsr s hi^ isMO and thmi^^utt 
l^'er? i! waT& dowaomrd bent, ad n a ring msn 
The lichu cf HenrVi pnvBBCst, tnpddn pud. 
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Than ought divine or holy dfe enjoy'd 
In vifion beatific : by him firflr 
Men alfo, and by his fuggeftion taught, 
RanfackM the centBr> and with impioos handis 
Rifled the bowels of their mother earth 
For treafure»'befter hid. Soon had his crevr 
Open^dij&to the hill a fpacious wonndy 
And diggM out ribs of gold. Let none admire 
That riches grow in Hell ; that foil may bed 
' Defenre the precious bane. And here let thofe 
Who hoBSt in mortal things, and Wond*ring tell 
Of Babel, and- the works of Memphian kings, 
Learn how their greateft monuments of fame. 
And ftrength, and art, are eafily out-done 
By 9{iirits repnobate,^'and in an hour 
What in an age they with inceflant toil 
And hands innukncrable fcarce pei*fbrm« 
Nigh on the plain in many cells preparM, 
That undoneath had' veins of liquid fire 
Sluc'd from the lake, a' fecond multitude 
With wond'rous art founded the mafTy ore, 
Severing eac¥ kind, and fcumm'd the btillion drofs r 
A third as foonrhad fbrm'd within the ground 
A various mould, and from tbe boiling cells 
By fh-ange conveyance fillM each holloa nook. 
As in an orgEOi from one blaft of wind 
To many a rem of pipes the found-board breathes* 
i^MM out 6$ th^ earth a fabric huge 
Rofe like an exhalation, with the found 
Ofdu]c€tfyipofhxadt% and Voices fweet, 
■^ Bulk 



Built like a ttmpkf mkat piltiers nmnd 

Werefety tnd Doric pillan (»f«riaid 

With golden vchitaure ; jbot did there wut 

Cornice gr f&twt, widi bofly iatlptnres gntCAi 

The roof was -fretted gold. Not Babylon, 

Nor great Aicairo.fu^ magnifioencc 

£qual*d in all dieir glories, to influine 

Belut or Serapis dieir.Gods» or.feat 

Their kings, sdicn.£g]Cpt with Afiyrk irava 

In wesdth and linniry. Th* aieending pile . 

Stood fixM her iblaly hi|^th, and Araitthe dooaa ' 

Opening thcir-bcaaen fokU diicoter wide 

Within, her ampk-^aoes, o^er the.finooth 

And level paTemcnit from the arched roaf 

Pendent ^y fabde migic many a row 

Of ftarry lamps and blazing creflets fed 

With Naphtha and Aiphaitus yielded light 

As from a iky. The hafty multitude 

Admiring enter'd, and the work Tome praife. 

And fome the archite6l : his hand was known 

lo Heaven by many a towered ftru£lure high. 

Where (cepterM Angels held their reiidence. 

And fat as princes, whom the (upreme King 

Exalted to fuch powV, and gave to mle. 

Each in his hierarchy, the orders bright. 

Nor was his name unheard or unadorM 

In ancient Greece; and in Aulbnian land 

Men caird him Mnlciber ; and how he fell 

From Ucav'n, they fabled, thrown by angry Jove 

Sheer o'er tl^e cryf al battlements ; fronjmom 
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To noon he fell, from noon to dewy eve, 

A fummer's day j and with the fetting fun 

Dropt from the zenith like a falling ftar, 

On Lf mnos th* ^'gean ile ; thus they relate. 

Erring ; for he with this rebellions rout 

Fell long before ; nor ought availed him now 

T*have built in Heav'n high tow'rs f nor did he 'icape 

By all his engins, but was headlong fent 

With his induftrious crew to build in Hell. 

Mean while the winged heralds by command 
Of ii;>vran powV, with awful ceremony 
And trumpet^s found, throughout the hod proclame 
A folemn council forthwith to be held 
At Pandemonium, the high capital 
Of Satan and his peers : their fummons caird 
From every band and fquared regiment 
By place or choice the worthieft ; they anon 
With hundreds and with thoufands trooping eamc 
Attended : all accefs v^ras throngM, the gates 
And porches wide, but chief the fpacious hall 
(Though, like a coverM field, where champions bold 
Wont ride in arra'd, and at the Soldan'*s chaip 
Defy'd the beft of Panim chivalry 
To mortal combat, or career with lance) 
Thick fwannM, both on the giound and in the air 
Bi-ufhM with the hifs of rufling winds. As bees 
In fpring time, when the fun with Taurus rides. 
Pour forth their populous youth about the hive 
In clufters ; they among frefh dews and flower^ 
Fly to and fro, or on the imuothed plank> 

The 
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fuburb of their ftraw-built citadel, 
' nibbM with balm, expatiate and confer 
ir ftate aii^rs. So thick the aciy croud 
rm*d and were ftraitenM ; till, the fignal given^ 
)Id a wonder ! they but now who feemM 
ignefs to furpafs earth*s giant Tons, 
r lefs than fmalleft dwarfs, in naiTow room 
ong numberlefs, like that pygmean race 
)nd the Indian mount, or faery elves, 
jfc midnight revels by a foreft fide 
buntain fome belated peafant fees, 
Ireams he fees, while over-head the moon 
arbitrefs, and nearer to the earth 
ttU her pale courfe, they on their mirth and dance 
nt, with jocund mufic charm his ear; 
)nce with joy and fear his heart rebounds, 
s incorporeal Spi'rits to fmalleft foi-ms 
icM their fhapes immenfe, and were at large^ 
ugh without number ftill amidft the hall 
tiat infernal court. But far within, 

in their own dimenfions like themfelves, 
great Seraphic Lords and Cherubim 
ofe recefs and fecret conclave fat 
oufand Demi -gods on golden feats, 
uent and full. After ihort filence then 

fummons read, the great confult began* 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

The confultation begun, Satan debates whether an* 
other battel be to ^e hazarded for the recovery of 
Heaven: Some advife it, others difluade: A third 
propofal is preferf-'d, mention^ before by Satan, to 
fearch the truth of that prophecy or tradition in 
Hfiav^ c<(iKeriiing anqf^r ijr^rl^, and anc^hei^ kind 
<)rtreatuFe equal or 



6* treature equal or not much inmior to themiblves, 
about this time to be created: Their doubt who 
fhall be fent on this difficult fearch: Satan their 
chief undertakes alo]|.<^ the voyage, is honorM and 
applauded^ The couficiPthus ended, the reft betake 
them feveral ways, and to feveral employments, ad 
their inclinations 4ead them, to enteitain the time 
till Satan return. He pafles on his journey to Heli 
gat^ fii^s t^em ihvjy and w)io^ fa^. th^re tp^gu^il 
them, 6y whom at length tney are open'd, and dtf- 
cover to him the ereat gulf between Hell and Hea» 
Ten i with what difficulty he pafTes through, dire£ted 
by Chaos, the Power of that place, to the Sght'of 
this new world which he fought* 



PARADISE LOST. 
BOOK 11. 



HIOHonatliroceof 1072! Bau, vshSAhr 
Outibiaac tfcs w«ahii of Omra» and of Ik!, 
Or tvhsre the gorgeous csft with ir.lxu lassA 
Showers OB her kiogs bsrvsrir pcin sad gouy 
S2tui exaitfd fat, bjr ic-rit nis*tl ^ 

To that batd emifleace; and froA 4e{|iair 
Thus Li^h uplirrerf berond hope, afpirw 
Beyond thus high, isiacafe to p--rft2* 
▼ain W2J with Hrar's, acd br f.Kc*fi ' jtrU 'Jgl^ 
His pro\:d iss^lnadons dras djfplav'i. jo 

Pcw'r: and Dorokro'm^y Deitxes cf Hsxttn^ 
Tot fince no tep whhhi hsr ralf can ioid 
Immortaii vi^or, thoogh op9ni^''d aaid faii's, 
1 jr>e Bot Hea-.-'s for led. Fnca thk iWft^ i ft 
Cti€!iiil -.l:tu« rltsg, w5!! appor x| 

Mc:t ^!cr;:;-5 a::d :ao. 'c dmrf tloB fir-irai 00 ftl:, 
.i=.i t"-:t tittafcir-* » ftir eo Cxf/ad faa. 
Mt tr.--??i -31* Tidkty ird Ac fx'd lawt of Us£T*n 
^.c f.r.t ^r*a'f ronr jeadcr, cm? ff« choacit, 

Hi:2 b«- artJtT d of aLsr^ ret ri-i IrJf 
Tr.-.i :aff it l*ii r^corer i, hasi .-^^a 2M^C 

Da V . > 
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Yielded with full confent. The happier ftate 

In Heav'n, which follows dignity, might draw 25 

Envy, from each inferior j but who here 

Will envy whom the highcft place expofes 

Foremoft to ftand againft the ThundVer's aim 

Your bulwark, and condemns to greateft (hare 

Of endlefs pain ? where there is then no good 30 

For which to ftrive, no ftrife can grow up there 

From fa^^ion ; for none fui'c will clame in Hell ^ 

Precedence, none, whofe portion is fo fm^ll 

Of prefent pain, that with ambitious mind 

Will covet more. With this advantage then 35 

'^o union, and firm faith, and firm accord. 

More than can be in Heav'n, we now return 

To clame our juft inheritance of old> 

Surer to profper than profpcrity 

Could have afTurM us ; and by what befl way^ 40 

yrhether of open war or covert guile. 

We now debate) who can advife, may fpeak. 

He ceas^d^ and next him Moloch, fcepter'd king» 
Stood up^ the ftrongefl and the fierceft Spirit 
That fought in Heav'n, now fiercer by defpair ; 45 
^s tnift was with th' Eternal to be deem'd 
Equ^l in ftrength> and rather than be lefs 
Car'd not to be at all $ with that care loli: 
Went all his fear i of God, or Hell, or worfe 
He reck'd not, and thefe words thereafter fpake. 5a 
f My fcntence is for open vrar s of wiles. 
More unexpert, I boaft not : them let thofe 
Contrive who needi or when they need^ not now. 

For 
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For while they fit contriving! (hall the reft. 
Millions that ftand in arms, and longing wait 55 

The- fignal to afcend, fit ling'ring here 
Heaven's fugitives, and for their dwelling-place 
Accept this dark opprobrious den of ihame. 
The prifon of his tyi-anny who reigns 
By our delay f no, let us i-ather choofe, 60 

Arm'd with Hell flames and fuiy, all at once 
O'er Heav'n's high tow'rs to force refiftlefs way, 
Turning our tortures into horrid arms 
Againft the torturer j when to meet the noife 
Of his almighty engin he ihall hear • ^5 

Infernal thunder, and for lightning fee 
Black fire and horror (hot with equal rage 
Among his Angels, and his throne itfelf 
Mix'd with Tartarean fulphur, and ftrange fire, 
^^His own invented torments. But perhaps %o 

The way fcems difficult and fteep to fcale 
With upright wing againft a higher foe. 
Let fuch bethink them, if the fleepy drench 
Of that forgetful lake benumm not ftill. 
That in our proper motion we afcend f^ 

tip to our native feat : defcent and fall 
To us is adverfe. Who but felt of late, 
When the fierce foe hung on our broken rear 
Infulting, and purfued us through the deep, 
^With what compulfion and laborious flight 80 

We funk thus low ? Th' afcent is eafy then 5 
Th' event is fcar'd j fhould we again provoke 
Our ftronger, fome worfe way his wrath may find 

D 1 " r^ 
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To our deftni^ion 5 if there be uji Hell 

Eear to be worfc deftroy'd : what can be worfe 85 

Than to dwell here, driv'n o\it from blifs, condemnM 

In this- abhorred deep to utter woe ; 

Where pain of unextinguifhabie fire 

Muft exercife us without hope of end 

%he vaflals of his anger, when the fcourg© "jO 

Inexorably, and the torturing hour. 

Calls us to penance ? More defiroyM than thus 

We (hoidd be quite abolifhM and expire. 

What fear we then ? what doubt we to incenfe 

His utmoft ire ? which to the highth enrag'd, 95 

Will either quite confume us, and reduce 

To nothing this eflential, haj^ier far 

Than miferable to have eternal being : 

Or if our fubftance be indeed divine. 

And cannot ceafc to be, we are at worfr 100 

On this fide nothing ; and by proof we feeV 

Our pow'r fufficient to diihirb his Heaven, 

And with perpetual inroads to alarm. 

Though inaccefTible, his fatal throne : 

.Which, if not viftory, is yet revenge, 105 

He ended frowning, and his look denouncM 
IDefp^rate revenge, and battel dangerous 
To lefs than Gods. On th' other fide up rofc 
Belial, in aft more graceful and humane; 
A fairer perfon loft not Heav'n ; he fecm'd rVd 

For dignity composM and high exploit : 
But all was falfe and hollow; though his tongue 
/^ropt Manna, and could make the worfe ^pear 
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1-116 Dcmr i wiwi -iv pcrpNX mn osn 
MftiiiTft ewnfebt ftl Jrii drttaghu urti^ towt| uj 
To TicQ iadtfftrm(t$ bnt ii6 oeMer deedf 
Timotout mi iotkftili ^ hie fUtaM^d tike ait-/ 
And witk ^ttAitfve icettet dra« b^^. 

I (tumid he nMH ftt <^ Wai^, d'P«et«». 
iltf not behind m Mkri if #tat #ipi nrg'd x«4 

Main RsfiVA to pferfluM idbAiediltfte t9ftr; 
Did not diflVuuie itid HldA^ aflt fteor to Mft 
Ominoiit conjeaili«4Mi the'fi^ittfe (WeflTi 
When he wrho imA McetifiA fta O^iMft,' 
H vrksLt he coottftli tMt iii.What ex^eU 1 ^$ 

Miftruftfnl, gnrtmdii'Uft eouMUe o&def^ 
And utter diffi0ilti6tf , li Aft Ico^ 
Of all hit aiih) afeer ffsMt dkt reveiige« 
Firft, what rerengc ? the tow'rs of HeaV*rt art fill'd 
With armed watch, that rendef all vicceCi 130 

Impregnable j oft Ort the bord*i^ilg deep 
Incamp their legiofls, or with obfcut'c wiilg 
Scout far akid wide into tlie realm of rii^Ht> 
Scorning fitrfttire. OJ' cdtitd wt* brealb our ^ay 
B7 forccfy and at oitr liMlf all 1K\\ (hould rin^ J 3 5 
With blaciceft infdnredidny i6 co/ifound 
Heav'n's pibcd light, fe^ dor great enemy 
All incoftuptibltf wOuld On Hitf throne 
Sit nnpolluttd; and th^ ethereal mould 
Klcapabfe of ftain would (bon expel 140 

Her mi(chicf, and purge off tiie bafer fire 
Vfctoriout. That rcpoUM, om- final hope 
It flat dtipair : wr nmM exnfpcnic 
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Th' almighty victor to fpend all his rage, 

^d that muft end us, that muft be our cure, 145 

To be no more ; fad cure ; for who would lofe. 

Though full of pain, this intellectual being, 

Thofe thoughts that wander through eternity. 

To periih rather, fwallow'd up and loft 

In ^e wide womb of uncreated night, X50 

Devoid of fenfe and motion ? and who knows. 

Let this be good, whether our angry foe 

Can give it, or will ever ? how he can. 

Is doubtful ; that he never will, is fure. 

Will he, fo wife, let loofe at once his ire, 155 

Belike through impotence, or unaware, 

To give his enemies their wifti, and end 

Them in his anger, whom his anger faves 

To punifli endlefs ? Wherefore ceafe we then ? 

$ay they who counfel war, we are decreed, x6o 

RefenrM, and deftin^d to eternal woe $ 

Whatever doing, what can we fuffer more. 

What can we fuffcr worfe ? Is this then worft. 

Thus fitting, thus confulting, thus in arms > 

What when we fled amain, puifued and ftruck 165 

With Hcav'n's affliaing thunder, and befought 

The deep to ihclter us ? this Hell then feem'd 

A refuge from thofe wounds : or when we lay 

Chained on the burning lake ? that fure was worfe. 

)Vhat if the breath that kindled thofe grim fires, 170 

Awak'd ihould blow them into fev*nfold rage, 

And plunge us in the flames ? or from above 

Should intermitted rengeance arm again 

His 



mtndni^kaad^^hgmmi wintifdi 
iivfcm««c«pn*d«aMltUs£m»mM 175 

Of BcU Jm«U ^MmtiarctfanaB «f liv^ 

Oaed^wfOBOTvicadt; ivfcile i»e pcdiafs 

|>d^;wiig or cdwftiiif fl^orioM M^ 

OMglitiiiaiaTUvctiMUbelmrd ito 

Eadi <m lus nek tnasfix^iiy the ^oit aad pRjr 

Of wnckiag wfaiiMadty or fior cfcr fink 

Uader yoA Mliag ocean, wnpt in chaiDs; 

Thoc to coamfe with rvcrlaftuig gni^BSy 

P tci p iteil , g opit ic dj onicpner^dy its 

Agetofkopdcfread? this woold be wode* 

WirtkcRi>0^ opa or cvNKCal^dy alike 

M)r voice diiaadco; for wiiat can force or goile 

With him, or wiio deceive his mind, whofe ejre 

Views all things at one view f he from Hea¥*n*s highth 

All thefe our motions Tain fees and derides $ 

Not more almigh^ to refill our might 

Than wile to fmftrate all oor plou and wiles. 

Shall we then live thus vile, the race of Heaven 

Thus trampled, thns expellM to fuffer hcie 195 

Chains and theie tonnentt ? better theie than worfe 

By my advice | fince fite inevitable 

Sobdnesns, and omnipotent decree. 

The viaor*s will. To fuicr, as to do, 

Oor ftrength is equal, nor the law uDJuft aoo 

That (6 ordains : this was at firft refolv*d. 

If we were wife, againil fb great a foe 

Contending, and ib doubtful what mig^ fall. 

1 \v^^y 
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I laugh, wheA diofc who at the fpear are bold 

And ventrousy if that fai^l them, ftirink and fear •65^ 

What yet they know muft follow, to indure 

Exile, or ignominy*, or bonds, or pain^ 

The fentence of their conqu'ror ^ this is now 

Our doom ; which if we qan fuftain and bear,. 

0» (upreme foe in, time may much remit fti<^. 

His anger, and perhaps thu« far rcmoY'd: 

Not mind us not offending, fatisfy'd 

With what is punilh'd 5 whence thefe raging fifes 

Will flacken, if his breath ftir not their flames. 

CMt purer eflcnce then will overcome «I5; 

Their noxious vapor,, or inur'd not feel, 

Or changM at length, and to the place conformed 

In temper and in nature, will receive 

Familiar the tierce heat, and void of pain 5 

This horror will grow mild, this darknefs light, 220. 

JBefides what hope the never-ending flight 

Of future days may bring, what chance, what change 

Worth waiting, fmce our prelent lot appears 

For happy though but ill, for ill not woi-ftj 

Jf we procurc not to ourfelves more wod. ^ 1^5.- 

Thus Belial with words cloth'd in reafon's garb 
Counfc-rd ignoble eafe, and peaceful floth. 
Not peace : and after him thus Mammon fpake.. 

Either to diljnthrone the king of lleaven 
JVf war, if war be beft, or to regain a 3^ 

Our own right loft : him to unthrone we then. 
May hope, when cverlafting Fate fliall yield 
To fickle Chance,, and Chaos judge the ilrife : .. f 

Th^ 
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The Amht WB ti iMfe Mgues at Tim 

Tkelatters ibr wbrt pfatt cm be ftr «• s)^ 

Witliui Iianr*s*f hM»i^ nldt HnrrVt £«4%faite 

A]idyaUii»pM»tosil, on| 
OfoewfiibyflaiHis w M lwh t cyf < 

Stxiaiawtifl 

ForCAIfriiilBJirgi iriuleheloirflf it« 

Ov omed ftvn49 mmj hb atow binffcri 

Aflrimfial odflv M^ Mihralbl ltii w >i» 24) 

Owrfemlc^hp? TUa mat Imp •«• laA 

la Hcav^% lU»Mr<Wi^$ Wip wriwifiMr 

Etcrni^ fi> QpciC is fWH^Mp f«d 

To whom wbrts! Let w sot tba poffiie 

By force impcffibk, bj leave obiauB*4 2(# 

Unacceptable, thoag;|i in HeaT'a, onr fiate 

OfrpiendUvaOabflei bat xatbcr icek 

Our own good, ocai 4NKicfPts^ aca traai oar own 

Live to o ai fci pee^ tbocigb in tbit vaft fecciSy 

Ftce, acd tD aoae accouatabie, pfcfanag 255 

Hard Ubcrtf bcfiwe ibe cafy yoac 

OfienrUeyaa^k Oar j^ntacfi^ «iU apfcar 

Tbea Bioft OBM^icaaaa, wbca^Rattbiflyf «f im&Iiy 

Ufefal of hartlial, pap%' ivaa of advcrib 

We C3£ caatt^ ami m yi^Bm. place ib e^cr ^^ 

Tbrire oadcr cr*il« aad work caic oat of faia 

Tbnmgb labor aad iadaraace. Tbts 4kcf varld 

Of daikDdbdavaAcad? Uavoft ambit 
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Thick clouds and dark doth Hcav'n's all-i-uling Sire 

Choofe to refide, his glory unobfcur'd, 265 

And with the majefty of dai-knefs round 

Covers his throne j from whence deep thunders roar 

Muft'ring their rage, and Heav'n refembles Hell ? 

As he our darknefs, cannot we his light 

Imitate when we pleafe ? This defert foil »7® 

Wants not her hidden luftre, gems and gold j 

Nor want we flcill or art, from whence to raife 

Magnificence 5 and what can Heav'n fhow more ? 

Our torments alfo may in length of time 

JBecome our elements, thefe piercing fires »75 

As foft as now fevere, our temper changed 

Into their temper 5 which muft needs remove 

The fenfible of pain. All things invite 

To peaceful coiinfels, and the fettled ftate 

€>£ oitier, how in fafety heft we may »!• 

Compofe our prefent evils, with regard 

Of what we are and where, difmiffing quite 

All droughts of wars ye have what I advife. 

He fcarce had finiftiM, when fuch murmur fiUM 
*Th' ailembly, as when hollow rocks retain 2^5 

The found of bluft'ring winds, which all night long 
Had rousM the fea, now with hoarfe cadence lull 
Sea-fearing men o'er-watch'd, whofe bark by chance 
Or pinnace anchors in a craggy bay 
jfAfter the tempeft : Such applaufe was heard 290 

As Mammon ended, and his fentence pleased, 
Advifmg peace : for fuch another field 
They dreaded worfc than Hell : fo pwich the fear 

Of 
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Of timiifcr ttd tte ftMd 6f Miduet 

Wfonglit till witkia tboB} and no left dt6m 295 

To found thitnecfaerciiipiTe^ which miglit lilb 

By policy, Mid'i h« g pvoc^ft of da^ 

In cmnlntim oppoii tt lio Hesfcn* 

Which when Bcebtbnb peredv'd, than wfaon^ 

Satan ezoqic, none higher &t, with gmm . 306 

Afp^ he rofey and in his rifing iMnrd 

A piU*ar of ftate I deep on his firant ingravea 

Ddiberatioii iaC and pohlic caie | 

And princely comfid in his face yet ihone^ 

Mafeftic tfaooi^ in rain f lageheAood 30^ 

With Adaaithm ihoolders fit to bear 

The wdight«lai|^tieftnionarducs) his look 

Drew audience and attention fliil as night 

Or fummcr^s noon-tide air, while thus he fpake. 

« Thrones and Imperial Powers, Offspring of Heaven, 

Ethereal Virtiues $ or thefe titles now 

Muft we renounce, and changing ftile be call'd 

Princes of Hell ? for fo the popular vote 

Inclines, here to continue% and build up here 

A growing empire} doubtlefs; while we dream, 315 

And know not that the king of Heav'n hath doomM 

This place our dungeon, not our (afe retreat 

Beyond |us potent arm, to live exempt 

From Heav*n*s high juriidiSion, in new league 

Banded againft his throne, but to remain 32O 

In (Iri&eft bondage, though thus far removed 

Under th* inevitable curb, reiervM 

His captive nraltitnde ; for h^ he Guc^ 
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In highth or depth, ftiil firft and laft will reign 
Sole king, and of his kingdom lofe no part |af 

By our revolt, but over Hell extend 
His empire, and with iron fcepter rule 
Us here, as with his golden thofe in Heaven* 
What fit we then jM'ojedling peace and war } 
fS^ar hath deteimin'd us, and foird witii lod 33a 
Irreparable ; terms of peace yet none 
Vouchfaf M or fought j for what peace will be given 
To us inflav'd, but cuftody fevcrc. 
And fh'ipes, and arbitrary punifliment 
Iaili6led ^ and what peace can we returAy 335 

But to our powY hoftility and hate^ 
UntamM'relu^hince, and revei^ though ilow^ 
Yet ever plotting how dte eonqu^rotf leaft 
May reap his co&qheA, and may leaii: rejoice 
In dctng Dvhst we 1110ft in faffering fcd } 34^ 

Nor will occadon mmtf mar fludl we need 
With dangerous expeditioin to invakle' 
Heaven, whofe high walls fear no aflknlt or (lege, 
Or ambuih from the deep. What if we find 
3anie eafier enterprise? There i» a place, 345 

(If aacicat aad profihetie facmt m Heaveit 
Err not) anoAer werld> the happy feat 
Of fome new raee ealTd Afan, about this timtf 
To be ci>eated Kke to vs, though left 
I^pow'r and excellence, but favourM more 354 

Of him w)to mles thcnre ; ff> was his will 
Pronounced among the Gods> and by an oath. 
That ihook Hetv'a'a wheit tircumfin'ettce, cottfirm-d^ 
c . Thither 
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Thither let us bend all our thoughtt, to learn 

What creatures there inhabit, of what mold, 3 -- 

Or iubilanccy how indued, and what their power. 

And where their weaknefs, how attempted beft. 

By force or fubtlety. Though Hcav'n be /hut. 

And Heaven^s high arbitrator (it fecure 

In hi 6 own ftrengtb, this place may lie exposed, 360 

The urmoft border of his kingdom, left 

To their defenfe who hold it : here perhaps 

Seme advantageous a£t may be achieved 

By ludden onfet, either with Hell fire 

To walte his whole creation, or pottefx 365 

Ail as our own, and drive, as vre were drireOf 

The puny habitants, or if not d:-iTC> 

Sc Jucj them to our party, that their God 

?'Iiy prc'/e their foe, and with rcpentxrv hand 

Abc:.'?h his own works. This wouiJ i\;rpaiA 370 

C\...::r.or. re." cage, and iaterruot his joy 

in cur conruiion, and cir joy uprsiife 

Jr. his dithirbance^ when his darling Cons, 

Hurl* J headior^ to partake with i;s, flutli citric 

Their tViil original, and faded blii^, 37 j 

Faded lb foon. Advife if this be worth 

Att-.rrj:t'ng, or to lit in darknefs atre 

ii3t::.:r.r viir. empires. Thus Beelzebub 

Pic-'icl hli dev:Ii:h couniei, firil dn-is'd 

By Sa:aa, and Li part proposed : for whence, 33a 

Bvi ;"r«-n th* auihor of all li!, could ^p^in^; 

Sw -i^.-p a maliie tj cor.fc-r.d the race 

(>: .nanjclod in c;^ rco:, sjid Esulh vith Hftil 
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To mingle and involve, done all to fpite 

The great Creator? But their fpite ftill ferves 3X5 

His glory ta augment. The bold defign 

PleasM highly thofe infernal States, and jc^ 

Sparkled in all their eyes ; with full aflent 

They vote ; whereat his fpeech he thus renews. 

CWtii have ye judgM, well ended long debate^ 390 
Synod of Gods, and like to what ye ai*e. 
Great things rcfolv'd, which from the loweft deep^ 
Will once more lift us up, in fpite of fate, 
Nearer our ancient feat ; perhaps in view 

{Of thofe bright confines, whence with neighboring arms 
And opportune excurfion we may chance 
He-enter Heaven ; or elfe in fome mild zone 
Dwell not unvifited of Heav*n^s fair light 
Secure, and at the brightning orient beam 

^Fnrge off this gloom $ the foft delicious air» 400 

To heal the fear of thefe corrofive fires. 
Shall breathe her balm. But firft whom fiiall we fend 
In fearch of this new world ? whom ihall we find 
Sufficient ? who fhall tempt with wand'ring feet 

^|ie dark unbottomM infinite abyfs, 405 

And through the palpable obfcure find out 
His uncouth way, or fpread his aery flight 
Upborne with indefatigable wings 
Over the vaft abrupt, erfe he airive 

^he happy ile ? what ftrength, what art can then 4.10 
Suffice, or what evafion bear him fafe 

Through the ftrift fentcries rd ftations thick 

Of Angels watching round ? Here he had need 



All drcmdlpefttoii, and we aow no left 
dibioeiaoarliiffinlge} fbroh whom weftsd^ 4x5 
The weight of. all and our ^laft hope relies. • 
' Thb iaidy he ftt; asd«xpedstion held ■ 
His look rii%enfe» awaiting who appear*4 > 
Tofecond» orc^ipoftj orimdertake 
trfte perilous attempt I but all (at mute,- 410 «> 

Pondering the ^danger with deep thoughts ; and each 
In others xonnrnanee read his «wn difmay 
AflonilhM t none among the choice and prime 
Of thofe HeaT'n-warring champions coidd be found 
Sb'hardy as to profflhr or accept * 415 

Alone the dreadful Yoyage; tHlatlaft* 
Satan, whom now tranfcendent glory raised ' 
Above his fellows, with monarchal pride 
Confcious of higheft worth, unmov'd thus (pake. 

f) Progeny of Heav'n, empyreal Throncr, 430 

With reafon hath deep filence and demur 
Seised us, though undifmay^'d : long is the way 

And hard,, that out of Hell leads up to light ; 
Our prifon ftrong ; this huge convex of fire. 

Outrageous to devour, immures us round 435 

Ninefold, and gates of burning adamant 

Barr'd over us 'prohibit all egrefs. 

Thefe pafs*d, if any pafs, the void profound - 

Of uneflential Night receives him next 

^Vide gaping, and with utter lofs of being 440 

Threatens him, plungM in that abortive gulf. 

If thence he fcape into whatever world. 

Or unknowii xcgion; what remains hhn lefs 
Vox.. !• E TVatk . 
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Than unknown dangers, ;^id as hard efcape ? 
Bu|: I ihould ill become thU throne, O Peers^ 441 
And this imperial fovranty, adorn'd 
With fplendor, arHi'd wjth power, if ought proposM 
And judgM pf public moment, in the ihape 
Of difficulty or danger could deter 
M? from attempting. Wherefore do' I aflame 45^ 
ThcTe royalties, and not refufe to reign, 
Refufmg to accept as great a fliare 
Of hazard as of honor, due alike 
To him who reigns, and fo much to him due 
Of hazard more, as he.above the.i^ft 45^ 

High honor'd fits ? Go therefore, mighty Povvers, 
Terror of Heav'n, though falPn ; intend at home. 
While here ihall be our home, what beft may cafe 
The prefent mifbry, and render Hell 
More tolerable i if there be cure (h* charm 469 

To refpite, or deceive, or flack tjic pain 
Of this ill maniion : intermit no watch 
Againft a wakeful foe, while I abroad 
Through all the coafts of dark deftru6lion feek 
Deliverance for us all : this enterprife ^^k 

None (hall partake with me. Thus faying rofe 
The Monarch, and prevented all reply, 
Prudent, left from his refohition raised 
Others among the chief might offer now 
(Certain to be refu^'d) what ci-ft they fear'd j 4^79» 

And fo refosM might in opinion ftand 
His rivals, winning cheap the high repute 
Which he ^rowgh hazard huge muft earn. But they. 

Pleaded 
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Dreaded not more jU^* adventure than his voice 

Forbidding; and at once with him they rofe ; 475 

Their riling all at once was as the found 

Of thunder heard remote. Tow'ards him they bend . 

With awful reverence prone 5 and as a God 

Extol him equal to the Hig'heft in Heav'n : 

Npr faird they to exprefs how much they praisM, 4)0 

That for the general fafety he defpis'd 

His own : for neither do the Spirits damn*d^ 

Lofe all their virtue ; left bad men ihould boaft 

Their fpecious deeds on earth, which glory' excites, . 

Or clofe ambition varnifli'd o'er with zeal. 4^ 

Thus they their doubtful confultations dark 

Ended rejoicing in their matchlefs chief: 

As when from mountain tops the dulky clouds 

Afcending, while the north-wind fleeps, o'er-fpread, 

|Ieav'n''s chearful face, the louring element 49)9 

Scowls o'er the darkened landlkip fnow, or fhowejri . 

If chance the radiant fun with farewel fweet 

Extend his evening beam, the fields revive, 

The birds their notes renew, and bleating herds. 

Atteft their joy, that hill and valley rings. 4^4 

O fliame to men ! Devil with Devil damnM . 

Firm concord holds, men only difagree 

Of creatures rational, though under hope 

Of heav'nly grace : and God proclaming peace. 

Yet live in hatred, enmity, and ftrifc 5qp 

Among themfelves, and levy cruel wars. 

Wafting the earth, each other to dcftroy : 

As if (which might induce us to accord^ 

E * MajJ 
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Man had not hellifh foes enow befidcs. 

That day and night for his deftruflion wait. 505 

The Stygian council thus diflblvM ; and fortfi 
In order came the grand infernal peers : 
Midft came their mighty paramount, and feem'd 
Alone th' antagonift of Heav'n, nor lefs 
*Than Hell's dread emperor with pomp fupreme, 510 
And God-like imitated ftate ; him round 
A globe of fiery Seraphim inclos'd 
With bright imblazonry, and horrent arms. 
Then of their feflion ended they bid cry 
'With trumpets regal found the great refult: 515 

Tow'ards the four winds four fpeedy Cherubim 
Put to their mouths the founding alchemy 
Sly heralds voice expIainM j the hollow^ abyfs 
Heard far and wide, and all the hoft of Hell 
with deafning (hout retumM them loud acclamc 529 
Thence more at eafe their minds, and fomewhat niis'd 
By falfe piefumptuous hope, the ranged Powers 
Difband> and, wandering, each his feveral way. 
Purfues, as inclination or fad choice 
L«»ds him perplex'd, where he may likelieft find 515 
Truce to his reftlefs thoughts, and entertain 
The irkfome hours, till his great chief return. 
Part on the plain, or in the air fublime. 
Upon the wing, or in fwift race contend, 
Af at th' Olympian games or Pythian fields ; ^y^ 

Part curb their fiery fleeds, or fhun the goal 
With rapid wheelsj^ or fronted brigads form. 
/^ w/ien fo irarn proud cities war appear*. - * 

Wag'd 
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Tmjnttd m iht doods, befoce each van 5^5 

tdA IImA iht way ka^^ts, and ooadi dior %ean 

Tm tUckct kgJMOs dole ; widi fieats of ams 

Fiom cidier cad of Hea:r*n die wdkin barns. 

Odien witk Yaft Typboeaa rage more fdl 

Kcnd wp bodi lodu and Uls, and ride the £r 540 

In'^v^hiriwiddi Hdl fiance holds die wiU vproar. 

As when Akidcs, from Oedudia ciown*d 

With coaqadt fidt di* envcBom^d robe, and tore 

Thioi^ pain up bf die roots Theflalian pincsy 

And lidias finoan dv top of Oeta threw 54.5 

lis»th*£nboiclbu Odien nMxe mild, 

Jtccitated in m filent valley, fing 

"With notes angelical to many a haq> 

Their own heroic deeds and haplds fall 

Bj. doom of battd ; and complain that fate 559 

Free Tirtue flionld inthnll to force or chance. 

Their ibng was partial, but die harmony 

(What could it lefs ^x^ien Spi^rits immortal iing ? } 

Snfpended Hell, and took widi raviflmient 

The thronging audience. In difcourfe more fwcet 555 

(For eloqtience the {bul, fong charms the (cnie,) 

Others apart fat on a hill redr^d. 

In thoughts more elevate, and reafbn^d high 

Of providence, foreknowledge, will, and fate, 

Tpfd fate, free will, foreknowledge abfolute, 560 

And found no end, in wand'rlng mazes loft. 

Of good and evil much they argued then. 

Of haj^ncfs and final mifeiy. 
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PalHon and 'apathy, and glory' and fharae, 
Vain wifdom all, and falfc philofophy : 5(55 

Yet with a pleafing forcery could charm 
Pain for a while or anguiih, and excite 
Fallacious "hope, or arm th' obdured breaft 
With ftubborn patience as with triple fteel. 
Another part in fquadrons and grofs bands j ^jT^ 

On bold adventure to difcover wide 
That difmil world, if any clime perhaps * 

Might yield them eafier habitation, bend 
Four ways their flying march, along the banks 
Of four infernal rivers, that difgorge 57 c 

Into the burning lake their baleful ilreams ; 
Abhorred Styx, the flood of deadly hate j 
Sad Acheron of forrow, black and deep j 
Cocytus, nam'd of lamentation loud 
Heard on the rueful ftream ; fierce Phlegethori 586 
Whofe waves of torrent fire inflame with rage. 
Far off from thefe a flow and filent ftream, 
Lethe the river of oblivion rolls 
Her watry labyrinth, whereof who drinks. 
Forthwith his former ftate and be'ing forgets, 5S5' 

Forgets both joy and grief, pleafure and pain» 
Beyond this flood a frozen continent 
Lies dark and wild, beat with perpetual ftormi 
Of whirlwind and dire hail, which on firm land 
Thaws not, 'but gathers heap, and ruin feems 59^* 
Of ancient pile j or elfe deep fnow and ice, 
A gulf profound as "that Serbonian bog 
^^^w/JrtJ7aOTiataa|idMot»nt Cafius old, •• *' 
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Wlite afihki whdle hive foiik': the parcihing air 

Aliiis fitie, tlid cold perlbrmi di* effeft'of jfire. 595 

Thither by haipy-fotited furies halM 

At certiun it^itidonft all the damned 

Are brou|(hts and fbolby tttmt die bitter change 

Of fLtrdt ^txtmtSf etttteies by change more fierce, 

flnftn beds of raging fire to ftarve in ice - 600 

Thtir fbft Aheteal Dvtamdi, and there td pine 

Immoreable, infixed, and frozen round, 

Perioidi of thne, thence hurried baclcto fix^» 

Tliey ftrry over' thte Letb€an found 

Bodi to and fro, their forrow tb augmeni» 60^ 

And wifli and firuggle^ as they pafs, to reach 

The tempting ftream, with ohe fmall drop to lofe 

In fweet ibrgetfulnef^ all pain and woe,^ ' 

All in oile moment, and fo near the brihk 5 

Sut fate witMands, and to oppofe th' attempt 6 id 

Medufa with Gorgonian terror guards 

The ford, and <^ itfelf the water flies 

All tafte of living wi^t, as once it fled 

The lip of Tantalus. Thus roving on 

Iti dSnfusM march fdiiom, th* adventrous bands 615 

With ihudd^ring horror pale, and eyes agiiaft, 

VicwM firft their la m e n table lot, and found 

No reft : tfarmigh many a dal*k and dreary rale 

They pafsM, and many a region dolorous, 

(J*tr many a froixn, many a fiery Alp, 610 

Rocks,caves,Iakes, ftns, bogs, dens, and (hades of death, 

A univcrfe of death, which God by curft 

Created ev^il, for evil tnly good. 
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Where all life dies, death lives, and nature breeds, 
Perverfe, all monftrous, all prodigious things, 6x5 
Abominable, inutterable, and worfe 
Than fables yet have feignM, or fear conceived, 
Gorgonsy and Hydra's, and Chimaera^s dire. 

Mean while, the Adverfary' of God and Man^ 
^atan with thoughts inflamM of hig'heft defign, 630 
Puts on fwift wings, and.tow'ards the gates of Hell 
Explores his folitary flight $ fometimes 
He fcours the right hand coaft, fometimes the left, 
Kow ihaves with level wing the deep, then foars 
yp-to the fiery concave towring high. 6ys 

As when. far off.at fea a fleet defcry'd 
Hangs in the clouds, by equino6lial winds 
Clofe failing from Bengala, or the iles 
Of Temate and Tidore, whence merchants bring 
Their fpicy drugs : they on the trading flood 640 

Through the wide Ethiopian to the Cape 
Ply ftemming nightly tow^ard:the pole. So feem''d 
Far off the flying Fiend : .at Jaft appear 
Hell bounds high reaching to the horrid roof. 
And thrice three- fold the gates ^ three folds were brafa. 
Three iron, three of adamantin rock. 
Impenetrable, impaPd with circling fire. 
Yet unconfumM. Before the gates there fat 
On either fide a formidable ihape^ 
The one feemM woman to the wafte, and fair, 65a 
But ended foul in many a fcaly fold 
Voluminous and vaft, a ferpent arm'd 
IVJ1J2 mortal lling: about her middle round 
' A cry 
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A cry of UfiU liouiult never ceafing barkM 

With wide Cerbenaa moutht full loud, anid rung 

A'hideoas peil; yef« when they' lift, would creepy 

If oiigbt diAoihM theor noifoy into her womb, 

Andf kenntl ther^ 7et there ftill'barkM and howPd, 

Within iinieen. Fat left abhorrM than theie 

Va*d Scylla hading in the Tea that.parU 6S9 

Calafaria from die hoarie Trinacrian ihores 

Nor u^ier follow the night-hag^ when, called 

In ftcftt, -riding dinnigh the air ihe comet, 

Lur*d with'the-lineU ofanfuit bloody to dance 

With Lapland witches, while the laboring moon 665 

Edip&aat Aeir charms. The other ihapc. 

If fliape-itmight be called that ihape had none 

Dtftinguifliable in member, joint, or limb. 

Or fubftance might be cali*d thatihadow feem^d. 

For each feem*d either ; black it ftood as Night, 670 

Fierce as ten Furies, terrible as Hell, 

And ihook a dread^ dart; what feemM his head 

The liktnefs of a kingly crown had on: 

Satan was now at hand, and from his feat 

The monftcr moving onward came as faft 675 

With horrid ftrides. Hell trembled as he ftrode. 

Th* undaunted Fiend what this might be admir'd, 

AdmirM, not fearM; God and his Son except. 

Created thing nought valued he nor ihunn'd $ 

Jjkmd with dildainful look thus firft began. 68« 

Whence and what art thou, execrable ihape. 
That dar^ft, though grim and terrible, advance 
Thy nufcreated front athwart my way 



S% PARADISE LOST. Book II. 

To yonder gates ? through them I mean to pafs. 
That be aflurM, without leave afk'd of thee : 685 

Retire, or tafte thy folly', and learn by proof. 
Hell-born, not to contend with Spi'rits of Heaven. 

To whom the goblin full of wrath reply^cJ. 
Art thou that traitor Angel, art thou He, 
Wh'o firft broke peace in Heav'n and faith, till thfe^ 
Unbroken, and in proud rebellious arms 
Drew after him the third part of Hieav^n's forfS 
Conjur'd againft the Hig'heft, for which both thof€t 
And they, outcaft from God, arc here cbhdemnM 
To wafte (Etemaldays in woe and pain f 6515. 

And reckon'ft thoii thyfelf with Spi'rits of Heaven, 
Hell-doom'd, and breath'ft defiance here and fcom 
Where I reign ktttg, and, to enrage thee more. 
Thy king and lord ? Back to thy puniOiment, 
Falfe fi^tivie, and to thy fpeed adH wings, 7crtjf 

Left with a whip of fcorpions I purfufe 
Thy Mngring, or with one ftroke of this dart 
Strange horror ftife thee', and pangs imfelt before. 

So fpake the grifly terror, and in fhape, 
SR) Ipeaking and fo threatning, grew ten-fold 76 f 

More dreadfnl and deform : on th' other fide 
InceiTsM with indignation Satan ftood 
Unterrify'd, and like a comet burh'd, 
That fires the length of Ophiuchus huge 
Ri- th' ar6lic fky, and from his horrid hair yttr 

Shakes peftilence and war. £ach at the head 
LevelM his de&dly aim 5 their fatal hands 
Ao /<?cond ftroke Wtend, and fuch a fro^^ ' 

Each 



:IT. PAItADISE ZOt^. fy 

Eadk cat at A* dtfrfk;, Si wfcdi tM lilicft 4 

Wi& Besv^B** flDrtSltty naBg^Cf cda 
Over the G^BH^ vMB UUBB noBito Inm 

So IWnwi^ Ifce *Jg^l| l a Mi i a i iili, tifatl 

PflrMCTcrbQt«nii^ilr hMtatoiZto 

To iMct lb p«at a fiKs ariiMvpi 

Had bcaa aAtonll, wkoMf afl flcU iflj nk^ 

miirlUlsA *dfaptArliiali-5, r*5 

IbX arfiriA l i i i w i i n.Hi ij na-a towo, 
O Falfar, ^katirtBadaihf kBKl, fcajTJ, 
AgKaiEdb/cslrSoB? Wkuf^rr", O Sss, 
Potfess t!bK «> beaid &as surtij £irr 
A^zi ZLj FmAu' i mad ' «ai tarw'r frr TriiT- ; 
Far ila w^-- fa af»r- zad Iss^&i tie -»if!s 

VTzszsrcr ijrnKt±, -m&k hi raLli f-JKc?, * ^, : 
Hii -^Tici, -KMsi -aat iaj -wfll -idbi^ ^-i V-*.. 
Sic ^*j lad s: acr irrdi th.- }^.l'.± pe4 r :S 

So frrrgg dtr sttrrr, irji -!=▼ -virii fc fxirrrf 

Pr rjg^ad fiirti to S^ ^facs t-; V £«s:^ 

Will r--r^ Ant irt, ti-:i tJ^riirf-fcrra-i, 2&i *i/ 
L; ^. : '^irrsH tsSc £rl =it ^fusc cC'x 
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I know thee not, nor ever faw till now 

Sight more deteftable than him and thee, 74.5 

T' whom thus the portrefs of Hell gate reply' d. 
Haft thou £prgot me then, and do I feem 
Now in thine eye fo foul ? once deem'd fo fair 
In Heav'n, when at th' affembly, and in fight 
Of aU the Seraphim with thee combinM 75a 

In bold confpiracy again ft Heav'n'** king. 
All on a fudden miferable pain 
Surprised thee, dim thine eyes, and dizzy fwum 
In darknefs, while thy head flames thick and f aft 
Thi^ew forth, till on the left fide opening wide, 755 
Likeft to thee in fhape and countenance bright. 
Then (hining hcav'nly fair, a Goddefs arm'd 
Out of thy head I fprung : amazement feisM 
All th* hoft of Heav'n ; back they recoil'd afraid 
At ^rft, and caird me Sin, and for a fign 760 

Portentous held me ; but familiar grown, 
I pleas'd, and with attractive graces won 
The moft averfe, riiec chiefly, who full oft 
Thyfelf in me thy perfcft image viewing 
Bccam'ft enamour'd, and fuch joy thou tooVft 765 
With me in fecret, that my womb conceiv'd 
A gro.wing burden. Mean while war arofe. 
And fields were fought in Heav'n.5 wherein remain^ 
(For what could elfe ?) to our almighty foe 
Clear viftory, to our part lofs and rout 770 

Through all tie empyrean : down they fell 
Driv^'n headlong from the pitch of Heaven, down 
Into this deep, and in the general fall 

lalfo; 
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(firefcriM 

At laft lUs odkMi ofipiiS ^om Aoa £xft 

Thiae own bc^otiEny breaikifl^ Tiolnt way 

Tore 'ffci iHigh fl^ f fuiliy Ait widi war sad pssa 

BitDftBit ill a^ acdier fc^ thos^gxw 

TimslbnB*ds bntbeaiyiaSavdicacaijr ;ij 

r^rtb iibnlp InadiiuBg ktt &ial dait 

Bftadetodetroj: Iied» ndcijdaiit Jkath; 

Hdl totaddcd at the Mdeoos name, and figliM 

From all her caves, and back rdbundeJ Deadi. 

I fledy bat be purfucd, (thoogb cicre, it iVaas, 799 

Iiiflam*d witb left than rage) and fwifter fir. 

Me overtook his mother all diucaj'd. 

And in embraces forcible and foul 

Ingendring with me, of that rape begot 

Thefe ycUii^ monfters, that with ceafelefs cry 795 

Simoimd me, as thou iaw'ft, hourly €onceIv*d 

And honrl jT born, with lorrow infinite 

To me } £or when they lift, into the womb 

That bred them they return, and hon^ and gnaw 

My bowels, their rqpafti then burfting forth 2oq 

Afrtfh with confcions terrors vex me rounds 

That reft or intermiiiion none I find« 

Before mine eyes iaoppoEtion fit» 
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Grim Death my fon and foe, who fets them on, 

Apd me his parent would full foon devour 805 

For want of other prey, but that he knows 

His end with mine involved j and kno\ys that I 

Should prove a bitter morfel, and his bane. 

Whenever that (hall be ; fo fate pronouncM. 

But thou, O Father, I forewarn thee, fliun 2 10 

His deadly arrow j neither vainly, hope 

To be invulnerable in thofe bright arms, 

Thqugh temper'd heav'nly, for that mortal dint, 

^ave he who reigns above, none can refift*. 

She finifh'd, and the fubtle Fiend his lore 815 

Soon learnM, now milder, and thus anfwer*d fmoothi 
Dear Daughter, fince thou clam^ft me for thy Cirt, 
And my fair fon here (how" ft me, the dear pledge 
Of dalliance had with thee in Heaven, and joys 
Tben fwect,. now fad to mention, through dire change 
Befairn us imforefeen, unthought.of 5 know 
I come no enemy, but to fet free 
From out this dark and difmal houfe of pain 
Both him and thee, and all the heavenly hoft 
Of Spi'rits, that in our juft pretences armM 825 

Fell with us from on high : from them I go 
This uncouth errand fole, and one for all 
Myfelf expofe, with lonely ftpps to tread 
Th* unfounded deep, and through the void imme'nfe. 
To, fearch with wand'ring queft a place foretold 83CI 
Should be, sind, by concurring figns, ere now. 
Created vaft and rounds a place of blifs 
In the pourlieus of Heay*n» ^d dierein placM, 

A race 
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A nee of igptvt.ci^tiires, to fpffilj 
fcrfia|M oar Taovt raoo^ dioogh more nmovM, 8x5 
Left Heay^n fincliiigM with potent nmldtiide 
Might h^p IQ move new brailts Be this or ought 
Than this more iecret now defign^d, I h?fte 
To know, and this once known, fliaU ioon letuni, 
A«d bring ye to the place where lliou and Death 
Shall dwell at caict and np and down unfeen 
Wing (ilentljr the bnzom air, imbalm^d 
Widi odori} thqne je (hall be fed and fiird 
Immeaiuralilj^ all things (hall be your pxef . 

He ceu^dy fiar both ieem*d highly pleased, and Death 
JGrriiuaM honibk a ghaftly finilei to hear 
Hit.ftmitt ftovl4 be. filled, and bleft his maw 
Deftin'd to that g^Bod hour t no lefs rejoiced 
His mother bad, and thus befpake her fire. 

The key of this infenial pit by due^ S50 

And by command of Heav*n^8 all-pow*rful king 
I keep, by him forbidden to unlock 
Thefe adamantin gates j againft all force 
Death ready ftands to interpofe his dart> 
Fcarlefs to be overmatched by living might, t^n 

Bat what owe I to his commands above 
Who hates me, and hath hither thmft me down 
Into this gloom of Tartarus profound. 
To fit in hateful office here confined. 
Inhabitant of HeaT^n, and heav*nly-born, 96^ 

Here in perpetual agony and pain. 
With terrors and with clamors compafsM round 
Of mine own brood, that on my bowels feed ? 

TVtfA 
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Thou, art my father, thou my author, thou . 

My being gav'ft me j whom fhould I obey 86^ . 

But thee, whom follow ? thou wilt bVirig me foon 

To that new world of light and Blifs, among . 

The Gods who live, at eafe, ^ where I (hall Veign 

At thy right hand vjoluptuous, as befeems 

Thy daughter and thy darling, without end, , 870. 

Thus faying, from her fide the fital key. 
Sad inftrun^ent of all our woe, . fhe took ; 
And tow'ards the gate, rolling her beftial train, . 
Forthwith the huge portcullis high up drew. 
Which but herfelf not all the Stygian Powers 875 
Could once have, njov'd ; th^ iii the key-hole turns 
Th' intricate wards, and every bolt and bar 
Of maffy ir''on or folid rock with cafe 
U.nfaftcns : on a fudden open fly . 
A^ith i^irpetuous recoil and jarring found 880 

Th* infernal doors, and on their hinges grate, 
Harfli thundei;^ that the loweil.bottom fhook 
Of Erebus. She opgn'd, but to ihut 
j^SQcelVd her..|>ow'r} the, gates wide open flood. 
That with extended wings a banner'd hoil 88 e 

Under Spread enfigns marching might pafs through 
With horfe and.^hariots rank'd in loofe array ; 
So wide they ftood*- and like a furnace mouth . • f 

€jsA forth redounding fmoke and ruddy flame. 
Before their eyes in fudden view appear S99 

The f(*rets of the hoary deep, a dark 
Illimitable .o.(;e^(i9 without bound, 
Without dimenfionj wb^r^ length, breadth, andhighth. 

And . 
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And dme^ and place an l6ft j where eldeft Nig^t 
AiklChaoty ancefton of naturcy hold 895 

Eternal anarchy, amidft the noiie 
Of endliefa wars, and hj confufion ftand. 
Por hot, cold, moift, and dry, four champions fierce,' 
Stride here for maft^iy, and to battel bring 
Tbeir embryon atomt j they around the flag 900 

Of each his fa^Uon, in their ioreral clans, 
Ligfat-ann*d or heavy, iharp, (inooth, fwifit or flow. 
Swarm populous, un-number*d as the fands 
Of Barca or Cyrene^s torrid foil. 
Levied to iide iprith warring winds, and poife 905 

Their lighter wings. To whom thefe moft adhere. 
He rules a moment; Chaos umpire fits. 
And by deciiion more embroils the fray 
By which he reigns : next him hi^ arbiter 
Chance governs all. Into this wild abyfs, 910 

The womb of nature and perhaps her gi*ave. 
Of neither Tea, nor (hore, nor air, nor fire. 
But all thefe in their pregnant cauies mixM 
Confusedly, and which thus muft ever fight, 
UnJefs th* almighty Maker them ordain 9 1 5 

His dark materials to create more worlds ^ 
Into this wild abyfs the wary Fiend 
I Stood on the brink of Hell and lookM a while^ 
Pondering his voyage 5 for no narrow frith 
He had to crofs. Nor was his ear lefs pealM 920 

With noifcs loud and ruinous (to compare 
Great things with fmall) than when Bellona ftorms, 
With all her battering engins bent to rafe 
Vol, I. F Some 
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Some capital city' j or lefs than if this frame 

Of Heav'n were falling, and thefe elements 925 

In mutiny had from her axle torn 

The ftedfaft earth. At laft his faiKbroad vans 

He fpreads for flight, and in the furging fmokc 

Uplifted fpurns the ground 5 thence many a league. 

As in a cloudy chair, afcendlng rides 930 

Audacious ; but that feat foon failing, meets 

A vaft vacuity : all unawares 

Fluttering his pennons vain plumb down he drops 

Ten tboufand fathom deep, and to this hour 

Down had been falling, had not by ill chance 931 

The ftrong rebuff of fome tumultuous cloud, 

Inftin6l with fire and nitre, huiried him 

As many miles aloft ; that fury flay'd, 

QuenchM in a boggy Sjrrtis, neither fea, 

Nor good dry land : nigh foundered on he fares, 940 

Treading the crude confiflence, half on foot. 

Half fly^ing ; behoves him now both oar and fail. 

As when a gryphon through the wildemefs 

With winged courfe, o'er hill or moory dale, 

Furfues the Arimafpian, who by ftealth 94.5 

Had from his wakeful cufliody purloined 

The guarded gold : So eagerly the Fiend 

O'er bog, or fteep, through ftrait, rough, denfe, or rare^ 

With head, hands, wingis, or feet, purfues his way. 

And fwinis, or fmks, or wades, or creeps, or flies ; 

At length a univerfal hubbub wild 

Of ftunn^ng founds and voices all confusM, 

Borne through the hollow dark, afTaults his ear 
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loudeft vehemence : thither he plies, 

mted to meet there whatever Powei* 955 

irit of the nethermoft abyfs 

t in that noife refide, of whom to aik 

h way the neareft coaft of darknefs lies 

ring on light ; when ftrait behold the throne 

iao8, and his dark pavilion fpread 960 

on the wafteful deep $ with him enthroned 
ble-vefted Night, eldeft of things, 
lonfort of his reign j and by them ftood 

and Ades, and the dreaded name 
imogorgon ; Rumor next and Chance, 965 

Tumult and Confufion all embroilM, 
Difcord with a thoufand various mouths, 
lom Satan turning boldly, thus. Ye Powers 
Spirits of this nethermoft abyfs, 
s and ancient Night, I come no fpy, 970 

purpofe to explore or to difturb 

ecrets of your realm, but by conftraint 

I'ring this darkfome defert, as my way 

:hrough your fpacious empire up to lights 

e, and without guide, half loib, I feek 975 

: readied path leads where your gloomy bounds 

ne with Heaven j or if fome other pjace, 

your dominion wo«, th* ethereal king ' 
les lately, tluther to arrive 
'^cl this profound j dire6l my courfe j 980 

iled no .fnean recompenfe it brings 
our behoof, if 1 that region loft, 
ifui-pation tlj^iicp. expelled, reduce •. ^ . 

F » ' T% 
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To her origixial darknefs and your fway 

{Which is my prefent journey) and once more 985 

£re£l the ftandard there of ancient Night ; 

Yours be th' advantage all, niine the rerenge. 

Thus Satan ; and him thus the Anarch Mf 
With faltring (peech and vifage incompos^d, 
AififwerM. I know thee^ ftranger, who thoti art,. 990 
That mighty leading Angel, who of late 
Made head againft Heav^n^s king, though overthrown* ' 
I faw and heard, for fuch a numerous hoft 
Fled not in filence through the frighted deep 
With ruin upon ruin, rout on rout, ' 995 

Confufion worfe confounded $ and Heaven gates 
PourM out by millions her victorious bands 
Pufftiing. I upon my frontiers here 
Keep refidence 5 if all I can will ferve 
That little which is left fo to defend, 1000 

Encroached on ftill through your inteftin broils 
Weakning the fcepter of old Night : firft Hell 
Your dungeon ftretching far and wide beneath 5 
Now lately Heav'n and Earth, another world, 
Hvmg o'er my realm, link'd in a golden chain 1005. 
To that fide Heav'n from whence your legions fell i 
If that way be your walk, you have not fai* $ 
So much the nearer danger ; go and fpeed j 
Havoc and fpoil and ruin are my gain. 

He ceasM ; and Satan ftayM not to reply, xoi« 

But glad that now his fea (hould find a ihore. 
With frefh alacrity and force renewed 
Springs upward like a pyramid of fire 

Into 



look II. PARADISE LOdlh ff 

Into the wild expanfe, and through the (hock 

Of fighting elements, on all fides round 1015 

Environ'd wins his way ; harder befet 

And more IndangerM, than when Argo pafsM 

Through Bofporus betwixt the juftling rocks; 

Or when Ulyffes on the larbord ftiunn'd 

pharybdis, and by th' other whirlpool ft^er'd, 1020 

So he with difficulty and labor hard 

Mov'd on, with difficulty and labor he ; 

But he once paft, foon after when man fell, 

Strange alteration ! Sin and Death amain 

following his track, fuch was the will of Heaven^ 

Pav*d after him a broad and beaten way 

Over the dark abyfs, whofe boiling gulf 

Tamely indurM a bridge of wondrous length 

From Hell continued reaching th' utmoft orb 

Of this frail world j by which the Spi'rits perverfe 103Q 

With eafy intercourfe pafs to and fro 

To tempt or puni(h mortals, except whoni 

God and good Angels guard by ij)ccial grace. 

But now at laft the facred influence 

Of light appears, and from the walls of Heaven 

Shoots fai* into the bofom of dim Night 

A glimmering dawn $ here Nature firft begins 

Her fartheft verge, and Chaos to retire 

As from her outmoft works a broken foe 

With tumult lefs and with lefs hoftile din, 1040 

That Satan with lefs toil, and now with eafe 

Wafts on the calmer wave by dubious light. 

And like a weather-beaten veifel holds 

^* ' *»•* F 3 Gladly 
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Gladly the port, though fhroud$ and tackle torn j 

Or in the emptier wafte, refembling air, 1045 

Weighs his fpread wings, at leifure to behold 

Far off th* empyreal Heav'n, extended wide 

In circuit, undeterminM fquare or round. 

With opal tow'rs and battlements adornM 

Of living faphirr once his native featj XO50 

And faft by hanging in a golden chain 

This pendent world, in bignefs as a ftar 

Of fmalleft magnitude clofe by the moon. 

Thither full draught with mifchievous revenge^ 

AccursM> and in a curfed hour he hies, 1055 



THE END or THE SECOND BOOK. 
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^IL holy Light, ofF-spring of Heav'n firft-born, 
Or of th* Eternal coetemal beam 
[ exprefs thee' unblamM ? fince God is light, 
lever but in unapproached light 
from eternity, dwelt then in thee, 5 

t effluence of bright eflence increate, 
ar'ft^ thou rather pure ethereal ftream, 
e fountain who (hall tell ? ^before the fun, 
; the Hcav'ns thou wert, and at the voice 
>d, as with a mantle didft inveft !• 

ifing world of waters dark and deep, 
fron\ the void and formlefs infinite. 
I re-vifit now with bolder wing, 
d the Stygian pool, though long detain^ 
t obfcure fojoum, while in my flight 15 

igh utter and through middle darknefs borne 
other notes than to th' Orphean lype 
I of Chaos and eternal Night, 
tit by the hcav'nly Mufe to venture down 
ark defcent, and up to re-afcend, ajft 

gh hard and rare : thee I revifit fafe, 
eel thy fovran vital lamp j but thou 
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Revifit'ft not thefe eyes, that roll in vain 

To find thy piercing ray, and find no dawn ; 

So thick a drop ferenc hath quench'd their drby, ' ^ 15 

Or dim fufFufion veil'd. Yet not the more 

Ccafe I to wander, where the Mufes haunt 

Clear fpring, or (hady grove, or fittmy hill, 

Smit with the love of facred fong ; but chief 

Thee, Sion, and the flowry brooks beneath, 30 

That waih thy hallowed feet, and warbling floW, 

Nightly I vifit : nor fometLmes forget 

Thofe other two equal'd with me in fate. 

So were I equaled with them in renown. 

Blind Thamyris and blind Maeonides, 3^ 

And Tirefias and Phineus prophets old i 

Then feed on thoughts, that voluntary move 

Harmonious numbers 5 as the wakeful bird 

Sings darkling, and in fhadieft covert hid 

Tunes her no6lurnal note. Thus with the year 40^" 

Seafons return, but not to me returns 

Day, or the fweet approach of ev'n or mom. 

Or fight of vernal bloom, or fummer's rofe. 

Or fiocks, or herds, or human face divine ; 

But cloud infiead, and ever-during dark 45^ 

Surrounds me, from the chearful ways of mCn 

Cut off, and for the book of knowledge fair 

Prefented with a univerfal blank 

Of nature's works to me expungM and rasM, 

A?id wifdom at one entrance quite ftiut out. 5^ 

So much the rather thou, celeftial Light, 

Shine inwardj and the mind through all her powers 

Irradiate^ 
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Jmdktt, dK» plant eyes, all mift from thenee 

Vurgt and diQwrfey diat I maj fee and tell 

Dir things invifible to mortal fight. 51 

Now had th* almighty Father from above. 
From die pmc empyrean where he fits 
High throned above ail highdi, bent down his eye. 
Hit own works and their works at once to views 
About him all the Sandides of Heaven 60 

Stood diick as ftars, and from his fight received 
Beatitodopaft Qtteranct ; on his right 
The radiant image of his glory fat, 
Hb only Son } on earth he firft beheld 
Qmr two firft parents, yet the only two ^j{ 

Of mankind, in the hi^py garden placM, 
Reaping immortal fhiitB of |oy and love, 
Umntciii^iled foy, muival^d love 
In blifsfnl iblitude | he dien furvey'd 
Hell and the gulf between, and Satan there 76 

Coafting the wall of Heaven on this fide Night 
In the dun air fublime, and ready now 
To ftoop with wearied wings and willing feet 
On the bare ootfide of this world, that feem*d 
Firm land imbolbm^d, without firmament, 7 j 

Uncertain which, in ocean or in air. 
Him God beholding from his pro f peft high. 
Wherein paft, prefent, future he beholds. 
Thus to his only Son foreiceing fpake. 

. Only begotten Son, feeft diou what rage to 

Tranfportt omr Adverfiuy ? whom no bounds 

Fiefcrib^d, no bm ofH^U, nsr nil the chidnt 
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Heap'd on him there, nor yet the main abyfs 

Wide inteiTupt can hold ; fo bent he feems 

On defperate revenge, that (hall redound 85 

Upon his own rebellious head. And now 

Through all reftraiut broke loofe he wings his way 

Not far off Heav'n, in the precindls of light, 

Direftly towards the new created world, 

And Man there plac'd, with purpofe to affay 9* 

If him by force he can deftroy, or worfe. 

By fome falfe guile pervert; and (hall pervert, 

For Man will hearken to his glozing lies. 

And eafily tranfgi-efs the fole command, 

g>Ie pledge of his obedience: So will fall, 95 

e and his faithlcfs progeny : Whofe fault ? 
Whofe but his own ? Ingrate, he had of me 
All he could have; I made him ]\i&. and right, 
Sufficient to have ftood, though free to fall. 
Such I created all th* ethereal Powers 100 

And Spirits, both them who flood and them who failM f 
Freely they ftood who ftood, and fell who fell. 
Not free, what proof could they have giv'n fincere 
Of true allegiance, conftant faith or love. 
Where only what they needs mufl do appeared, 105 
Kot what they would ? what praife could they receive ? 
What pleaftire I from fuch obedience paid. 
When will and reafon (reafon alfo' is choice) 
Ufelefs and vain, of freedom both defpoil'd. 
Made pafTive both, had fervM necedity, xia 

Wot me? They therefore as to right belonged. 
So were i:reatedf nor can juflly' accufe ■ - 

f Their 
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Their BikflT* cr Aor making, or their fatc^ 

At if jwfihihiJ tioa oftr-niI*d 

Thdr willy cEI^M bj abiblute decree 115 

Or h%h lbf«fc]ioiHedge$ tfaej themfehres decreed 

Their ofwn revolt^ not I; if I foreknew^ 

FoKkaowle%e had no isfluence on their fanlt^ 

Which had no left pnnrM certain nnfoiduiown. 

So w iihort leall; inpoUe or fliadow* of fate, no 

Or oa^it by me immutably forefeen. 

They tre^pafi, anthon to themfelres in all 

Both what they judge and what they choofe j for (b 

I formed tfacm free, and finee they muft remam. 

Till they inthndtthemfelfcs; I eUemuft change 115 

Their nature^ and refi^Le the high decree 

Unchai^eable, ctcnuJ, wluch ordained 

Thdr freedooi, Aey themfilyes ordainM their fall. 

The firft Ibrtby their own fuggefiion fell. 

Self-tempted, fdf-deprzrM : ^lan falls, deceivM 1 33 

By th** other firft : Mm therefore (hail find grace, 

The other none : in mercv^ and juftice both. 

Through Heaven and Earth, fo fhall my glory^ excel. 

But mercy firft and laft (hall brighteft (hine. 

Thus while God fpake, ambrofial fragrance fiird 
All HeaT*n, and in the bleflfed Spi'iits elea 
SenTe of new joy incfFible diftiisM: 
Beyond compare die Son of God was (een 
Moft gloriont j in him all his Father (hone 
Subftantially exprers*d ; and in his fice S40 

Divine companion Tifibly a^ipearM, 
lore without aid, and wiUuwMiicafure gncti 
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Which uttering thus he to his Father fpake, 

O Father, gracious was that word which clos'd 
Thy fovran fentence, that Man fhould find grace ; 145 
For which both Heav*n and Earth fhall high extol 
Thy praifcs, v^ith th' innumerable found 
Of hymns and facred fongs, wherewith thy throne 
Incompafs'd fhall refound thee ever bleft. 
For fhould Man finally be loft, ihould Man, 150 

Thy creature late fo lov'd, thy youngeft fon, 
Fall circumvented thus by fraud, though joined 
With his own folly ? that be from thee far. 
That far be from thee. Father, who art judge 
Of all things made, and judgeft only right. 155 

Or fhall the Adverfaiy thus obtain 
His end, and frufbrate thine ? fhall he fulfil 
His malice, and thy goodnefs bring to nought. 
Or proud return, though to his heavier doom. 
Yet with revenge accompliih'd, and to Hell 160 

l)raw after him the whole race of mankind^ 
By him corrupted } or wilt thou thyfelf 
Abolifh thy creation, and unmake 
For him, what for thy glory thou haft made ? 
SofUould thy goodnefs and thy gi'eatnefs both 165 
Be queflion'i and blafphem'd without defenfe. 

To whom the great Creator thus reply'd. 
O Son, in whajn my foul hath chief delight. 
Son of my bbfom, Son who. art alone 
My word, nay wifdom, and effectual might, 170 

'Ah haft thou fpoken as my thoughts arc, all 
As my eternal puxpofe hath decreed ; . 

.-. " "* Man 
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Man ihall not quite be loft, but favM who will. 
Yet not of will in him, but grace in me 
Freely vouchfard } once more I will renew 175 

His lapfed powVs, though forfeit and inthralPd 
By fin to foul exorbitant defires 5 
Upheld by me, yet once more he ihall ftand 
On even ground againft his mortal foe. 
By me upheld, that he may know how frail i8« 

His fairn condition is, and to me owe 
All his delivei-ance, and to none but mt. 
STome I have chofen of peculiar grace 
Elect above the reft » fo is my will : 
The reft (hall hear me call, and oft be warn'd i^j 
Their finful ftate, and to appeafe betimes 
Th' incenfed Deity, while oflFerM grace 
Invites ; for I will clear their fenfes dark. 
What may fuifice, and foften ftony hearts 
To pray, repent, and bring obedience due. i^# 

To pray'r, repentance, and obedience due, 
Though but endeavored with fincere intent. 
Mine ear fhall not be (low, mine eye not (hut. 
And I will place within them as a guide 
My umpire confcience, whom if they will bear, 19^ 
Light after light well us'd they (hall attain. 
And to the end perfifting, fafe arrive. 
This my long fufferance and my day of grace 
They who negleft and fcorn, (hall never taftc 5 
But hard be hardened, blind be blinded more, 2o# 
That they may (himble on, and deeper fall j 
And none but fuc^ fipm mercy I. exclude. \ ■>. 

. J But 
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But yet all is not done j Man difobeying^ 

Difloyal breaks his fealty, and fins 

Againft the high fupremacy of Heaven, 205 

Affefting God- head, and fo lofing all, 

To expiate his treafon hath nought left,. 

But to deftniftion facred and devote. 

He with his whole pofterity muft die. 

Die he or juftice muft ; unlefs for him aio 

Some other able, and as willing, pay 

The rigid fatisfaftion, death for death. 

Say heavenly Pow'rs, where fhall we find filch love ? 

Which of ye will be mortal to redeem 

Man's mortal crime, and juft th' unjuft to fave ? X15 

Dwells in all Heaven charity fo dear ? 

He afkM, but all the heav'nly quire ftood mute. 
And filence was in Heaven : on Man's behalf 
Patron or interceflbr none appeared. 
Much lefs that durft upon his own head draw 226 

The deadly forfeiture, and iranfome fet. 
And now without redemption all mankind 
Muft have been loft, adjudged to Death and Hell 
By doom fevere, had not the Son of God, 
In whom the fulnefs dwells of love divine, 225 

His deareft mediation thus renewM. 

Father, thy word is paft, Man fliall find grace 5 
And fiiall grace not find means, that finds her way,. 
The fpeedieft of thy winged meffengers. 
To vifit all thy creatures, and to all 23© 

Comes unpfcvented, unimplor'd, unfought ? 
Happy for Mim, fo coming ; he her aid 

Caa 
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Can never feek, once dead in iin$ and loftf^. • ■ ■, " 

Atonement for himfelf or offering meet^ 

Indebted and undone, hath none to bringi : i.^i> 

Behold me then j me for him» life for life - 

I offer y on me let thine anger fall} 

Account me Man ; I for his (ake will leave . 

Thy bofom, and this glory next to thee 

Freely put off, and for him laftly die 249 

Well pleasM i on me let Death- wreck all hts rage $ 

Under his gloomy pow'r I Ihall not long 

Lie vanquiflrd ; thou haft giv*n.me to.poflefs 

Life in myfelf for evV; .by thee I live,.. 

TJiough now to Death I yield, and am bis due 94^ 

All that of me can die; yet that -d^ paid* 

Thou wilt not leave me in the loathfome grave 

His prey, nor fufFer my un^otted foul 

For ever with corruption thci*e to dwell } 

But I (hall rife vi£loriou»^ aiid fubdue • • t$9 

My vanquiOier, fpoil'd of his vaunted fyoOt^ 

Death his death's wound (hall then receive^ and.Aoo^ * 

Inglorious, of his mortal fting difarm'd. - •* 

I through the. ample air in triumph high 

Shall lead Hell captive maugre Hell,, and (how 25^ 

The Pow'rs of darknefs bound. Thou at the fight.- • 

Pleased, out of Heaven (halt look down and fmile» ..'. 

While by thee raisM I rttin all my £bes» 

Death laft, and with his carcafs. glut the graven 

Then with the multitude o£ my redeemed . . s6ar 

Shall enter Heav'n long abfent^ and return. 

Father, to fee thy face^ wherein no cloud 

Vol. I. G Of 
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Of anger ihafl FeAndin^y bilt peace aiTur'd 
And reconcilement ; wrath fh^ll be no more 
fHiencefortb^ but in th;f fA*efcnce )oy entii^. ^65. 

His words here ended, but fats meek z£pi8t 
Silent yet fpake, and breath'd immortal love 
To mortal men, above which only flione 
Filial obedience : as a facrifice 

Gixd to be ofFerM, he attends the will ayd 

Of his gtait Father. Admiration feis'd 
All Heaven J what this might mean, and whither tend 
Wond'rinf^) Vat foon th' Almighty thus reply'd. 

O thou in HeaY*n and Earth the only peace 
Found mi for maDldfid under wrath, O thou 275 
My fole compltceiice \ Well thou kntfw'ft how dear 
To me art all niy works, nor Man the leaft. 
Though laft created ; that for him I fpare 
Thee from my bofom and right hand, to fave, 
Byiofrng thee a while, tlie Whole race loft. 2S0 

Thou therefore, whom thou only canft redeem, 
T9ieir riatUre alfo to thy nature join j 
And be thyfelf Man among men on earth. 
Made flefh, when time (hall be, of virgin feed. 
By wondrous birth : be thou in Adam^s room sSj 
The head of all mankind, though Adam^s fbn» 
As in him i>cri(h all men, fo in thee. 
As from a fecond root, Jhali be ireftor'd 
As many as are reftor'd> without thee none. 
Hi^ crime makes guilty all his fons ^ thy merit «9<»^ 
Imputed (haH abfolve them who renounce 
Their own botii rightcouf and unrighteous deeds. 

And 
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Aiid dyliy !««, «ii riAqr ^rtlh lull nufe 

His DRtaKBy mMBM VlA nit OWH wMf link 

80 lMv*lily lofe toll'nmin hdfift 1hu% 

Gmag trdtaim ud djriigto ndeeBy 

» ill iiV rn nimii Bhii 1iiHiii hm 30^ 

IB 1D0tB*IVW% VMS VB^ "I*TIL lOP C p C BOC flBfli« 

llorihlk^MBfe br di6Hi&tf to ifiuBB 

MiB*» BiMlrtb MiB'cr Jf^iiilf tliiiie-o«qk 

BcdMfr ^M lii^ iko^g^ tinmiM iB Ughct bli6 

BqadtoGod, BBd c^sallf CBJojii^ 

God-likclraitM, ^Billed bU ta f&re 

AwaMhmmmtKloa, Md haft becB foond 

By Bicnf BKMV ttn nftbiiiptt Son of God^ 

Soaod worllikft to be lb by beiBg goody 310 

Fir more tban great or bi^; becaofe in thee 

Lore hath abounded moic than gloiy* abonndf , 

Therefore thy hoBiilialion iiall exalt 

With thee tty Bian hoodalfe to Ait thnme; 

Hwe ihalt thon fit i n c afnatt, htre ihalt reigB 3x5 

Both God aad Man, Son both of God and Man, 

Anointed vnivcrlal king ; all power 

I give thee; reign lor ever, aad aflame 

Thy merits; under thee as head fopreme 

TiBBacSy PHnceioms, Powers, Dominioas I irdace} 

AU knees to thee ftall hour, of them that bide 

laHesv^ arBavth. ornsder Earth in HdL 

o % vnxtL 
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When thdu attended glorioufly from Heaven 

Shalt in the fky appear, and from thee fend 

The fummoning Arch- Angels to proclame 335 

Thy di-ead tribunal ; forthwith from all winds 

The living, and forthwith the cited dead 

Of all pail ages, to the general doom ^. 

Shall haften, Aich a peal fhall roufc their deep. . 

yifcn all thy faints affembled, thou (halt judge 33©. 

Bad men and Angels ; they arraignM ihall fink 

Beneath thy fentence ; Hell, her numbers full> 

Thenceforth fhall be for ever fliut. Mean while 

The world fhall burn, and from her afhes fpring 

New Heay'n and Earth, wherein the juft fhali dwell. 

And after all their tribulations long 

See golden days, fruitful of golden deeds, 

With joy and love triumphing, and fair tnith. 

Then thou thy regal fcepter fhalt lay by. 

For regal fcepter then no more fliall need,. 340 

God fhall be all in all. But all ye Gods, 

Adore him, who to compafs all this dies \ 

Adore the Son, and honor him as me. 

No fooner had th' Almighty ceasM, but all 
The multitude of Angels, with a fhout 345. 

Loud as from numbers without number, fwect 
As from bleft voices, uttering joy, Heav'n rung 
With jubilee, and loud Hofanna's filPd 
Th' eternal regions 1 lowly reverent 
T4)w'ards eitjier throne they bow, and to the ground 
With folemn, adoration down they caft 
7y^w crowm inwoy^ ifrlxh amarant and gold ; 

Inimortdi 
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Immortal amaranty a fiow^r which once 

In Paradife, faft by the tiee of life, 

Begat to, bloom } but foon for man*s offenfc 355 

To Heaven remov*dy where firft it grew, there grows. 

And flowers aloft fhading the fount of life. 

And where the riv^er of blifft through midli of -Heaven 

Holls o'er Elyiian flow'rs her amber fti*eam ; 

With thefe that never fade the Spi'rits eleft 360 

Bind their refplendent locks inwreathM with beams^ 

Now in loofe garlands thick thrown off, the bright 

Pavement^ that like a fea of jafper (hone, 

Impurpled with celeftial rofes finird. 

Then crown'd again, their golden harps they took, 

Harps ever tun'd, that glittering by their fide 

JLike quivers hung, and with preamble Cweet 

Of charmiDg fymphony they intioduce 

Their facred fong, and waken raptures high { 

No voice exempt, no voice but well could join 370 

Melodious part, fuch concord is in Heaven. 

Thee, Father, firft they fung Omnipotent, 
Immutable, Immortal, Infinite, 
Eternal King; thee Author of all being. 
Fountain of light, thyfelf invifible 375 

Amidft the glorious brightnefs where thou {it*ft 
Throned inacceflible, but when thou fhad'ft 
The full blaze of thy beams, and thraugh a cloud 
Drawn round about thee like a radiant flirine, 
Qark with exceifive bright thy ikirts appear, 3 So 

Yet dazle Heav'n, that brighteft Seraphim 
Approach not, but yf'\th both wings veil their eyes. 

G 3 Thee 
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Thee next they fang of all creation firft, 
Begotten Son, Divine Similitude, 
In whofe conipicuous countenance, without cloud 
Made vifible, th' almighty Father ihines, 
Whom elfe no creature can behold ; on thee 
ImpreisM th' effulgence of his glory' abides, 
TransfusM on thee his ample Spirit refts. 
He Heav'n of Heav'ns and- all the Po^'fs thttdn f9* 
By thee created, and by thee drew down 
Th* aspiring Dominations : tfiou that day 
Thy Father^s dreadful thunder didft not fparc. 
Nor ftop thy flaming chaiiot wheels^ that ihook 
Hear'n^s everlafting frame> whik o'er the necks 345 
Thou drov'ft of warring Angels difarray'd. 
Back from purfuit thy Pow'rs with loud acclame 
Thee only' extoll'd. Son of thy Father's might. 
To execute fierce vengeance on his foes. 
Not fo on Man i Him'throogh their maHce faH'n, 4.0^ 
Father of mercy* and grace, thou di<ift not doom 
So ftri^lly, Irtit much more to pity' incline : 
No fooner did thy dear and only Son 
Perceive thee purposed not to doom frail Matf 
So ftri6lly, but much more to pity' inclin'd, 4(^5 

He to appeafe thy wrath, and end the ftrife 
Of mercy' and juftice in thy face diPsem'd, 
Regardlefs of the blifs wherein he fat 
Second tathee, offer'd himielf to die 
For Man's ofFcnfe. O unexampled love, 410 

Love no whete to be found lefs than Divine t 
Hail Son of God, SaTiovr of Men, thy name ^ 

ShaU 



aMlbette I ^iim Mil Jb ^Hktffytii '-nil -1' • 
li ea ccl brllM »» ii ■J mn Jii ilii iMi f haip^f yWllr 
WmtS^f*- BW fiwi tfaj J^bmi^finiik^iliH. • 411 

Thill lUif'itiliiii;^ ■lwC^n<l«i!; #■!■/ ~ 
Thdr luppT ¥«» is fo^^MdiliyUiikig %ii^ 

Of AU jiwiil ji«y,i<i»»^4faLMy«i <i»i*i 
8Mtt-ali^t»d.Wftti%si«|llciii!A»flf ■-- •' 

or ChaM bh^'Mg f«l«ia#«}^^ 

Saveoiitl^fltJWf.!4Mb 

Though diftsnt far,. i^iQe?6B»U JtflfiftwH glim 

Of gimwvmg jfiy: lefs vqp'4 iffith tompeft loud : 

$bB«B walkM ^ Fion4; at.-lai^^- W ^iai»% M.dU . 43« 

At when a virftwr oHflmav^tbkvdy : 

MThofe fnowy ri^ge the cmrtQg Tartar hounds* 

Diflo<lging-froe&*« rfi^A /cfinec of 4>ney 

Tp gorgt rthie itfli 9f flmnbt- or ^Beanltiig kidi 

On hllU whMf Aodeaffc^M^ jUi^ tOMr^ai-d t^ie.fpriiigtt 

Of Ganges or Hfdedpn IndiadJrauna i 

But in hit way Iight9 OQ-thr haven plAiM . 

Of Striinii; vhcre Ghinsiea iha^ 

With lailt and wind their cany waggont Mghti 

ftp pn thit wiiidy iea of land, .the Titnd ' 440 

Walk*d up and down ailonc, hoit 00 him prey) . 

Alomt, for other ccnftuK in. this £bi!8€ 

G 4 lAVmj^ 
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Living or lifclcfft to be found was nouej 
None yety but ftore hereafter from tbe earth 
Up hither like aereal vapors flew 445 

Of all things tranfitory* and vain, when fin 
With vanity had AU'd the works of meni 
Both all things vain, and all who in vain thingi 
Built their fond hopes of glory' or lafting fame, 
Ofihappinefs in this or th* other life; 45Q 

All who have their reward on earth, the fruits 
Of painful fuperftition and blind zeal» 
Nought fceking but the praife of men, here find 
Fit retribution, empty as their deeds ; 
AU th* unaccompli/h'd works ^ Nature's hand, 455 
Abortive, monftroQs, or unkindly mix'd, 
DifTuIv'd on earth, fleet hithtfr, and in vain, 
Till final diflbludon, wander here. 
Not in the neighboring moon, ds fome have dream'di 
Thofc argent fields more likely habitants, 460 

Trunflated Saints, or middle Spirits hold 
Betwixt th* angelical and human kind. 
Hither of ill-joinM fons and daughters bom 
Firft from the ancient world thofe giants came 
With many a vain exploit, though then renown'd 1 
The builders next of Babel on the plain 
Of Sennaar, and ftill with vain defign 
New Babels, had they wherewithal, would boild-i 
Others came fingle \ he who to be deemM 
A God, leaped fondly into ^tna flames, 47a 

Empedocles ) and he who to enjoy 
Plato's Elyfium, leap'd into the fet» . 

Cleombiotus 
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Cleombrotus ; and many more too long. 

Embryo's and idiots^ eremites and friers • • - 

White, black, and gray, with all their tmmpery. 

Here pilgrims roam, that ftray'd fo far'to feck ■ ■ • 

In Golgotha him dead, who lives in Heaven } - 

And they who, to be fure of Paradife, 

Dying put on the weeds df Dominic, ' ' 

Ofin Francifcan think to pafs difguisM ; ' 4^0 

They pafs the planets fev'n, and pafs the iix*d. 

And that rryftallin jfphcre-whofe'balance weighs 

The trepidation talk'd, and that firft mov'd 5 

And now Saint Peter at Heaven's wicket fecms 

To' wait them with his keys, and now at foot 48^' 

Of Heav'n's afcent they lift their feet; when lo 

A violent crdfs wind from either coaft 

Blows them tranfverfe ten thoufand leagues *awry 

Into the devious air; then might ye fee 

Cowls, hoods, and habits with their wearers toft 490 

And fluttered into rags, 'then reliques, beads. 

Indulgences, difpenfes, pardons, bulls. 

The fport of winds : all diefe upwhirlM aloft 

Fly o'er the backfide of the world far off 

into a Limbo large and broad, (ince call'd 495 

The Paradife of Fools, to few unknown 

Long after, now unpeopled, and untrod. 

All this dark globe the Fiend found as he pafsM^ 

And long he wanderM, till at laft a gleam 

Of dawning light tum'd thither- ward in hafte 50* 

His traveled ftcps t far diftant he defcritf 

Afcending by*degreet magnificent 
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Up to the wall of lieav'n a ftru6luFe high ; . 

At top whereof> but fai* mor« ri^h appeai'M 

The work ag of a kingly palace gate» 505 

With fronti^Mce of diamond and go)d 

Embelliih'd j thick with fpariding oriu)t QtafHk 

The portal ihone^ inimitable on e^rtk - 

By model, or by finding pencil drawn. . 

^}^^ flairs were fuch as whereon Jacob (a^ 51Q 

Angels afcending and deicending, bands 

Of guardians bright^ when he from Efs^u- fled ' 

To Padan-Aram, in the field of Lua 

Preaming by night under the o^n iky^ 

Afld wakirtg cry'd. This is the g;ate of Heaven, 515 

Each ftair myilerioufly was meant^ nor ilood 

There always, but drawn up to Heav'i;! fometimes 

Viewlefs j and underneath * bright fea flovr'd 

Of jafper, or of liquid pearl, whereon 

Who after came fi-Om earth, failing arriv'd : 520. 

Wafted by Angelsj or flev o'er the. lake 

Rapt in a chariot drawn by fiery ftceds. 

The ftairs-wrerc tkpn let down, whether to dare 

The Fiend by eafy' afcent, or aggravate 

Hisf fad exclv.fion from the doors of blifs : 5^5 ■ 

Bire£l againft yrhjioh opei^'d from beneath, 

Juft o'er the blifsful feat of Paradife^ 

A pafl^ down to th' Earth, a paffage wide. 

Wider by far than that of aft^-timyes 

Over mount Sion, and, thoug^i that were large, si^ 

6ver the PromjsM X^i to God fo dear. 

By which, to vifit oft thofe h^ppy tdbe$« . 

On 
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On high behcfe. hU Ai^h to and fro 

Pafs'd freqiiMit» and his eye widi choree regaud 

]|jk«n Psuneas the fount oi J^rdaa*» flood - si^ 

To BfiiM^ 'wiiire the Holy LukI 

Borders on Bg3ipt nut tfe* Arabian iiiore ; ' 

So wide the 9pMiiiig foeMA'dy wfacprcr^toindB wevefet > 

To darlcatfr, ivob as liou^d theoisan maim, 

Ssttn from hEnect> iio«r on the lower (bur 54^ 

That fcal'd hjAtfa etf gold to Hsarf«n g^tft, 

Looks down ¥dth wonder at ^ fiiddeh virv 

Of all thii wMcldat ones. As when x fibont 

Through dsvk and deftrt ways with peril; gone ' 

AU nighty at lad hy krcak ef choarfiil dawn 54f 

Obtains the br«w of fomct high-oltnibing-l)ill» 

Which to his eye difcflvers unaYeam 

The goodly prQfyt& of fomc forogn land 

Firft feen^ or fimir renown'd i^etropolia 

Wiih glift'ruBg ipirea and pinnades adorned 55a 

Wlkich now the jriili^ fiin ^Ids with his beams t '. 

Such wonder ieiA*d> thangb after Hcaren foen. 

The Spi'rit maiigUy but much moce envy £ns>d» 

At fight of all this world beheld fix fair. 

Round he funrq^ (and w^l might, where he ftood 

So high above the circUng canopy 

Of nighf 8 extended ihade) from oaftem point 

Of Libra to tho fleecy ftar that boars 

Andromeda far off Atlantic feaa 

Beyond th'.hoffiaon; then ikom pole to p^la $6^' 

He views in breadth* and without longer pauTe 

Down right into tha wnrid^a iri jr^BgioA throws 
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His flight precipitant, and winds with eafe 

Through the pure marble air his oblique way 

Aniongft innumerable ftars, that ihone $6.5 

Stars diftant, but nigh hand £bemM other worlds } 

Or other worlds they feem'd, or happy iles, 

Likc.thoie Hefperian gardens fam*d of old> ' - 

Fortunate fields^ and igroves, and flow'ry vales, 

T^ce happy ilcs, but who dwelt happy there 570 

He ftayM not to inquire : above them all 

The golden fun in fplendor iikeft Heaven 

AlIurM his eye : thither- his courfe he bends 

Through the calm firmament, (but up or down, 

Bxf enter, or eccentric, hard to tell/' 575 

Or longitude,) where the great luminary • 

Aloof the vulgar conftellations thick, 

That from his lordly eye keep diftance due, 

Bifpenfes light fix>m far ^ they at they move 

Their ftarry dande in numbers that compute $%o 

Days months and years, tow*ard8 his all-chearing lamp 

Turn fwift their various motions, or arc tumM 

By his magnetic beam, that gently warms 

The univerfe, and to each inward part 

Witli'gentle penetration, though unfeen, 585 

Shoots invifible virtue ev'n to the deep $ 

So wondrau% was fet hit ftation bright. 

There lands the Fiend, a fpot like which perhaps 

Aftronomer in the fun*s lucent orb 

lihrough his gl|i£'d optic tube yet never faw. 590 

The place "he found beyond expreilion bright, 

Compared with oiigi)ron«uth, «etal or ftone | 

c:'j.i Not 



Not all parts like» but aJl alike iofbrmi^d 

With.hidiant light, as glowing ir^on with firej • . 

If inetal J part feem^d gold> part fiiver dear ^ - 595 

If ftone, carbuncle moft or chryfolitc^ 

Ruby or topaz, to th« twelve that ihone 

In Aason^s breaft-plate, and a flone befidet 

Imagined rather oft than elfewhere feen,. 

That ftone> or like to that» which here belo^tr 6bd 

Philofophers in rain fo long have fought. 

In vain, though by their powerful art they bind 

Volatil Herrojea, and call up unbotmd 

In various (hapes old Pvoteus from the 6»^ 

Prain'd through a limbec to his native ^xm^ 605 

"What wonder then if fields and regions hera^' 

Breathe forth Elixir pure, and rivers ni« 

Potable gold, when with one virtuous touch 

Th' arch-chcmic fun, fo far from us remote, 

Produces, with teri*eftrial humor mixM,- Kio 

Here in the dark C<y many pivcious things. 

Of color glorious, and effect fo rare ^ 

Here matter new to gaze the Dtvih met 

Undazled J far and widte Im« eye commands; 

Tat fight no obftacle found here, nor (hade, -615 

But all fun-fhine, as when h« beams at noon 

Culminate from th* equator, as they now 

Shot upward ftill dire£V, whence no way round 

Shadow from body opaque can fall ; and th' air 

jJo where fo clear, fharpen'd his vifual ray 620 

To objeas diftont far, whereby he foon 

Saw within k(^ » g^orioui' A»goi ^x^^^'p 

T\at 
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. firt art woM.lkm gictt ancbtek Ylriil 

. teinrctm ' diroagli lu|^iift Hcair'k to farb^ 

rhcn all 1m Ibin itkjr tmbftfiy Mtend I 

Jid iMn «t likdUft bj fiipreaM deoM 
*ake KoBor to obliliiit ind m kit eye ^u^ 

To Tifit oft riM MwcnattoB nnuul^ 
Un^eakable defire'to (m, mai. ksotr 
AU tlieie hit wdhiwat fvoiks bM cMliif lljn^ 
HitduifdiiiitkBdfiLvol-^ ]Dmiibr«lioiA 
AtttlideliUiroriUA^ifOiidrsiwIieovduliM^ 665 
Hsth bronght-ne ftom dw quiiM of Clrtndibihl 
Alone thus ^tmiMng. Br^t^ Seraph, fell 
In whtdt-of an tbde Ainifll; oriM ka& Men 
His fixed feat, or foed ftat Iftth'W&ile) 
Bat all thdb ihitung oriit hii choke to dwell; $yo 
That I may find hira, and With fecret gaze 
Or open admiration him behold. 
On whom the great Creator Inth biiftowM 
Worlds, and On whom hath all thde graces pMr*d) 
That both in hiii and all tilings, ts is maet, 67 f 

The vniverial Maker we may piMt^ 
AVIio jvftiy hitii drMT^-n ovt his rebel foet 
To deepeft Hdl, ndto it|iair tiiat lofs 

Created tfait «e%r happy race of Men 

To lerre him beittrs wife are all his ways. Ml 

So fpake the*iille ^ftmbler unperoeirM ; 

For ncidicr Mas av Aitel^tt 4iiecni 

Hyjoct'iff^ 
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Hypocrify, the only' evil that walks 

Invifible, except to God alone, 

By. his permiifive will, through Heaven and^ Earth : 685 

And oft, though wiidom wake, fufpicioft fleeps 

At wirdom> gate, and to fimplicity 

Refigns her charge, while goodnefs thinks no ill 

Where no ill feems : Which now for once beguird 

Vripl, though regent of the fun, and held 690^ 

The fharpeft-fightcd Spi'nt of all in Heaven j 

Who to the fraudulent impoftor foul 

In his uprightnefs anfwer thus retum'd^ 

Fair Angel, thydedre, which tends ta know • 
The works of God, . thereby to glorify 69 5. 

The great Work^n^afier, leads to no excefa 
That reaches hlame, but rather merits praife 
The more it feenu excefs, that led.tbee hither 
From thy empyreal manfion thus alQne> 
Toiwitnefs with thine eyes what fome perhaps 700. 
Contented with report hear. only' in Heaven : 
For wonderful indeed are all hi& works, 
Pleafant to know, and worthieft to be all 
Hacl in remembrance always with delight; . 
But^what created mind can comprehend 705, 

Their number, or the wifdom infinite 
That brought them forth, but hid their caufes, deep ? 
I faw when at his word the formlefs mafs. 
This world's material mold, came to. a heap : 
C^ufion heard his voice, and wild uproar 71 q 

Stood rul'd, ftood vaft inlmitude con^n'dj 
Till at his fecon^^ bidding .darkneTs fied« ■ 



r 



:IIL PARADISE LOST. 97 

Light ftonCy and ofder fixnn diforder (pningi 

Swift to llieir Imral quarter! hafted then 

The ciunbroos elementtt earthy floody air, fire I 715 

And ihU ethereal quinteflence of Heaven 

Flew upward* fpirited with Tariout form$. 

That roU*d oihicularp and tiim*d to ftart 

Mmnberlefty asthoofeefty and how they move ; 

Each had hit place appointed, each hit courfe; 720 

The icft in drcoit walls thit univerie. 

Look downward on that globe, whofe hidier fide 

l^th Iwht from hence, thou^ hut refleded, fliincs } 

That place it Earth the feat of Man, thatli^t 

Hit day, which elie as th* other hemifphere 725 

Nii^woidd invade } hut there the neighboring moon 

(So call that oppofite fair ftar) her aid 

Timely* interpoies, and her monthly round 

Still ending, ftill renewing, through mid Heaven, 

With boRowM light her countenance triform 730 

Hence fills and empties to inlighten th* Earth, 

And in her pale dominion checks the night« 

That ipot to which I point is Paradife, 

Adam^s abode, thofe lofty (hades his bower. 

Thy way thou canft not mifs, me mine requires. 735 

Thut faid, he tum'dj and Satan bowing low. 
As to fupcrior Spi^rits is wont in Heaven, 
Where honor due and reverence none negleds, 
.Took leave, and tow^ard the coafl of earth beneath, 
Down firom th* ecliptic, fped with hopM fuccefs, 749 
Throws his Aecp flight in many an aery wheel. 
Nor ftay*d, till on Niphates* top he lights. 
TBI M»P OW THE THiiLD BOOK. 
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The fame whofen John faw alfo in the fun t 

His back was ttirn'd, but not his brightness hid $ 

Of beaming foimy rays a golden 6ar .iS'i j 

Circled his head, nor lefs his locks behind 

Illuftrious on his ihonlders fledge with wings 

Lay waving round $ on ibme great chstrgt emt^kfy' j 

He feem'd, or fix*d in cogitation deep. 

Gl4d was thie Spi'rit impnrey as now in hope 6^m 

To find who might dired his wandering flight 

To Parftdife the happy feat of Man, 

His journey's end and our beginning woe. 

But firft he cafts to change his proper fliape> 

Which elfe might work him danger or delay « €3^ 

And now a ftripiing Cherub he appears. 

Not" of the prime, yet fuch as in his face 

Youth fmil'd celeftial, and to every limb 

Suitable grace diffusM, fo well he fcign'd t 

Under a coronet his flowing hair ^^. 

In curls on either cheek play'd ; ^ngs he wort 

Of many a colored plume fprinkled with gold. 

His habit fit for fpeed fuccin6^, and held 

Before his decent fteps a filver wand. 

He drew not nigh unheard ; the Angel bright^ ^4^^ 

Ere he drew nigh, his radiant vifage tum'd, 

Admoniih'd by his ear, and ftrait was known 

Th' Arch- Angel Uriel, one of the feven 

Who in God's prefence, neareft to his throne. 

Stand ready at command, and are his eyes 6$^ 

That run through all the Heav'ns, or down to th^ Earth • 

Bear his fwift errands over moift and dry, 

O^cr" 
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O'er Tea and land : htm Satan tbtfs acedfts. 

Uriel, for thou of thofe ierdn Spi'fitt ^tm ftand 
In Hgbt of Ood's high throne, glorioufiy brighti 6$^ 
The firft art wont his great authentic inii 
Interpreter through higheft Hea?r'n to brmgv 
Where all hit Cans thy fembafly aKend j 
And here art likelieU by fupreme decree 
Like honor to obtain, and as his eye ^s$^ 

To vifit oft this new creation rounds 
Unfpeakable deiire to fee, and know 
All thefe his wondrous works, but cKi^y Mim, 
His chief delight knd faToi*, hini'^br whom 
All thefe his works lb wondrous he ordaiti -d, <I6# 

Hath brought me from the quires of Cherebim 
Alone thus wandering. Brighteft 8eraph, teU 
In which of all thefe (hining orbs hath Man 
His fixed feat, or fi^ed feat hath none, 
But all thefe fhining orbs his choice to dwell; ^o 
That I may find him, and \vith fecret gaze 
Or open admiration him behold, 
On whom the great Creator hath bdftowM 
Worlds, and on whom hath all th^ graces pbur^H) 
That both in him and all tilings, as is mciit, 67^ 

The univerfal Maker we may pt^u!^; 
Who jufUy htth driven out his rebel foes 
To deepeft Hell, and to repair that lofs 
Created this neW hippy race of Men 
To ferve him better: wife art all his ways. Ht^' 

So fpake the fklfe diflembler unperceiyM ; 
For neither Man nor Angri^aft ^iAken 

HypocrifYi 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

Satan now in profpefl of Eden, and nigh the place 
where he muft now attempt the bold enterprife which 
he undertook alone againft God and Man, falls into 
many doubts with himfelf, and many paflions, fcar^ 
envy, and defpair; but at length confirms himfelf in 
evil, journeys on to Paradife whofe outward profpeft 
and utuation is defcrihed, overleaps the bounds, fits 
in the ihape of a cormorant on the tree of life, as 
higheft in the garden, to look about him. The 
garden defcriVd; Satan''sfirft fight of Adam and Eve $ 
his wonder at their excellent form and happy ftate, 
but with refolution to work their fall ^\ove^ears 
their difcourfe, thence gathers that the tree of know- 
ledge was forbidden them to cat of, under penalty of 
death ; and thereon intends to found his temptation 
by feducing them to trajafgrefs : then leaves them a 
while, to know further 6f their ilatc by fome other 
means. Mean while Uriel defcending on a funbeam 
warns Gabriel, who had in charge the gate of Para- 
dife, that fome evil Spirit had efcap'd the deep, and 
pafs^d-at nopn by his ftiJier^ iH the ihape of a good 
Angel down to Paradife, difcovered after by his 
funous geflures in the mount. Gabriel promiles to 
find him ere morning. JKight coming on, Adam 
and Eve difcourfe of going to their refl : their bower 
defcribM i their evening worfhip. Gabriel drawing 
forth his bands of night-watch to 'walk the round of 
Paradife, appoints two ftrone Angels to Adam*s 
bower, left the evil Spirit fhould be mere doing fome 
harm to Adam or Eve fleeping ; there they find him 
at the ear of Eve, tempting her in a dream, and bring 
him, though unwilling, to Gabriel ; by whom que^ 
tibn'd, he fcomfylly anfwers, prepares refiftance, but 
hindered by a iign from Heaven, flies out of Para* 
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OFor diat warning voice,, which he who iaw 
Th*. Apocalyps heard' cry in Heaven aloud^^ 
Then wlien the Diagon> put to fecond.rout,^ 
Game forioot down, to be revenged on-men,o 
Wmui^hibahiUmtswiarthl th'atnow^. 5- 

^¥hik time was^. our firft parents had been wam*d 
The coining of their fecretfoe, and fcapM,, 
Haply fo fcap^d his mortal fnare : for now 
Satan, now firft infiamM with rage, came down. 
The tempter ere th^ accufer of man-kind, 10 

^o wicck on innocent frail man his lofs 
Of-tiiat firft battel, and hia flight to Hell : 
Yet not rejoicing in his ipeed, diough bold 
Far off and fearlefs, nor with canfe to boaft, 
Bq^s hb dire attempt, which nigh the birth 13 

Vow rolling bmls in his tumultuous hreaft. 
And like 'a deriliOi engin back recoils 
Upon hinifelf ; horror and douBt diftni£l 
His troubled dioughts, and lirom die bottom ftlr 
The Hell within him ; for widdn him Hell 20 

He brings, and round about him, nor from Hell 
One ftep no more than from himicif can fly 

Hi ^5 
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By change of place : now confcience wakes defpair 
That flumberM, wakes the bitter memory 
Of what he was, what is, and what muft be ^^5 

Worfe ; of worfe deeds worfe fufFerings muft enfue. 
Sometimes tow'ards Eden, which now in his view 
Lay pleafant, his grievM look he fixes. fad; 
Sometimes tow'ards Heav'n and the full-blaxing fun. 
Which now fat high in his meridian tower.; 30 

Then much revolving, thus in fighs began. 

O thou that with furpaffing glory crown'd, 
Look^ft from thy fole dominion like the God 
•Of this new world ; at whdfe fight all the ttars 
Hide their diminifh'd heads.; to thee I call, 3^5 

But with no friendly voice, and add thy name 

Sun, to' tell thee how I hate thy beams. 
That bring to my remembrance from what flate 

1 fell, how glorious once above thy fphere 5 

Till pride and worfe ambition threw me down 40 

Warring in Heav'n againft Heav'n'« matchleie king;. 
Ah wherefore I he defcrv'd no fuch return 
From me, whom he created what I was 
In that bright eminence, and with his good 
Upbraided none; nor was his fervice hard. 45 

What could be lefs than to afford him praife* 
The eafieft recompenfe, and pay him thanks^ 
How due ! yet all his good provM ill in me. 
And wrought but malice ; lifted up fo high 
1 fdeind fub}e6lion, and thought one ftep higher 59 
Would fet me hig^heft, and in a moment quit 
The debt immenfe o£ eiidJeis gratitude, 
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So haidm&mt£dll payings ftill to owe» 

Forgetful what firon hinn I ftill receiyM, 

aAjidiiiiderftiiod not that a grateful mind 55 

B J owing owe» not; but ftill pays, at once 

Indebted and difchargMj what burden then ? 

O had hit powerful deftiny ordained 

Me ibme inferior Angela I had flood 

^Irhen h^ipyj no unbounded hope had rsusM tfo 

Ambidon. Yet why not? fbme other Power 

At great might have afptr'dy and mediough meaa 

I>rawn to hit part j but other Pow>$ as gmt 

Fell not) but ftand unflMken^ from within 

<^ inui without, -to all temptationi armM. 6$ 

Uadft Ihoii the fame free will and pow'r to ftand ? 

Thou hadft : whom haft thou then or what t* accufe, 

But Heav*n*8 free love dealt equally to all ? 

Be then his love accurs''d, fince love or hate» 

To me alike, it deals eternal woe. 70 

Nay cursM be thou j flnce againft his thy will 

Chofe freely what it now fo juftly rues. 

Me miferable 1 which way ihall I fly 

Infinite wrath, and infinite defpair ? 

Which way I fly is Hell ; myfelf am Hell ; 75 

And in the loweft deep a lower deep 

Still threatning to devour me opens wide. 

To which the Hell I fuffer feems a Heaven. 

O then at laft relent : is there no place 

Left for repentance^ none for pardon left ? 80 

None left but by fubmifTion ; and that word 

Difdain forbids me> and my dread of fhame 

H 4. Kmoxv'^f, 
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Among the Spi'rits beneath, whom I feduc'd 

With other promifes and other vaunts 

Than to fubmit, boafting I could fubdue 85 

Th' Omnipotent. Ay me, they little know 

How dearly I abide that boaft fo vain. 

Under what torments inwardly I groan. 

While they adore me on the throne of Hell, 

With diadem and fcepter high advancM, 99 

The lower ftill I fall, only fupreme 

In mifery ; fuch joy ambition finds. 

But fay I could repent, and could obtain 

By aft of grace my former ftate j how foon 

Would highth recall high thoughts, how foon unfay 

What feign'd fubmiflion fwore ? eafe would recant 

Vows made in pain, as violent and void. 

For never can ti-ue reconcilement grow> 

Where wounds of deadly hate have pierc'd fo deep : 

Which would but l^ad me to a worfe r^lapie 100 

And heavier fall : fo ihould I pmchafe dear 

Short intermiflion bought with double fmart. 

This knowis my puniiher; therefore as far 

From granting he, as I from begging peace 1 

All hope excluded thus* behold in ftead 105 

Of us out-caft, exiPd, his new delight. 

Mankind created, and for him this world. 

So farewelJiope, and with hope farewel fear, 

Farewel remorfe : all good to me is loft 5 

JEvil be thou my good; by thee at leaft no 

Divided empire with Heav^n^s king I hold, 

By thee, and more than half perhaj>s wiU reign j 

As 
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At Man tnUmg, tad this new worid fnll koxm^ 

Tlrat ^MU ke l^tke, etch ptflSon dimmM his face ; 
ThrictfchaogMwidiptle, ife»€il¥7» andde^r; 115 
Which mairM hit boRow'd Tiiagey andbetrayM 
Him ccninterftity if any eye beheld. 
For heaY*nly minds from fnch dtftempen foul 
Are erer dear. Where6f he foon aware. 
Bach p c ilmbaU on finooth*d with outward calmi i2« 
Artificer of frauds and was the firft 
That praftiaM fUiiood under faintly fhow^ 
JOe^ malice to conceal, covchM ^th refengei 
Vet not enoogh had pra^t^d to deceive 
Hfid once wamM} whoft eye porfued him down 12^ 
The way he went, and on ^' Afiyrian mount 
Saw him.ditfigttr*dy more than could befall 
Spirit of hiqipy fort : his geftures fierce 
He mark*d and mad demeanour, then alone, 
As he fnppos^d, all unobfervM, unfeen. 1 30 

So on he flues, and to the border comes 
Of Eden, where delicious Paradife, 
Now nearer, crowns with her inclofure green. 
As with a rural mound, the champaign head 
Of a fteep wildemefs, whofe hairy fides 135 

With thicket ore r gro w n, grottefque and wild, 
Acceia deny*d ; and over head up grew 
Infuperable highth of lofdeft (hade. 
Cedar, and pine, - and fir, and branching palm, 
A fylvan fcene, and as the ranks afcend 140 

Shade ab«>Te (hade, a woody theatre 
Of ftatclieft view, Y$t h'l^icr than ihtir tops 

TVic 
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The ycrd'rous wall of Paradife up fpning : 
Which to our general ftre gave profped): large 
•Into his nether empire neighboring round. t^$ 

And higher than that wall a circling row 
Of goodlieft trees loaden with faireft fruit, 
BlofToms and fruits at once of golden hue, 
Appear'd, with gay enamePd colors mix'd : 
On which the fun more glad imprcfs^d his beams 250 
Than in fair evening cloud, or humid bow. 
When God hath fliow'r'd the earth 5 fo lovely feem'd 
That landAdp : And of pure now purer air 
Meets his approach, and to the heart Lnfpires 
Vernal delight and joy, able to drive 155 

All fadnefs but defpair : now gentle gales 
Fanning their odoriferous wings difpenfe 
Native perfumes, and whifper whence tliey ftole 
Thofe balmy fpoiIs» As when to them who fail 
Beyond the Cape of Hope, and now are paft i6« 

Mozambic, off at fea north-eaft winds blow 
Sabean odors from the fpicy (hore 
Of Araby the bleftj with fuch delay 
Well pleasM they (lack their courfe, and many a league 
Chear'd with the grateful fmcU old Ocean fmiles : 165 
So entertained thofe odorous fweets the Fiend 
Who came their bane, though with them better plcas'd 
Than Afmodeus with the fifhy fume 
That drove him, though enamour'd, from the fpoufe 
Of Tobit's fon, and with a vengeance fent 170 

From Media polt to Egypt, there faft bound. 
Now to th' ^cent of that fteep favage hill 

Satan 



Satan had \(Mfmtf^ on, (tenfive and fLtm^ 
•Bat fbrdier ^tfflqrfbimd none, fo^iok inMrinMf 
4k% one contnmed i^rake, thenndergrowth 17^ 

*Of Umibs and tanf^ing bufliet^ iiad .perplexed 
All ^thof man-or^beaft {hat pafsM that way? 
- One gate:theit mSXj wa«». and diat looked eaft 
'On th* other fidt-: which when th* arch-felon (aw. 
One entranced iitifdiu^nM, and in^contampt, H# 

-At one flight bound 'high ofer leap'd all bound 
'Of hill Qt lyghflft wall, and ihcer "tvidiin' 
Xights on his - feet. As when fi^ pKo^^ingf n^o^ 
-\ll^ni hunger drives to iSeek new haunt for prey, 
^Vnatdiing'iiiiMKliepfatrds pein tkeflf fiodcs at^eie iS|$ 
In hurdled eoiea Atiidthe^ld fecttre, 
■Leaps o'erthe fnwe with eafe hito the fold s 
Or as a thief bent to unhord the ca(h 
Of fome rich burgher, whofe fubftantTal doors; 
Crofs-barrM and bolted faft, fear no affault, 190 

In at the ^ndow climbs, or o'er the tiles : 
So clomb this iirft grand thief into God^s fold ; 
So fince into his church lewd hirelings climb* - 
Thence-np he flew, and on the tree of life. 
The middle tree and higheft there that grew, 19$ 

■Sat like a cormorant $ yet not true life 
Thereby regaiuM, but fat devifing death 
To them who liv*d ; nor on the virtue thought 
Of that life-giTing plant, but only usM 
For profpefl, what well usM had been the pledge ' 206 
Of immortality. So little knows 
Any, but God alone, to value right 



TVift 



to$ PARADISE LOST. BDok IV. 

The good before him, but perverts beft things 
To worft abufe, or to their meaneft ufe.. . 
Btfieath him with new wonder now he views 205 

To all delight of human fenfe exposM 
In narrow room Nature's whole wealth, 3rea more, 
A Heaven on E&rth^ for blifsfol Paradife 
Of God the garden was, by him in tfi^ eaft 
Of Eden planted ; Bden ftrstch'd her line 210. 

From Auran eaftward to the royal towers - 
Of great Seleucia, built by Grecian kings,. 
Or where the fons of Ed«n long before 
Dwelt in TelaiTar : in this pleafant foil 
His hi more pleasant garden God ordainM y 115 

Out of the fertil ground he causM to grow 
All trees of nobleft kind for fight, fmell, tafte 5 
And all amid them ftood the tree oflife^. 
High eminent^ blooming ambroiial fruitr 
<Of vegetable gold} and next to lifey.. 229 

Our death the tiiee of knowledge grew faft by, 
Knowledge of good -bought dtar by knowing ill.y 
Southward through Eden went a river large. 
Nor changM his courfe, but througb the Alaggy hill 
S^fi'd underneath inguird $ for God had thrown zx$ 
That mountain as his garden mold high raised 
Upon the rapid current, which through veins 
Of porous eardi with kindly thirft up drawti, 
Kofe a freih fountain, and with many a rill 
^ater'd the garden; thence united fell 230 

Down the fteep glade, and met the nether flood, 
Which from ]^$ darkfome pa£^e now appears,. 
< And 
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And now divided into four main ftreams. 

Runs direrfey wtnd^ring'inanf a famous realm 

And countrjTy wliereof here needs no account s . V 235 

But rather to tell how, if Art could Cell, 

How from'tfaat faphir fount the crifped brooks^ 

Rolling on- orient pearl and fanda of gold» 

With masf error under pendent (hades 

Rkm neftar, vifiting each plaqt, and fed ^j^o - 

Flowers, wordiy* of Paradiie, ->R^ich not nice Art 

In beds and curious knots, lynt Nature boon 

Ponr*d forth profuie on hill and dale and plain» 

Both where the morning fan firft wamdy fmote 

The open field, and where the tmpiercM (hade 345 

InbrownM the noontide bowers vTl^us was this place 

A happy* ruml (eat of various view ; 

Groves whofe rich trees wept odbrous gums and balm, 

Others whofe fruit bumifliM with golden rind 

Hung amiable, Hefperian fables true, 250 

If true, here only\ and of delicious tafte : 

Betwixt them lawns, or level downs, and flocks 

Grazing the tender herb, were interposM, 

Or palmy hilloc ; or the flow*ry lap 

Of fome irriguous valley fpread her ftore, %^^ 

Flowers of all hue, and without thorn the rofe t 

Another (ide, imibrageous grots and caves 

Of cool recefs, o>r which the mantling vine 

Lays forth her purple grape, and gently creeps 

Luiuriant ; mean while murmuring waters fdl 269 

Down the (lope hills, difpers'd, or in a lake. 

That to the fringed hank with myrtle crowned 

Htr 
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Jler cryftal mirror holds, unite their krtams:^- 

The bird9 their quire apply j airs, vernal airs, 

Ssreathing the fmell effield.and grove,, attune : 

The trembling leaves, while univerfal Pan 

Knit with the Graces and the Hours in dance 

Led on th' eternal fpringi/^ Not. that fair field 

Of Enna, where Proferpin gathering flowers, 

Hcrfelf a fairer fiow'r by gloomy Dis j 

Was gatherM, which coft Ceres all that pain 

To feek her through the world j nor that fwect giw 

Of Daphne by Orontes, and th' infpir'd 

Caftalian fpring^ might with this Paradife 

Of Eden drive ; nor that Nyfeian ilc 

Girt with the river Triton, where old Cham,^. 

Whom Gentiles Ammon call and Libyan Jove, . 

Hid Amalthea and her florid foil 

Young Bacchus from his ftepdame Rhea's eye j ^ 

Nor where Abaflin kings their ifTue guard, 

Mount Amara, though this by fome fuppos?d 

True Paradife under the Ethiop line 

By Nilus head, inclos'd with fhining rock, , 

A whole day's journey high, but wide remote. 

Fjom this Aflyrian garden, where the Fiend 

S^aw undelightcd all delight, all kind 

Of living creatures new to fight and ilr£lnge«. 

Two of far nobler fliape ercSt and tall. 

Godlike ercft, with native honor clad 

Lv naked majefty feem'd lords of all, 

And worthy feem'dj for in their looks diviiie,. 

The image of their glorious Maker ihone^ . 

Tr 
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Truth, wifdom, fan6litu(le fevere and pure, 
(Severe but in tnic filial freedom placM) 
Whence true authority in men ; though both 295 

Not equal, as their iex not equal feem'd j 
For contemplation he and valor formM, 
For foftnefs ihe and fweet attraftive grace,. 
He for God only, ihe for God in him : V 
Hi» fair large front and eye fublime declard 300' 

Abfolute rule j and hyacinthin locks 
Round from his parted forelock manly hung 
Cluftring, but not beneath his (boulders broad : 
She as a veil down to the flender wafte 
Her unadorned golden trcfles wore J05, 

DiOievePd, but in wanton ringlets wav'd 
As the vine curls her tendrils, which imply'd 
Subjeftion, but required with gentle fway. 
And by her yielded, by him beft received. 
Yielded with coy fubmiflion, modeft pride, 31Q 

t. And fweet reluftant amorous delay .^^ 

Nor thofe myfterious parts were thenronceard. 

Then was not guilty fhame, difhoneft ihame 

Of nature's works, honor difhonorable^ 

Sin-bred, how have ye troubled all mankind 315 

With fhows inftead, mere (hows of feeming pure. 

And baniflrd from man's life his happieft life. 

Simplicity and fpotlefs innocence ! 

So pafsM they naked on, nor (hunn'd the fight 

Of God or Angel, for they thought no ill : 32Q 

So hand in-hand they pafs'd, the lovelieft pair 

That ever fmcc in low's embracfcs met j 

Ad;im 
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Adam the goodlieft man of men fmce born 

His fons, the faireft of her daughters Evc^ 

Under a tuft of ihade that on a green 325 

Stood whifpVing foft, by a frefh fountain fide 

They fat them down 5 and after no more toil 

Of their fwect gardening labor than fufiic'd 

To recommend cool Zephyr, and made eafe 

More eafy, wholfome thirft and appetite 330 

More grateful, to their fupper fruits they fell, 

Ne6larin fruits which the compliant boughs 

Yielded them, fide^long as they fat i-ecline 

On the foft downy bank damafkM with flowers : 

The favory pulp they chew, and in the rind 335 

Still as they thirfted fcoop the brimming dream j 

Nor gentle purpofe, nor endearing fmilcs 

Wanted, nor youthful dalliance as befeems 

Fair couple, linkM in happy nuptial league. 

Alone as theyJl^About them friiking play*d 34.0 

All beafts of th* earth, fince wild, and of all chafe 

In wood or wildernefs, foreft or den j 

Sporting the lion rampM, and in his paw 

Dandled the kid 5 bears, tigers, ounces, pards, 

Gambord before them ; th* unwieldy elephant 345 

To make them mirth usM all his mighty and wreathed 

His lithe probofcis ; clofe the ferpent fly 

Infinuatmg, wove with Gordian twine 

His b^-caded tram> and of bis fatal guile 

Gave proof unheeded j others on the grafs 350 

Couch'd, and now fillM with pafture gazing fat. 

Or bedward rumioatlng ; fgr Uic fua 

^' Declined 
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Declitf d' was Haftirig now with prone carreei' 

To th' ocean iles, and in th' afcending fcaie *: 

Of Hcav'n the (tars that ulher evchiirg rofe: 355 

When Satait ftill in gas^e, as firft he ftood. 

Scarce' thw at length fail'd fpeech recovered fid, v^ ^ 

O Hell ! what do mine eyed with grief behold ! 
Into our room of blifs thui high advanced 
Creatures of oth^r nibld, earth-born perhaps, 3^0 
Not Spirtft; yet to hfeaViily Spirits bright 
Little irffeiiof 5 \(rhonf my thoughts purftie 
With wonder, and could love, -fo lively ihines 
In them divine refemblaiice, and fuch grace 
TWhand that form*d them on their ihape hath pdurM. > 
Ah gentle pair, yi^ little think how nigh 
Your change approaches, when all thefe delights^ 
Will vanilh and deliver ye to woe, 
More woe, the more your tafte is now of joy j 
Happy, but for fo happy ill fecur'd 37a 

Long to continue, and this high feat your Heaven 
111 fencM for Heaven to keep out fuch a foe 
As now is enterM ; yet no purposM foe 
To you, whom I could pity thus forlorn. 
Though I unpitied :^eague with you I feck, $75 
And mutual amity fo ftirait, fo cldfe. 
That I with you muft dwell, or you with nie 
Henceforth ; my dwelling haply may not ple^e. 
Like this fair Paradife, your fehfe, yet fuch 
Accept your Maker*s work j he gave it me, 310 ' 

Which I as freely give 5 Hell ihall unfold. 
To entertain you two, her wideft gxtes, 
Voc. I. I And 
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And fend forth all her kings ; there will be roomy 

Not like thefe narrow limits, to receive 

Your numerous offspring j if no better place, 385 

Thank him who puts me loath to this revenge 

On you who wrong me not for him who wrong'd. 

And (hould I at your harmlefs innocence 

Melt, as I do, yet public reafon juft, 

Honor and empire with revenge inlargM^ 39a 

By conquering this new world, compels me now 

To do what elfe though damnM I (hould. abhor. ^ 

So fpake the Fiend, and with neceflity, 
The tyrant's plea, excusM his devili/h deeds. 
Then from his lofty ftand on that high tree 395 

Down he alights among the iportful herd 
Of thofe four-footed kinds, himfelf now one. 
Now other, as their fhape ferv'd bcft his end 
Nearer to view his prey, and unefpy'd 
To mark what of their ftate he more might learn 400 
By word qr aftion mark'd : about them round 
A lion now he ftalks with fiery glare ; 
Then as a tiger, who by chance hath fpy'd 
In fome purlieu two gentle fawns at play. 
Strait couches clofe, then ridng changes oft 405 

Hh (fouchant watch, as one who chofe his ground, 
Whence ruftiing he might fureft feife them both 
GripM in each paw : when Adam firft of men 
To firft if women Eve thus moving fpeech, 
TurnM him all ear to hear new utterance flow. ^ 410 

Sole partner, and folc part, of all thcfe joys. 
Dearer thyfel^ than all ^ needs muft the Power 

That 



That, nude itSf Jnd for ut diit ample world, . 

Be ivBjmteity good, .and of his good 

jyaJiberal and finte at infinite j . 415; 

That raised ns fromithe duft and plac'd tit here 

In all this happinefs, who at his hand 

Have nothing, merifeedy nor can peefonn ■ 

Ought whereof he hath need, ht who requires ^ 

Fnfli us no other fenric'e thait to kec^ ■ 4ao - 

This one, ihia eafy charge, of aU.the tresa . 

In Pandlfe that bear deUcious fruit 

80 Tariotts^ Jiot to taAe thafonly tree - 

Of knowledge, planted'bj the tree of iile I ^ X 

S^aaar grows ddith to ,)ift^ whatever <teath if,'- ' i9$r 

Some dreadful thing nodeubt ; ibr weU'thou kaow*ft ' 

God hath pranouiicMit death to tafte^that tree,- . 

The only Hgn of our obedience left 

Among fo many figns of powV.and rulo ^ . 

ConfciT'd upon us, aud domimon- given 1 43a - 

Over all other creatures that poUefs . 

Earth, air, and fea. Then let us- not think iiard 

One eafy prohibition,, whq cnj(^ 

Free leav^ U> laige to all things elfe, and choice 

Unlimited of manifold delights.;. 435 

But let us ever.praife him,, and oxtol 

His bounty, following.our delightful ta(k» 

To prune theft gprowing plants, and tend tbafe flowers, 

Which were it toilfome, yet with thee were fweet. ^^ 

To -whom jthus Eve reply'd. O- thou for whom 44a > 
And from whom I was formed fle(h of thy flefli. 
And without whom, am to no end, • my guide 

/a KtA 
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And head, what thou haft £aid is jvft smd lighu 

For we to him indeed ail praifcs owe, 

An4 daily thanks ; I chiefly who enjoy 445 ^ 

So far the haj^er lot, enjoying diee 

Preeminent by fo muck odds, while thou 

Like confort to thyfeM^ canft no where find. 

That day 1 oft remember, when from Aeqi 

I fir^t awaked, and found myfelf reposM 450 ^ 

Under a ihade on flowers, much wond'ring where 

And wha( I was, whence thither brou§^t and how. // 

Not diftant far from thence a. murmuring found 

Of waters iifued from a cave, and fpread 

Int9 a liqiiid plain^ then flood miniQT'd 455 

Pure as> th* expanie of HeaT^A j X thither wen^ 

With unexporienc'd thought, » and. laidr me down 

On the green bank, to look into the clear 

Smooth lake, that to me ftenv'd another iky. 

Aa I bent down to look^ juft oppoiite 460 

A fhape within the watry gleam SL^p^tSifd, 

Bending ta look on me s- 1 flartedbaok> 

It ftarted back i but pleasM I foon retumM ; . 

Pleas'd it returned as finm with anfw-ring looks 

Of fympathy and loye :?(tha« I had fixM 465 

Mine eyes till now, and pin*d with vun defire, 

Had not a yoice thus wamM me. What thou feeft> 

What there thou feeft^ fair Creature, is thyfelf ; 

With thee it came and goes : but follow me, 

And^lwill^briog diee where no fhadow ftays 479 

Thy coming, and thy foft embraces, he 

WAo/e Jmago^A»u art $ htm diou flialt enjo^r 

Infepsurably 
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laftpmbly tliJiic» to Um diilt bcv 

MnltJQK&dM like ikf&if^ and the&ce be ealTd 

Mather cf Iraouui n^. What coold I do» 4.75 

But follow ftrait> iiiTifibly tinit kd } 

Till I efpyM thce^ fair indeed and tall. 

Under a platan } yet metbought lefk fur. 

Left winning fofty left amiably mild. 

Than that finoodiwrntiyhnage: back ItiimM{^48o 

Thou following cry*dft aloud. Return faur E¥e^ 

Whom fly^ft thou ? whom thou fty^, of Irim fHon aot, 

Hia fldhy his bone } to g^ve thee beting I font 

Out of my fide to tiiee, neatcft my heart 

Snbftantiallifey tohavetiw^bymyfide 4S5 

Henceforth an individual folkce dear j 

Part of my foul I feek ihee, and tiiee dame 

My other half; with that thy gentle hand 

CeisM mine ; I yielded, and from that time fte 

How beauty ie exceird by manly grace 496 

And wifdom, which alone is truly fair. /» 

So ipake our general mother, and with eyes 
Of conjugal attraftion unreprovM, 
And meek funreader, half enA>racing lean*d 
On our £rft fidier $ half her fweliing bceaft 495 

Naked met his under ^ ftowihg gold 
Of her loofe tieflet hid 1 he in Might 
Both of her beauty and M mu S cre charms 
SmilM with fuperior lore, as Jupiter 
On Juno fmiUs, when he impregns the clouds 500 
That filed May flowers | and prefsM her matron lip 
With kifies pure i aiide the Devil turned 

J 3 ¥ot 
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For envy, yet with jealous leer malign 

EyM them aikance, and to himlelf thus plainM. . 

\ Sight hatefiily fight tormenting I thus thefe two 5^5 
; Imparadis'd in one another^s arms. 
The happier Eden, fhall enjoy t^eir fill 
' Of blifs on bUfs-; while I to Hell am thniily 
Where neither joy nor love, but fierce defire. 
Among our. other torments not the leaft, 510 

Still unfulfiird with pain of longing pines. 
Yet let roe not forget what I have gained 
From thejr own mouths : all is not theii-s it feemsj 
One fatal tree there ftands of knowledge caird> 
Forbidden them to tafte. : . Knowledge, forbidden ? 5 IJ5 
Sufpicious, i*eafonlefs. Why ihould their .Lord 
Envy them jiiat ? ian it be fin to Jcnow ? 
Can it be death ? and iio they, only iland 
By ignorance ? is that their h^ppy ftate. 
The proof of their obedience.and their.faitb'-? ^^xo 
O fair foundation laid whereon to build 
Their ruin ! Hence I wilkexcite their, minds 
With more defire to know, and to rejefi:. 
Envious commands^ invented with defign 
Takeep themiow whom<knowiedge might exllt ^525 
Equal with Gods : afpiring to be fuch 
They tafte and die : what likelier can enfue ? 
But firft withfiarrow iearch I/muft^ walk round 
This garden^ and no comer leave unfpyM ; 
A^hance'but chance may lead>where'I may meet 53[o 
Some wandering Spi'rit of Heav'n by fountain fide, 
iOrj'n thick ^aiie-rttir'd, from him to draw 

What 
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Whftt further would be4eamM. Live while jon may. 

Yet hxjpff ^ur i'^njojf till I retnnty 

Short pleafuret, for long woe« are to facceed. 535 

80 iiyingy hit proud ftep he fcomfiil tumM, 
But with fly ciraunfpeftioiiy and began 
Through wood>thnnigh wafte^o^er hill,o*er dale, his roam • 
Mean while in utmoft longitade, ^ndiere Heaven 
With earth and ocean meets, the fetting fun 540 

Slowly defcended, and with right afp6^ 
Againft the eaftem gate of Paradife 
Leveird hit evening rays : it was a rock 
Of alabaftery piPd up to die clouds^ 
Ooofpicuotis ^r, winding with one afcent 54^ 

AccciEUe from earth, one entrance high ; 
The reft was craggy cliff, that overhung 
Still as it rofe, impoflible to climb. 
Betwixt thcfe rocky pillars Gabriel fat, 
Chief of th' angelic guards, awaiting night ; 550 

About him exercisM heroic games 
Th* unarmed youth of Heaven, but nigh at hand 
Celcftial armoury, fliields, helms, and fpears. 
Hung high with diamond flaming, and with gold. 
Thither came Uriel, gliding through the evea 555 
On a fun beam, fwift as a (hooting ftar 
In autumn thwarts the night, when vaport fir*d 
Imprefs -the air, and fliows the mariner 
From what point of hit compaft to beware 
Impetuout winds t he thus began in hafte. 560 

Gabriel, to thee thy courfe by lot hath given 
Charge and ftrid wBtch, x/iat to thU happy place 

/4 ^ lio 
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No evil thing a^^roach or enter in. 

This day at highth of noon came to ipy fphere 

A Spirit, zealous, as he feem'd, to know, 565 

More cf th* Almighty''s works, and chiefly Man, 

God''s lateft image : I defcrib^d his way 

Bent all on fpeed, and mark'd his aery gate; 

But in.the4nount that lies from Eden north. 

Where he £rft lighted, foon difcemM his looks 570 

Alien from Heaven, with paifions foul obfcur^d : 

Mine eye purfued him fUU, but .under ihade 

Loft fight of him : one of the baniihM crew, 

I fear, hath ventured from the deep, to raife 

New troubles j him thy care muft be to find. 575 

To whom the winged warrior thus returned. 
Uriel, no wonder if thy perfed fightp 
Amid the fun's bright circle wher« thou fitft, 
See far and wide : in at this gate none pafs 
The vigilance here placed, but fuch as come 5I0 

Well known from Heaven j and fince meridian hour 
No creature thence 1 if $pi'rit of ^ther fort, 
So minded^ have o*er-leap'd thefe earthy bounds 
On purpoie^ hard thou know'ft it to exclude 
Spiritual fubftance with corporeal bar. 5S5 

But if within the circuit of thefe walks, 
In wh^oev«r ihape he lurk, of whom 
Thou teirft, by morrow dawning I (hall know. 

So promis'4 he } and Uriel to his charge 
lU^rnM on ih^t bright beam, whofe point now raised 
Bore hi^;^ dope down.ward to the £im now fall'n 
JBeaeafj^ fifi^ Axores; whether the prime orb, 

^: liLCcedible 
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Incredible hovr fwift, had thither roU'd 
Diurnal, or this lefs yolubil earth, 
3/ ihorter flight to th' eaft, had left him there 595 
Arraying with refle£led purple^ and gold 
The clouds that on his weibrn throne attend. 
Now came ftiU evening on, and twilight gray 
Ha4 in her fober livery all things clad ; 
Silence accompanied $ for beaft and bird, 60b 

They to their gnUTy couch, thcfe to their ncfts 
Were flunk, aH but the wakeful nightingale ^ 
She all night long her amorous defcant fung ; 
Silence was pleasM : nowglowM the firmament 
With living &phirs : Hefperus, that led 605 

The ftarry hoft, rode brighteft, till the moon 
Rifmg in clouded majefty, at length 
Apparent queen unveiPd her peerlefs light, 
-And o^er the dark her iilver mantle thi-ew. 

When Adam thus to Evev,". Fair Confbrt, th" hour 
Of night, and all things npw retirM to reft 
Mind us of like repofe, flnce God hadi fet 
Labor and reft> as day and night to men 
Succefllve $ and the timely dew of fleep 
Now falling with foft flumbrous weight inclines 6x5 
Our eye-lids : other creatures all day long 
Rove idle unemployM, and lefs need reft ; 
Man hath his daily work of body* or mind 
Appointed, which declares his dignity, 
And the regard of Heaven on all his ways $ 6io 

While other animals una^^ive range, 
And 9f their doings God takes no account. 
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To-moiTow ere frefti morning ftreak the eaft 
With firft approach of light, we miift be rifen. 
And at our pleafant labor, to reform 625 

Yon flow'ry arbors, yonder alleys gi'cen, 
Our walk at noon, with branches overgrown, 
That mock our fcant manuring, and require 
More hands than ours to lop their wanton growth : 
rhofe bloffbms alfo, and thofe dropping gums, 630 
That lie beftrown unfightly and unfmooth, 
Afk riddance, if we mean to tread with eafe ; 
Mean while, as Nature wills, night bids us reft. /.. 
To whom thus Eve with perfeft beauty** adorn'd. 
My Author and Difpofer, what thou bidft 635 

Unargued I obey 5 fo God ordains ; 
God is thy law, thou mine t to know no more 
Is woman^s happieft knowledge and her pi*aire. 
With thee convei-fing I forget all timei 
AU feafinis and their change, all pleafe alike. 64* 
Sweet is the breath of mom, her rifing fweet. 
With charm of earlieft birds ; pleafant the fun. 
When firft on this delightful land he fpreads 
His orient beams, on herb, tree, fruit, and flower, 
Giift'ring with dewj fragrant the fertil earth 645 
After foft (how'rs 5 and fweet the coming on 
Of grateful evening mild $ then filent night 
With this her folemn bird, and this fair moon. 
And thefe the gems of Heav'n, her ftarry train i /' 
But neither breath of morn, when Ihe afcends ^5^ 
With charm of earlieft birds ; nor rifmg fun 
On this delightfvl land i nor herb, fruity flower* 
,. GUft'ting 
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• Glift'ring with dew ; nor fragrance after niowei*$ : 
Nor grateful erening mild ; 'nor (Ilent night 
-With this her foiemn bxi*d, '*ior walk by moon, 655 
Or glittering ftar-light without thee is fwcet. 
But wherefore all night' long 'tiine thefe ? -for Whom 
' T|iis glorious fight, when flecp'hath ihiit atl eyes ? 

To whom our general anceftor reply M. ^ - 
daughter of God and Man, accomplifhM Eve, ^Bm 
Theie have their coiuie to finifli round the earth. 
By morrow evening, and'from land to land 
In order, though to nations yet uiibom, 
Miniftring Kght prepai*'d, they fet and rife ; 
J^efk total darknefs (hould by night regain 665 

Her old poflefTion, and extinguifh life 
In. nature and all tlungs, which thefe foft fires 
Not only' inlighten, biit with kindly heat 
Of various influence'fomcnt and warm, 
CTempsr or nourifh, or in part flied down 675^ 

Their ftcUar virtue on ill kinds that grow 
'On; earth, made hereby apterto receive 
Perfeftion from the fun's more potent ray. 
Thefe then, though unbeheld in deep 6f night, 
$hinc not in vain 5 nor think, though men were nonff 
That Hcav'n would want fpc^tors, God want praifc J. 
Millions of fpiritual creatures walk the earth 
Unfcen, both when we wake, -and when we flecp 1 
All thfcfe with ceafelefs praifc his works behold 
Both day and. night : how often from the itcep '€%4 
Of echoing hill or thicket have we heard 
• Ccleftial voices to.thc midoight air. 
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Sole, or refponfive each to others note, ' 

Singing their great Creator? oft in bands 

While they keep watch, or nightly rounding walk 685 

With heav'^nly touch of inftrumental founds 

In full harmonic number joinM, their fongs 

Divide the night, and lift our thoughts to Heaven. 

Thus talking hand in hand alone they pafsM 
^n to their blifsful bow'r ; it was a place 690 

Chos'n by the fovran Planter, when he framed 
All things to Man's delightful ufe; the roof 
Of thickeft covert was inwoven (hade 
Laurel and myrtle, and what higher grew 
Of firm and fragrant leaf on either fide '695 

Acanthus, and each odorous bufhy fhrub 
FencM up the verdant wall ; each beauteous flower, 
Iiis all hues, roTcs, and jefTamin, 
Rear'd high their flourifhM heads between, and wrought 
l^ofaic i underfoot the violet, 700 

Crocus, and hyacinth, with rich inlay 
Broider'd the ground, more color'd than with ftone 
Of cofWiefl emblem : othei* creature here, 
Beafl, bird, in&Stf or woiin, duril enter none, 
Siich was their awe of Man. In (hadier bower 705 
^ore facred and fequeflerM, though but feign'd, 
l^an or Sylvanus never flept, nor Nymph, 
Nor Faunus haunted. Here in clofe recefs 
With flowers, garlands, and fweet-fmelling herbs 
]^p«ufed Eve deck'd firft her nuptial bed, 7X& 

And heav'nly quires the hydiensean fung, 
What day the genial Angel to our fire 
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;ht her in naked beauty more adom'dy 

lovely than Pandora, whom the Oods 

vM with all their gift8| and O too like 715.' 

! event, whca to th* unwifcr fon 

phet brought by Hermes, ike infnarM 

ind with her fair looks, to be avengM 

m who had ftole Jove's authentic fire. 

us at their fhady lodge arrivM, both ftood, 729 "* 

tumM, and under open fky adored * 

jod that made both fky, air, earthy, and heav^n^, 

h they beheld, the nK>on^s re(]^endent globe, 

larry pole : Thou alfo mad^ft the night, 

r omnipotent, and thou the day, 725 .• 

h we in our appointed work employed 

finiih^d, haf^y in our mutual help 

nutual love, the crown of all our blifs 

n'd by thee, and this delicious place 

s too large, where thy abundance wants- 73^ - 

cars, and uncropt falls to the ground. 

lou haft promised from us two a race 

1 the earth, who ihall with us extol 

roodnefs infinite^ both when we wake, 

vhen we fcek, as now, thy gift of fleep4 75S • 

is faid unanimous, and other rites 

v'ing none, but adoration pure 

h God likes beft, into their inmoft bov«er 

:d they went; and eas'd the putting. off 

troublefome difguifes which we y^ear, 744 . 

(ide by fide were laid ; nor tum'd I weeo 
i ft'om his Uir ifouCh npr £ve the nte» ... 

Myftenouj^ 
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Myfteiioiis of connubial love refusM : . 
Whatever hypocrites aufterely talk 
CXf.jjunty a»d place and innocence, . 745- 

Dfcfaming as impure whut God declares 
Pure, and conunands to fome, .leaves free to all«\ 
Our Maker ,bid$ increafej , who bid* abftain • 
But our Deftroyer, foe to God and Man ? 
H^il„wedded Love^ myfterious law,>truefourcc 75a 
Of human offspring, fole. propriety - 
In Paradiic«of all things common elfe. 
By thee adulterous luft.was driv'ji from men 
Among the beftial herds to range 5 by thee 
FQUQded in reafon^^loyal^ jufty and pure, 755 

Relations de2^,,^and altithe charities. 
Of father, fon, and brother,:^ firft were known. 
Far be' it, that I ihould writer thee fm or blame. 
Or think thee unbefitting holicft4)lac«, 
pqq^etual fjsuntain of domeftic fweets* yS^ 

Whofe bed is undefil'd and chafte pronouncM, 
Prefent, or pafl;,. as- faints and patriarchs usM. 
Here love his golden ihafts employs, here lights - 
His conftant ]amp, and waves his piu*ple wings, . 
Roigi^s here and revels. ^ not in the. bought ijnil&. 765 ; 
Of harlots, lovelefs, joylcfs, unindear'd, 
Cafual fruition; nor in court amours, - 
Mix'd dance, or wanton, mafk, or midnight ball, 
Or ferenate, which the ftarv'd lover fings 
TcliK proud fair, beft quitted with difdain, 770 ' 

Thefe lulPd by nightingales embracing flept, 
jind on their naked limb^the Jow'ry roof • 
f Shbw'rd' 
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Show'rd rofcs, which the morn repaired. Sleeip on, . 

Blcft pair 5 and O yet happieft, if ye feek 

No happier ftatc, and know to know no more. , 775 

Now had night meafurM with her fhadowy. cone - 
Half way up hill this vatt fublunar vault. 
And from their ivory port the Cherubim 
Forth ifTuing at th' accuftom'd hour flood arm'd 
To their night watches in wailike parade, yto -• 

When Gabriel to his next in pow*rthus ^ake. 

Uzziel, half thefe draw oiF, and coaft the fbuth 
With ftri6left watch ; . thefe other wheel the north j 
Our circuit meets full weft. As flame they part, 
Half wheeling to the (hield, half to the fpear. 785. . 

Firom thefe, two ftiong and.fubtle Spi'rits he callM 
That near him ftbod, and gave them thus in charge^ 

Ithuriel and Zephon, with wing'd fpeed 
Search through this garden, leave. u^ilbarch'd.no nook| 
But chiefly where thofe two fair creatures lodge, 790. 
Now laid perhaps afleep fecure of harm. 
This evening from the fun's decline arriv'd 
Who tells of fome infernal Spirit fecn 
Hitherward bent (who could have thought ?) efcapM 
The bars of Hell, on errand bad uo doubt ; 795 

Silch where ye And, feife faft, and h'lthcx bring. 

So faying, oja. he led his radiant flies, 
Dazling the moon ; thefe to the bow'r direft 
In fearch of whom they fought : him there they found 
Sq^uat like a toad, clofe at the ear of Eve, &00 

Aflaying by his devilifli. art to reach 
l^he organs of her fancy *^ and with them forge 

Jllufioai 
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Iilufion$ as he lift, phantafms and dreams. 

Or if, infpiring venom, he might taint 

Th* anin^al fpirits that from pure blood arift S05 

Like gentlfe breaths from rivers pure, thence raife 

At leaft diftemper'd, difcontented thoughts. 

Vain hopes, vain aims, inordinate deiireS, 

Blown up with high conceits ingendring pride* 

I^m thus intent Ithuriel with his fpear . 810 

TouchM lightly j for no faiihood c^n indttre 

Touch of celeftial tamper, but returns 

Of force to its own likenefs : up he ftarts 

DifcoverM and furpri8*d. As when a ft>ark 

Lights on a heap of nitrous powder, laid 815 

Fit for the tun fome magazine to ftore 

Againft a rumorM war, the fmutty grain 

With fudden blaze diitusM inflames the air s - 

So ftarCed up in bis own (hape the Fiend. 

Back ftept thoTe two fair Angels half amazed 820 

So fudden to behold the grifly king $ 

Yet thus, umnov'd with fear, accoft him foon. 

Which of thofe rebfel Spi'rits ad)udgM to Hell 
Com'^ft thouy eicapM thy prifon ? and transformed, 
Why^ fatft tbouiike an enemy in wait, 825 

Here watching at the head of thefe that deep ? 

Know ye not tben, faid Satan fillM with fcorn^ 
Know ye not me f ye knew me once no mate 
Forfim, there fitting where ye durft not foar : 
Ndttb know me argues youifelves unknown, 830 
The loweft of your thh>ng j or if ye know^ 
Why aik yt, and ftiperfidous begin 

Your 
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Your ipeflage, like to end as much in vain ? 

To whom thus Zephon, anfw'ring fcorn with fcorn. 
Think not, revolted Spi'rit, thy (hape the fame, 835 
Or undiminiihM brightnefs to be known, 
As when thou ftood^ft in Heav*n upright and pure ; 
That glory then, when thou no more waft good. 
Departed from thee* 5 and thou refembleft now 
Thy fm and place of doom obfcure and foul. S4.0 

But come, for thou, be fure, Ihait give account 
To him who fent us, whofe charge is to keep 
This place inviolable, and thefe from harm. 

So fpake the Cherub ; and his grave rebuke. 
Severe in youthful beauty, added grace 845 

Invincible : abafti'd the Devil ftood, 
And felt how awful goodnefs is, and faw 
Virtue' in her fhape how lovely j faw, and pin'd 
His lofsj but chiefly to find here obferv'd 
His luftre vifibly impaired; yet fcemM 850 

Undaunted. If I muft contend, faid he, 
Beft with the beft, the fender not the fent, 
Or all at once ; more glory will be won, 
Or lels be loft. Thy fear, faid Zephon bold. 
Will fave us trial what the leaft can do 855 

Single againft thee wicked, and thence weak. 

The Fiend replyM not, overcome with rage 5 
But, like a proud fteed reinM, went haughty on. 
Champing his iron curb : to ftrive or fly 
He held it vain j awe from above had quell'd 860 

His heart, not elfe difmay'd. Now drew they nigh 
The we item point, where thofe half-rounding guards 

Vol. I. K Juft 
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Juft met, and cloiing ftood in fquadron joinM, 
Awaiting next command. To whom their chief 
Gabriel from the front thus call'd aloud. 865 

O friends, I hear the tread of nimble feet 
Hading thij way, and now by glimpfc difcem 
Ithuriel and Zephon through the (hade. 
And with them comes a third of regal port, , 

But faded fplendor wan 5 who by his gate -870 

And fierce demeanour feems the prince of Hell, 
Not likely to part hence without conteft $ 
Stand firm, for in bis look defiance lours. 

He fcarce had ended, when thofe two approach 'd^ 
And brief related whom they brought, where fouiidf 
How bufied, in what form and poihire couch*d. 

To whom with ftem regard thus Gabriel fpake. 
Why haft thou, Satan, broke the bounds prefcriVd 
To thy tranfgrefllons, and difturbM the charge 
Of others, who approve not to tranfgrefs %%q 

By thy example, but have powY and right 
To queftion thy bold entrance on this place j 
EmployM it feems to violate ilec^, and thofe 
Whofe dwelling God hath planted here in blifs ? 

To whom thus Satan with contemptuous brow. S85 
Gabriel, thou hadft in Heav'n th^ efteem of wife. 
And fuch I held thee ; but this queftion a/k'd 
Puts me in doubt. Lives there who loves his pain ? 
Who would not, finding way, break loofe from Hell, 
Though thither doom'd? Thou wouldft thyfelf, no 
And boldly venture to whatever place [doubt, 

i^artheft from pain, where thou might'ft hope to change 

Torment 
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Torment with eafe, and fooneft recompenfe 

Dole -with delight, which in this place I fought j 

To thee no reafon, who know'ft only goody S^j 

But evil haft not try'd : and wilt objeft 

His will who bound us ? let him Au'er bar 

His iron gates, if he intends our ftay 

In that dark durance : thus much whdt was aik'd; 

The reft is true, they foiind me where they fay j 90# 

But that implies not violence or harm. 

Thus he in fcom. The warlike Angel mov'd, 
Difdainfully half fmtling thus replyM. 
O lof^ of one in Heaven to judge of wife. 
Since Satan fell, whoni folly overthrew, 905 

And now returns him from his prifon fcapi'dj 
Gravely in doubt whether to hold them wife 
Or not, who aik what boldnefs brought him hither 
UnlicencM froiii his bounds in Hell prefcrib'd i 
So wife he judges it to fly from pain 91O 

However, and to fcape his puniihmenti 
80 judge thou ftill, prefumptuous^ till the wrath^ 
Which thou incurr'ft by flying, meet thy flight 
Ser'nfold, and fcourge that wifdom back to Hell, ♦ 
Which taught thee yet no better, that no pain 9 1 j 
Can equal anger infinite provokM. 
But wherefore thou alone ? wherefore with thee 
Came not all Hell broke loofc? is pain to them 
Lefs pain, lefs to be fled ? or thou than they 
Lefs hardy to indure } courageous Chief, ^%6 

The flrft in flight from pain, hadft thou alledg^d 
To thy defei ted hoft this caufe of flighty 

K 2 TVo>» 
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Thou furely hadft not come fole fugitive. 

To which the Fiend thus anfwer'd frowning ftern. 
Not that I lefs indure, or ihrink from pain, 925 

Infulting Angel ; well thou know'ft I ft<5od 
Thy fierceft, when in battel to thy aid 
The bl ailing volicd thunder made all fpeed. 
And feconded thy elfe not dreaded fpear. 
But ftill thy words at random, as before, 930 

Argue thy inexperience what behoves 
From hard aflays and ill fucceffes palt 
A faithful leader, not to hazard all 
Through ways of danger by himfelf untry'd : 
I therefore, I alone firft undertook 935 

To wing the defolate abyfs, and fpy 
This new created world, whereof in Hell 
Fame is not filent, here in hope to find 
Better abode, and my affli£led Powers 
To fettle here on earth, or in mid air ; 94.0 

Though for poilefiion put to try once more 
What thou and thy gay legions dare againft ; 
Whofe eafier bufmefs were to ferve their Lord 
High up in Heav'n, with fongs to hymn his throne. 
And praftis'd diftances to cringe, not fight. 94.5 

To whom the wairior Angel foon reply'd. 
To fay and ftrait unfay, pretending firft 
Wife to fly pain, profefling next the fpy. 
Argues no leader but a liar tracM, 
Satan, and couldft thou faithful add ? O name, 950 
O facred name of faithful nefs profanM ! 
Faithful to whgm ? to thy rebellious crew I 

Army 
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Axmj of Fiends, fit body to fit head. 

Wat this your difcipline and faith engagM, 

Your military obedience, to diflblve 955 

Allegiance to th^ acknowledged Power Aipreme ? 

And thou, fly hypocrite, who now wouldft feem 

Patron of liberty, who more than thou 

Once fawnM, and cring*d, and fervily adorM 

}ftSLr*TCt awful monarch? wherefore but in hope 960 

To difpoflefs him, and thyfelf to reign ? 

But mark what I arreed thee now, Avant) 

Fly thither whence thou fledft : if from this hour 

Within thefe hallow'd limits thou appear, 

Back to th* infernal pit I drag thee chained, 965 

An<l feal thee fo, as henceforth not to fcorn 

The facil gates of Hell too (lightly barrM. 

So threatened he ; but Satan to no threats 
Gave heed, but waxing more in rage reply'd. 

Then when I am thy captive talk of chains, 970 
Proud limitary Cherub, but ere then 
Far heavier load thyfelf expe6l to feel 
From my prevailing arm, though Heaven's king 
Ride on thy wings, and thou with thy compeers, 
Us'd to the yoke, draw'ft his triumphant wheels 975 
In progrefs through the road of Heav'n ftai-pav'd. 

While thus he fpake, th' angelic fquadron bright 
Tum*d fiery red, iharp^ning in mooned horns 
Their phalanx, and began to hem him round 
With ported fpears, as thick as when a field 9Se 

Of Ceres ripe for harveft waving bends 
Her bearded grove of ears, which way the wind 

K 3 Sways 
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Sways them ; the careful plowman doubting ftands. 
Left on the threihing floor his hopeful flieavet 
Prove chaff. On f other fide Satan alami'd ^§ 

Colleaing all his might dilated ftood. 
Like Teneriff or Atlas unremov'd : 
His ftature reached the (ky^ and on his creft 
Sat horror plumM $ nor wanted in hit graijp 
What feemM both fi>ear and fiiield : sowdreadfoldeedf 
Might have enfuMy nor only Paradiie 
In this commotion, but the ftarry cope 
Of Heaven perhaps, or all the elements 
At leaft had gone to wrack, difturbM and torn 
With violence of this confli£l, had not foon 995 

'Th* Eternal to prevent fuch horrid fi-ay 
Hung forth in Heav'n his golden fcales^ yet Cetn 
Betwixt Aftrea and the Scorpion fign, 
"Wherein all things created firft he weight. 
The pendulous round earth with balanced air 1000 
In counterpoife, now ponders all events. 
Battels and realms : in thefe he put two weights 
The fequel each of parting and of fight ; 
The latter quick up flew, and kick 'd die beam; 
Which Gabriel fpying, thus befpake the Fiend. 1005 
Satan, I know thy ftrength, and thou know^ft nunej . 
Neither o\ur own, but giv'n : what folly then 
To boaft what arms can do ? fince thine no more 
Than Heaven permits, nor mine, though doubled now 
To trample thee as mire i for proof look up, toio 

And read thy lot in yon celeftial fign^^' 
Whei-e thou art weigk'd, and Ihown how lifj^t, hxnrwnakp 

If 
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If thou refift. The Fiend lookM up, and knew 
His mounted fcale aloft : nor more ; but fled 

Murmuring, and with him fled the fliades of night, xoi 5 
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THE ARGUMENT. - 

Morning approachMy Eve relates to Adam her trou- 
blefome dream $ he likes it not» yet' comforts her : 
They come forth to their day labors : Their morn- 
ing h^mn at the door of thehr bower. God to render 
man inexcufable fends Raphael to admonilh him of 
his obedience, of his free eftate, of his enemy near 
at handy who he is, and why his enemy, and what- 
cirer elfe may avail Adam to kncr^.. Raphael comes 
down to Paradife, his appesurance' deicriBM, his com- 
ing difcernM by Adam afar off fitting at die door of 
his bower} be goes out to meet him, brings him to 
his lodge, entertains him with the choiceft fruits of 
Paradi(e cot together by ESre $ their difcourfe at ta- 
ble t Raphael performs his meflage, minds Adam of 
his ftate and of his enemy j relates at Adam*s requeft 
who that enemy is, and now he came to be fo, begin- 
ning & om his firft revoH ia H^avetf^ and the oeca- 
'. iioA tke reof $ How he drew his legions after him to 
die par ts of the north, and there incited them to re- 
bel wi th him, perfuading all but onlv Abdiel a Se- 
raph , who in argument diffuades and oppofes him, 
then f orfakes hin[i. 
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BOOK V. 

NO W morn her rofy fteps in th' eaftem clime 
Advancing) fowM the earth with orient pearly 
When Adam wakM» fo cuftomM, for his deep 
Was aery light from pure digeftion bred, 
And temperate vapors bland, which th^ only found 5 
Of leaves and fuming rills, Aurora^s fan. 
Lightly difpers*d, and the ihrill matin fong 
Of birds on every bough ; fo much the more 
His wonder was to find unwaken'd Eve 
With trefles difcomposM, and glowing cheek, !• 

As through unquiet reft : he on his fide 
Leaning half fais'd, with looks of cordial love 
Hung over her enamourM, and beheld 
Beauty, which, whether waking or afleep, 
Shot foith peculiar graces ; then with voice 15 

Mild, as when Zephyrus on Flora breathes^ 
Her hand foft touching, whifper'd thus. Awake 
My faireft, my efpousM, my latefl found, 
Heav'n's laft beft gift, my ever new delight, 
Awake ; the morning fhines, and the frefh field ^ 10 
Calls us ; we lofe the prime, to mark how fpring 
Our tended plMilt> how blowt the citrot grort, 

What 
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What drops the myrrh, and what the balmy reed, 

How nature paints her colors, how the bee 

Sits on the bloom extracting liquid fweet. 25 

Such whifp'ring wakM her, but with ftartled eye 
On Adam, whom embracing, thus (he (pake. 

O fole in whom my thoughts find all repofe. 
My glory, my perfe£lion, glad I fee 
Thy face, and mom retum'd 5 for I this night 3* 
(Such night till this I never pafs'd) have dream'd, 
If dreamed, not as I oft am wont, of thee. 
Works of day paft, or morrow's next delign. 
But of offenfe and trouble, which my mind 
Knew never till this irkfome night: methought 35 
Clofe at mine car one call'd me forth to walk 
With gentle voice, I thought it thine ; it faid. 
Why fleep'ft thou, Eve ? now is the pleafant time. 
The cool, the (ilent, fave where filence yields 
To the night-warbling bird, that now awake 40 

Tunes fweetcft his love-labor'd fong ; now reigns 
Full orVd the moon, and with more pleafmg light 
Shadowy fets off the face of things j in vain. 
If none regard ; Heaven wakes with all his eyes, 
Whom to behold but thee^ Nature's defire ? 45 

In whofe fight all things joy, with ravifhment 
Attracted by thy beauty ftill to gaze. 
I rofe as at thy call, but found thee not ; 
To find thee I direfted then my walk ; 
And on, methought, alone I pafs'd through ways 50 
That brought me on a fudden to the tree 
Of iuterdi^ed knowledge : fair it feem'd. 

Much 
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Much fairer to my fancy than by day : 

And as I wond'ring lookM, befide it ftood 

One ihap'd and wingM like one of thofe from Heaven 

By us oft feen ; his dewy locks diiliird 

Ambrofia ; on that tree he alfo gazM 5 

And O fair plant, faid he, with fruit AirchargM, 

Deigns none to eafe thy load and tafte thy fweet. 

Nor God, nor Man ? is knowledge fo defpisM ? 69 

Or envy' or what rcferve forbids to tafte ? 

Forbid who will, none fhall from me withhold 

Longer thy offered good, why elfe fet here } 

This foid, he paus'd not, but with ventrous arm 

He plucked, he tafted ; me damp horror chillM 65 

At fuch bold words vouch'd with a deed fo bold: 

But he thus overjoy'd, O fruit divine. 

Sweet of thyfelf, but much more fweet thus cropt. 

Forbidden here, it feems, as only fit 

For Gods, yet able to make Gods of Men : 70 

And why not Gods of Men, fince good, the more 

Communicated, more abundant grows, 

The author not impairM, but honorM moi*e ? 

Here, happy creature, fair angelic Eve, 

Partake thou alfo j happy though thou art, 75 

Happier thou may'ft be, worthier canft not be: 

Tafte this, and be henceforth among the Gods 

Thyfelf a Goddefs, not to earth confin'd. 

But rometimes in the air, as we, fometimes 

Afcend to Heav'n, by merit thine, and fee So 

What life the Gods live there, and fuch live thou. 

So faying, he drew nighi and to me held. 
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£v*n to my mouth of that fame fruit held part 
Which he had pluck'd ; the pleafant favory fmell , ^ 
So quidcenM appetite^ that I, methought, S5 

Could not but tafte. Forthwith up to the clouds 
With him I flew, and underneath beheld 
The earth outftretch'd immenfe, a profpe^^ wide 
And various : wondring at my flight and change 
To this high exaltation ; fuddenly 94 

My guide was gone^ and I, methought^ funk down* 
And fell afleep ; but O how glad I wakM 
To find this but a dream ! Thus Eve her night 
Related, and thus Adam anfwer'd fad. 

Beft image of myfelf and dearer half, 95 

The trouble of thy thoughts this night in flcep 
AfFe£l$ me equally ; nor can I like 
This uncouth dream, of evil fprung I fear } 
Yet evil whence ? in thee can harbour none, 
Created pure. But know that in the foul 100 

Are many lefler faculties, that ferve 
Reafon as chief ; among thefe fancy next 
Her office holds ; of all external things. 
Which the fivt watchful fenfes reprefent. 
She forms imaginations, aery ihapes, 10^ 

Which reafon joining or disjoining, frames 
All what we* affirm or what deny, and call 
Our knowledge or opinion ; then retires 
Into her private cell when nature refts. 
Oft in her abfence mimic fancy wakes no 

To imitate her; but misjoining Oiapes, 
Wild works produces oft, and moft in dreams, 

lU 
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111 matching words and deeds long paft or late. 

Some fuch refemblances methinks I find 

Of our laft evening's talk, in this thy dream, 115 

But with addition ftrange ; yet be not fad. 

Evil into the Mind of God or Man 

May come and go, fo unapprovM, and leave 

No ipot or blame behind : Which gives me hope 

That what in fleep thou didft abhor to dream, 110 

Waking thou never wilt confent to do. 

Be not diihearten'd then, nor cloud thofe looks. 

That wont to be more chearful and ferene, 

Than when fair morning firft fmiles on the world ; 

And let us to our freih employments rife xt| 

Among the groves, the fountains, and the flowers 

That open now their choiceft bofomM fmells, 

Referv'd from night, and kept for thee in ftore. 

. So chear'd he his fair fpoufe, and the was chear*d. 
But filently a gentle tear let fall 1311 

From cither eye, and wip'd them with her hairj 
Two other precious drops that ready ftood. 
Each in their cryftal flucc, he ere they fell 
Kifs'd, as the gracious figns of fweet remorfe 
And pious awe, that feared to have ofiended. 135 

So all was clearM, and to the field they hafte. 
But firft, from under fhady arbo*rous roof 
Soon as they forth were come to open fight 
Of day-fpring, and the fun, who fcarce up rifcn. 
With wheels yet hovering o'er the ocean brim, 14b 
Shot parallel to the earth his dewy ray, 
Difcovering in wide landikip all the .caft 

Of 
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Of Paradife and Eden's happy plains. 

Lowly they bow'd adoring, and began 

Their orifons, each morning duly paid 145 

In various (tile ; for neither various ftile 

Nor holy rapture wanted they to praife 

Their Maker, in fit ftrains pronounc'd or fung 

Unmeditated, fuch prompt eloquence 

Flow'd from their lips, in profe or numerous verfe, 150 

More tuneable than needed lute or harp 

To add more fweetnefs $ and they thus began. 

Thefe are thy glorious works, Parent of good. 
Almighty, thine this univerfal frame, 
Thus wondrous fair 5 thyfelf how wondrous then! 155 
Unfpeakable, who iitfi: above thefe heavens 
To us invifible, or dimly feen 
In thefe tliy loweft works 5 yet thefe declare 
Thy goodnefs beyond thought, and pow*r divine. 
Speak ye who beft can tell, ye fons of light, 160 

Angels ; for ye behold him, and with fongs 
And choral fymphonies, day without night. 
Circle his throne rejoicing; ye in Heaven, 
On Earth join all ye Creatures to extol 
Him firft, him laft, him midft, and without end. 165 
Faireft of ftars, laft in the train of night. 
If better thou belong not to the dawn. 
Sure pledge of day, that crown'lt the fmiling morn 
With thy bright circlet, praife him in thy fphere. 
While day arifes, that fweet hour of prime. 170 

Thou Sun, of this great world both eye and foul, 
Ackaowledge him thy greater, found his praue 

In 
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In drf eteniil ccmifey both when thou climb'fty 
And when high noon haft gainM» and when thou fidrft. 
Moon, that now meet^ft the orient fun, now fiy'^fk, 175 
With the fixM ftar8> fiz'd in their orb that fiied. 
And ye five other wandering fires that move 
In myftic dance not without fong» refound 
His prailey who out of darknefs callM-up light. 
Air, and ye Elements, the cldeft birth iS« 

Of Nature^s womb, that in quaternion run 
Perpetual circle, multiform $ and mix 
And nouriih all things ; let your ceafelefs change 
Vaiy to oar great Maker ftiil new praii'e. 
Te Mifts and Exhalations that now rife 1S5 

From hill or fteaming lake, dufky or gray. 
Till die fun paint your fleecy ikirts with gold. 
In honor to the world's great Author rife, 
Whether to deck with clouds th' uncolor'd iky. 
Or wet the thirfty earth with falling (howers, 190 

Rifing or falling ftill advance his praife. 
His praiie, ye Winds, that from four quarters blow. 
Breathe foft or loud ; and wave your tops, ye Pines, 
With every plant, in fign of worfhlp wave. 
Fountains and ye, that warble, as ye flow, 19;^ 

Melodious murmurs, warbling tune his praife. 
Join voices, all ye living Souls : ye Birds, 
That fmging up to Heaven gate afcend. 
Bear on your wings and in your notes his praife. 
Ye that in waters glide, and ye that walk 200 

The earth, and ftately tread, oi* lowly creep | 
Witnefs if I be iilent, morn or even. 
Vol. I. L To 
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To hill or valley, fauntain, or frefli fhade 

Made vocal by my fong, and taught his praife* 

Hail univcrfal Lord, be bounteous ftill 105 

To give us only good j and if the night 

Have gather'd ought of evil or concealed, 

Difperfe it, as now light difpels the dark. 

So pray'd they innocent, and to their thoughts 
Firm peace recovered foon and wonted calm. a 10 

On to their morning's rural work they hafte 
Among fweet dews and flow'rs 5 where any row 
Of fruit-trees over-woody reach'd too far 
Their pamper'd boughs, and needed hands to check 
Fi^uitlcfs embraces : or they led the vine 215 

To wed her elm j flie fpous'd about him twines 
Her marriageable arms, and with her brings 
Her dow'r th* adopted cluflers, to adorn 
His barren leaves. Them thus employed beheld 
With pity Heav*n*s high king, and to him caird zzo. 
Raphael, the fociable Spirit, that deign'd 
To travel with Tobias, and fecur'd 
His marriage with the fev'ntimes- wedded maid. 

Raphael, faid he, thou hear'ft what ftir on Earth 
Satan from Hell fcap'd through the darkfome gulf 225* 
Hath raisM in Paradife, and how difturb'd 
This night the human pair, how he defigns 
Jn them at once to ruin all mankind. 
Go therefore, half this day as friend with friend 
CoRverfe with Adam, in what bow'r or (hade 230^ 
Thou find'ft him from the heat of noon retired. 
To rcfpit his day-labor with rcpaft. 

Or 
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Ai may adirtfe him of his happy ftate, 

Happinefs in his powV left free to will, 135 

Left to his own free will, his will though free^ 

Yet mutable; whence warn him to beware 

He fWtfrve not too fecure t tell him withal 

His dan^r, and from whom ; what enemy. 

Late fairn himfelf from Hear'n, is plotting now 24^ 

The ^1 of others from like ftate of blifs $ 

By violence? no, for that /hall be withftood j 

But by deceit and lies ; this let him know. 

Left wilfully tranfgreiling he pretend 

fiurprifal, unadnionifliM, unforewamM. 245 

So fpake th* eternal Father, and fulfiird 
All juftice I nor delayed the winged Saint 
After his charge receiv'd : but from among" 
Thoufand ccleftial Ardors, where he ftood 
Veil'd with his gorgeous wings, up fpringing light 250 
Flew through the midft of Heav'n j th' angelic quires. 
On each hand parting, to his fpeed gave way 
Through all th* empyreal road j till at the gate 
Of Hcav'n amvM, the gate felf-opcn'd wide 
On golden hinges turning, as by work 155 

Divine the fovran Architeft had framM. 
From hence no cloud, or, to obftru6l his fight, 
Star interposM, however fmall he fees, 
Not unconform to other fhining globes, 
Barth and the gard*n of God, with cedars crownM ifid 
Above all hills. As when by night the glafs 
Of Galileo, Icfs aflTur'd, obfcrvcs 

L a Ima^vu'A 
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IraaginM lands and regions in the moon : 

Or pilot, from amidft the Cyclades 

Delos or Samos firft appearing, kens 265 

A cloudy fpot. Down thither prone in flight 

He fpceds, and through the vaft ethereal iky 

Sails between worlds and worlds, with fteddy wing 

Now on the polar winds, then with quick fan 

^innows the buxom air; till within foar 270 

Of tow'ring eagles, to' all the fowls he feems 

A Phoenix, gaiM by all, as that fole bird. 

When to infhrine his reliqucs in the fun's 

Bright temple, to Egyptian Thebes he flics. 

At once on th' cafl:crn cliff of Paradife 275 

He lights, and to his proper fliapc returns 

A Seraph wing'd ; fix wings he wore, to (hade 

His lineaments divine ; the pair that clad 

Each ihoulder broad, came mantling o'er his breafl; 

With regal ornament ; the middle pair 2 So 

Girt like a ftarry zone his wa(le, and round 

Skirted his loins and thighs with downy gold 

And colors dipt in Heav'n ; the third his feet 

Shadow'd from either heel with feather'd mail, 

Sky-tinftur'd grain. Like Maia's fon he flood, 285 

And fliook his plumes, that heav'nly fragrance fill'd 

The circuit wid^. Strait knew him all the bands 

Of Angels under watch ; and to his flate. 

And to his meflage high in honor rife i 

For on fome meflage high they guefs'd him bound. 29* 

Their glit^ng tents he pafs'd, and now is come 

Into the blifsful field, through groves of myrrh. 

And 



iMfcV^ PARADISE LOST. i4> 

And ftyw^ring odoifi, caffia, nard, and balmj 

A wildernefs of Twectt $ for Nature here 

Wantoned as in harprime, and play'd at will 295 

Her virgin fancies, pouring forth more fweet, 

WBd «bo¥e rule or art; enormous blifs. 

Him through the fpicy foreft onward come 

Adam difcemM, as in the door he fat 

Of his cool bowYy while now the mounted fun 300 

Shot down direct his fervid rays to warm 

£arth*s inmoft vromb, more warmth than Adam needs t 

And Eve within, due at her hour preparM . 

For dinner favory fruits, of tafte to pleafe 

TjnA appetite, and not difrelifli thtrft 305 

Of ne6bi*fous draughts between, from milky ftream. 

Berry or grape: to whom thus Adam calPd. 

Hafte hither Eve, and worth thy fight behold 
Eaftward among thoie trees, what glorious (hape 
Conies this way moving; feems another morn 3x0 
Ris'n on mid- noon ; fomc great beheft from Heaven 
To u* perhaps he brings, and will vouchfafe 
Thi« day to be our gucft. But go with fpccd. 
And what thy ftores contain, bring fortli, and pour 
Abundance, fit to honor and receive 315 

Our-heav'nly Granger: well we may aflfbrd 
Our givers their own gifts, and large beftow 
From large bcftowM, where Nature multiplies 
Her fertil growth, and by difburd^ning grows 
More fruitful, which inftru6):s us not to fpare. 320 
To whom thus Eve. Adam, earth's hallowM mold. 
Of God infpir'd, finall ftore will ferve, where (lore, 

L 3 M\ 
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AH feafons, ripe for ufe hangs on the ftalk j 

Save what by frugal ftoring firmnefs gains 

To nourifh, and fuperfluous moift confumes : 3*5 

But I will hafte, and from each bough and brake, 

Kach plant and jucieft gourd, will pluck fuch choice 

To entertain our Angel gueft, as he 

Beholding fhall confefs, that here on Earth 

God hath difpens'd his bounties as in Heaven. 330 

So faying, with difpatchful looks in haile 
She turns, on hofpi table thou^ts intent 
What choice to choofe for delicacy befl;. 
What order, fo contriv'd as not to mix 
Taftes, not well join'd, inelegant, but bring 33 J • 

Ta^e after td&s upheld with kindlieft change j, 
Beftirs her thest« and from each tender ftalk 
Whatever Eaith all-bearing mother yields 
In India £aft or Weft, of middle ihore 
In Pontus or the Punic coaft^ or where 349P 

Alcinous reign'd, fiiiit of all kinds, in coat 
Rough or fmooth rin'd, or bearded huik, or ftiell. 
She gathers, tribute large, and on the board 
Heaps with unfparing hand ; for drink the grape 
She cruihes, inoffenfive m\ift, and meaths 345 

Prom many a bcrry\ and fi;om fweet kernels prefsM 
!>he tempers dulcet creams, nor thefe to hold 
Wants her fit veilels pure, then ftrows the groun4 
With rofe and odors from the ibrub unfum'd. 

iMean while our primitive great fire, to meet 35^1 
His God-like gueii, walks forth, .without more ti*aia 
Accompanied than with hit own complete 

Perfe^ions | 
L 
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PnlMioBtf in himielf wai all his ftate. 

More (blcmn thtn the tedious pomp that waits 

On princes, when their rich retinue long 355 

Of horfes led, and groonu befinear*d with gold, 

Dalles the croud, and (ets them all aggpe. 

Nearer his prefence Adam though not aw'd. 

Yet wi& fiifcmifs approach and reverence meek. 

As to* a fiipfrior nature, bowing low, 360 

Thus iaid. Katire of Heav*n, for other place 

None can than Heaven fuch glorious ihape contain $ 

Since by deft^ending from the thrones above, 

Tho(c happy places thou hafl: deig^M a while 

To wfnt, and honor thefe, vouchiafe with us 3(5 

Two* only, who yet by ibvran gift poflcfs 

This fpacious ground, in yonder fliady bower 

To reft, and what the gardsn choiceft bears 

To iit and tafte, till this meridian heat 

^.pver, and the fun more cool decline. 370 

Whom thus th* angelic Virtue anfwer'd mild, 
Adam, I therefore came, nor art thou fuch 
Created, or fuch place haft here to dwell. 
As may not oft invite, though Spi^rits of Heaven, 
To vifit thee j lead on then where thy bower 375 

Orfhades ; for thefe mid-hoiu*s, till evening rife, 
I have at will. So to the fylvan lodge 
They came, that like Pomona's aibor fmiPd 
With flow'ret* dcck'd and fragrant fmclls ; but Eve 
yndeck'd favc with herfelf, more lovely fair 380 

Than Wood-Nymph, or the faireft Goddefs fcignM 
Of three that in mount Ida naked ftrove, 

h 4. ^too^ 
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Stood to' entertain her gueft from Heav'n ; no veil 
She needed, virtue-proof 5 no thought infirm 
AlterM her cheek. On whom the Angel Hail 385 
BeftowM, the holy falutation iis'd 
Long after to blelt Mary, fecond Eve. 

Hail Mother of Mankind, whofe fruitful womb 
Shall fill the world more numerous with thy fons> 
Than with thefe various fruits the trees of God 390 
Have heap'd this table. RaisM of graflfy turf 
Their table was, and mofly feats had round. 
And on her ample fquare from fide to fide 
All autumn pil'd, though fpring and autumn here 
Danc'd hand in hand. A while difcourfe they holdj 
No fear left dinner co6l 5 when thus began 
Our author. Hcav'nly ftranger, pleafe to tafte 
Thefe bounties, which our Nooriiher, from whom 
All pcrfcft good, unmeafurM out, defcends. 
To us for food and foi* delight hath causM 40* 

The earth to yield 5 unfavory food perhaps 
To fpiritual natures ) only this I know. 
That one celeftial Father gives to all. 

To whom the Angel. Therefore what he gives 
(Whofe praife be ever fung) to Man in part 405 

Spiritual, may of pureft Spi'rits be found 
No' ingrateful food : and food alike thofe pure 
Intelligcntial fubftances require. 
As doth your rational ; and both contain 
Within them every lower faculty 410 

Of fenfe, whereby they hear, fee, fmell, touch, tafte, 
Tafting conco^, digeft, aflimilate, 

And 
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And coipofeal to incorporeal torn. 

For know» whatever was created, needs 

Tq be fuftainM and fed i of elements 4x5 

The 'grofler feeds the purer, earth tke fea. 

Earth and the fea feed air, the air thofe fires 

Ethereal,, and as loweft firft the moon $ 

Whence in her viiage round thofe fpots, nnpui^gM 

Vapcnrs Jiot yet into her fubftance tum'd. 410 

Nor doth the moon no nouridiment exhale 

From her moift continent to higher orbs. 

The fun, dut light imparts to all, receives 

From all his alimental recompenfe r 

In -humid exhalations, and at even 4«5 

Si^ with the ocean. Thoi^ in Heav*n the trees 

Of life amborofial fruitage bear, and vines 

Yield neftar $ though from off the boughs each mom 

We brufli mellifluous dews, and find the ground 

CoyerM with pearly grain : yet God hath here 430 

Varied his bounty fo with new delights, 

As may compare with Heaven ; and to tafte 

Think not J (hail be nice. So down they iat. 

And to their viands fell i nor feemingly 

The Ang^Iy nor in mift^ the common glofs 435 

Of Theologians ; but with keen difpatch 

Of real hunger, and conco£live heat 

To tranfubftantiatc : what redounds, tranfpires 

Through Spi^rits with eafe ; nor wonder $ if by fire 

Of footy coal tlf empiric alchemift 44» 

Can turn, or holds it poifible to turn, 

Metals of droflicft ore to perfect gold 
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As from the mine. Mean while at table Eve 

MinifterM naked, and theii* flowing cups 

With pleafant liquors crowned : O innocence 445 

Deferving Paradife ! if ever, then. 

Then had the fbns of God excufe to* have been 

Enamour^ at that fight ; but in thofe hearts 

Love ynlibi^nous reignM, nor jealoufy 

Whs underftood, the injurM lover's Hell, 450 

Thus when with meats and drinks they had fiifEcM, 
Kot burdenM nature, fudden mind arofe 
In Adam, 4iot to let th' occafion pafs 
Giv'n him by this great conference to know 
Of things above his world, and of their being 45 jj 
Wh» dwell in Heaven, whofe excellence he faw 
Tranfcend his own fo far, whofe radiant forms 
Divine effulgence, whofe high pow> fo far 
Exceeded human, and his wary fpeech 
TSmis to th* empyreal minifter he framM. 466 

Inhabitant with God, now know I well 
Thy favor, in this honor done to Man, 
Under whofe lowly roof thou haft vouchfaPd 
To enter, and thefe earthly fruits to tafte, 
Fo«d not of Angels, yet accepted fo, 465 

As that more willingly thou couldft not fccm 
AtHeav'n's high feafts to' have fed : yet what compare f 

To whom the winged Hierarch reply'd. 
O Adam, one Almighty is, from whom 
AJ)' things proceed, and up to him return, 470 

If not deprav'd from good, created all 
Such to perfe^ion, oae firft matter all^ 

Indued 
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Indued wi^ various forms, various degrees 

Of fubftance, and in things that live, of life j 

^nt more refinM, more fpiritous, and pure, 4.7^ 

As nearer to him placed or nearer tending 

Each in their feveral aftive fpheres-aflignM, 

Till body up to fpirit work, in bounds 

Proportioned to each kind. So from the root 

Springs lighter t^e green ftalk, from thence the leaves 

More aery, laft the bright confummate flower 

Spirits odorous breathea: flowers and their frUit, 

Man^s aourifluneat, by gradual fcale fublimM, 

To vital fpiVits a%ire, to animal, 

1^ intelle6lual j give both life and fenfe, 48^ 

Fancy and underftandingj whence the foul 

Reafon receives, and reaA>n is her being, 

Difcurfive, or intuitive ; difcourfe 

Is ofteft yours, the iatter moft is ours. 

Differing but in degree, of kind the fame. 4941 

Wonder not then, what God for you faw good 

If I refufe not, but convert, as you. 

To proper, iubftance : time may come, when Men 

With Angels may participate, and find 

N^ inconvenient di>t, nor too light fare 5 495- 

And from thefe corporal nutriments perhaps •• 

Your bodies may at laft turn all to fpirit, 

Improv'd by tra6l of timp, and wing'd afccnd 

Ethereal, as we, or m^y at choice 

Hpr^ or in heav'nly Paradife^ dwell ; 50d 

If ye be found obedient, and retail^ . 

Unalterably firm hi5 ^«i eotire^ 
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Whofc progeny you ai*e. Mean while enjoy 

Your fill what happinefs thi« happy ftate 

Can comprehend^ incapable of more. . 505 

To whom the patriarch ef mankind reply^d. 
O favourable Spi'rit, propitious guefty 
Well haft thou taught the way that might dircft 
Our knowledge, and the fcale of nature fct 
From, center to circumfei-ence, whereon 510 

In contemplation of created things 
By fteps we may afcend to God. But fay, 
What meant that caution joinM> If yc be found 
Obedient ? can we want obedience then 
To him, or poifibly his love defert, 515 

Who formed; ut from the duft, and placed us here 
Full to the utn^oft meafure of what blifs 
Human deflres can feek or apprehend ? 

To whom the Angel. Son of H6av'n and Earth, 
Att^d : That thou art happy,t pwe to Godj 52* . 

That thou continueft fuch, owe to thyfelf. 
That is, to thy obedience ; therein ftand. 
This was that caution giv'n thee ; be advis'd. 
God made thee perfe6(, not immutable; 
A|nd good he made thee, but to perfevere 52$ 

He left it in:thy pow*r; ordain'd thy will 
By nature free, not ovcr-rulM by fate 
Inextricable, or ftrift necefiity i 
Our voluntary fervice he requires. 
Not our neceflitated^ fuch with him 530 

Finds no acceptance/ nor can find ; for how 
Can hearts, not free, be try'd whether they fervc 

Willing 
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ig or no, who will but what they muft 
ftiny, and can no other choofe ? 
f and all th* angelic hoft> that ftand 535 

It of God enthroned, our happy ftate 

as you yours, while our obedience holds j 
her furety none 5 freely we ferve, 
fe we freely love, as in our will 
^e or not $ in this we ftand or fall : 54.0 

bme are fairn, to difobedience falPn, 
b from Heav'n to deepeft Hell j O fall 
what high ftate of blifs into what woe ! 

whom our great progenitor. Thy words 

tive, and with more delighted ear, 545 

e inftru£lor, I have heard, than when 

ibic fongs by night from neighb^ing hills 

1 raufic fend : nor knew I not 

: both will and deed created free 5 

lat we never ihall forget to love 55^ 

laker, and obey him whofe command 

: is yet fo juft, my conftant thoughts 

'd me% and ftill aiTure : though what thou telPft 

pafsM in Heaven, fonie doubt within mc move, 

lore defire to hear, if thou confent, 555 

iill relation, which muft needs be ftrange, 

liy of facrcd filence to be heard ; 

^e have yet large day, for fcarce the fun 

finifti'd half his journey', and fcarce begins 

thcr half in the great zone of Hcav'n. 560 

us Adam made requeft; and Raphael 

ihort patife aflentiogi thtt» began. ^ 
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High matter thou injoin^ft me*, O prime of men. 
Sad talk and hard ; for how (hall I relate 
To human fenfe th' invifible exploits 565 

Of waning Spirits ? how without remorfe 
The ruin of fo many glorious once 
And perfeft while they ftood ? how laft unfold 
The fecrets of another world, perhaps 
Not lawful to reveal ? yet for tliy good 570 

This is difpens'd j and what furmounts the reach 
Of human fenfe, I fliall delineate fo, 
By likening fpiritual to corporal forms, 
As may exprefs them beft 5 though what if Earth 
Be but the fhadow' of Heav'n, and things therein- 57 j^ 
Each to' other like, more than on earth is thought? 

As yet this world was not, and Chaos wild 
Reign'd where thefeHeav'ns now roll, where Earth now 
Upon her center pois'd j when on a day [reftt 

(for time, though in eternity, ^ply'd 58* 

To motion, meafures all things durable 
By prcfent, paft, and future) on fuch day 
As Heaven's gp-cat year brings forth, th' empyreal Jiofl?, 
Of Angels by imperial fummons caird. 
Innumerable before th* Almighty's throne 585. 

Forthwith from all the end* of Heav'n appeared. 
Under their Hierarchs in orders bright : 
Ten thoufand dioufand enfigns high advancM, 
Standards suid gonfalons 'twixt van and rear 
Stream in the air, and for diftin£lion ferve 596 

Of hierarchies, of orders, and degrees ; 
Or in their glittering tilTues bear imblaz^d 

Holy 
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lemorialsy a6ls of zeal and love 
ed eminent. Thus when in orbi 
uit inexpreflible they ftood^ 59^ 

thin orb, the Father infinite. 
Dm in blifs imbofom'd fat the Son» 
: as from a flaming mount, whofe top- 
lefs had made invifible, thus fpake. 
' all ye Angels, progeny of light, 6o4i 

:s, Dominations, Princedoms^ Virtues, Powers^ 
ly decree, which unrevoked (hall ftand« 
ay I have begot whom I declaro 
ly Son, and on this holy hill 
ive anointed, whom ye now behold 60^ 

right hand ; your head I him appoint; 
y myfelf have fworn to him fhall bow 
ees in Heav'n, and fhall confefs him Lord I 
his great vice-gerent reign abide 
as one individual foul 6i4l 

er happy : Him who difobcys, 
fobeys, breaks union, and that day. 
It from God and blefied vifion, falls 
itter darknefs, deep ingulPd, his place 
Cd without redemption, without end. 6x^ 

pake th* Omnipotent, and with his words 
:m'd well pleas'd ; all feem'd, but were not alL 
lay, as other folemn days, they fpent 
g and dance about the facred hill ; 
lal dance, which yonder ftarry fphere 6a0 

nets and of fixM in all her wheeU 
bles ncareft> maset intricate^ 
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Eccentric, intervolvM, yet regular 
Then moft, 'when moft irregular they feem j 
;Aiid in their motions harmony divine 625 

So fmooths her charming tones, that God's own car 
Liftens delighted. Evening now approach'd 
(For we have alfo* our evening and our mom> 
We ours for change delegable, not need) 
Forthwith from dance to fweet repaft they turn 630 
Pefirous 5 all in circles as they ftood. 
Tables aw fet, and on a fudden pilM 
With Angfels food, and rubied ned^ar fiows 
In pearl, in diamond, and maily gold, 
f'ruit of delicious vines, the growth of Heaven. 635 
On flow'i-s repos'd, and with frefh flow'rets crownM, 
They eat, they drink, and in communion fweet 
Quaff immortality and joy, fecure 
Of furfeit where full meafure only bounds 
Itxcefs, before th* all-bounteous King, who fhowr'd 
With copious hand^ rejoicing in their joy. 
Now when ambrodal night with clouds exhal'd 
From that high mount of God, whence light and (hads^ 
Spring both, the face of brighteft Heav'n had chang'd 
To grateful twilight (for night comes not there 6j^,$ 
In darker veil) and rofeat dews dii'pos'd 
All but th' unfleeping eyes of God to reft j 
Wide over all the plain, stnd wider far 
Than all this globous earth in plain outfpread, 
(iuch are the coiurts of God) th' angelic throng, 65a 
Difpers'd in bands and files, their camp extend 
Bj living ftreams anxpng the tiees of life, 
^ Pavilions 
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Pttnlumt numberlefftf and fuddcn rear'dy 

Celeftial tabernacles^ where ihtj flept 

Fanned with cool winds i fave thofe who in their courfe 

Melodious hymns about the fovran throne 

Alternate all night long i but not fo wakM 

Satan ; fi> call him now, his foimer name 

Is heard no .more in Heav'n ^ he of the firft^ 

Jfnpt the firft Arch- Angela great in powcr^ 65o 

In favor and pra&eminence, yet fraught 

With envy^ againft the Son of God^ that day 

HonorM by his great Father, and proclamM 

Mefliah King anointed, could not bear 

Through pride that fighty and thought himfeifimpairM. 

i)cep malice thence conceiving and difdain. 

Soon as midnight brought on the dufky hour 

Friendlieft to deep and filence, he refolvM 

With all his legions to diflodge, and leave 

fJnwoHhipt, unobeyed the throne fiiprcme 670 

Contemptuous, and his next fubordinate 

Awak''ning, thus to him in fecret fpakc. 

Slcep'ft thou. Companion dear, what deep can clofe 
Thy eye-lids ? and rcmember'ft what decree 
Of yefterday, fo late hath pafs'd the lips 675 

6f Heav'n's Almighty. Thou to me thy thoughts 
Waft wont, I mine to thee was wont to' impart j 
Both waking we were one ; how then can now 
Thy ilcep difient ? New laws thou feeft impos'd ; 
^iew laws from him who reigns, new minds may raife 
In us who fervc, new counfels, to debate 
What doubtful may cnfue : more in this place 

Vol. I. M To 
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To utter is not fafe. Affemble thou 

Of all thofe myriads which we lead the chief 5 

Tell them that by command, ere yet dim night 685 

Her fhadowy cloud withdraws, I am to hafte. 

And all who under me their banners wave. 

Homeward with flying march where we poiTefs 

The quarters of the north 5 tliere to^ prepare 

Fit entertainment to receive our king 690 

The great MefTiah, and his new commands. 

Who fpeedily through all the hierarchies 

Intends to pafs triumphant, and give laws. 

So fpake the falfe Arch- Angel, and infus'd 
Bad influence into th' unwary breaft 695 

Of his aflbciate : he together calls, 
Or feveral one by one, the regent Powers, 
Under him regent j tells, as he was taught. 
That the moft High commanding, now ere night, 
Now ere dim night had difincumber'd Heaven, 700 
The great hieraixhal ftandard was to move 5 
Tells the fuggefted caufc, and cafts between 
Ambiguous words and jcaloufies, to found 
Or taint integrity : but all obey'd 
The wonted fignal, and fuperior voice 705 

Of their great potentate j for great indeed 
His name, and high was his degree in Heaven ; 
His countenance, as the morning ftar that guides 
The ftarry flock, allur*d them, and with lies 
Drew after him the third part of Heav'n's hoft. 7x0 
Mean while th' eternal eye, whofe fight difcerns 
Abflrufcft thoughts, from forth his holy mount 

And 
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And from within tke golden lamps, thmt bom 
Nightly before him, fiiw witliout their light 
R^llion riling} faw in whom, how fpread 715 

Among thue Cbnt of mom, ^at multitudes 
Were banded to oppofe his high decree } 
And fmiling to his only Son thus (aid. 

Son, thou in whom my glory I behold 
lb. full re^lendence^ Heir of all my migh^ 720 

Neariy it now concerns us to be fure 
Of our omnipotence, and with what arms 
We mean to hold what anciently we clame 
Of deity or empire ; fuch a foe 
li riling, who intends to^ ereft his throne ^25 

Equal to ours, throughout the fpacious north} 
Nor fo content, hath in his thought to try 
In battel, what our powV is, or our righti 
Let us advife, and to this hazard draw 
With fpeed what £01*06 is left, and all employ 730 
lu our dcfcnfe, left unawares we lofe 
This our high place, our fanflilary, our hilli 

To whom the Son ^th calm afpedl and clear. 
Lightning divine, ineffable, fercne, 
Made anfwer* Mighty Fsither, thoU thy foes 735 
Juftly haft in derifion, and fecure 
Laugh'ft at their vain defigns and tumults vain. 
Matter to me of glory, whom their hate 
Illuftrates, when they fee all regal power 
Giv^n me to quell their pride, and in event f 46 

Know whether I be dextrous to fubdue 
Thy rebels, or be found the worft in Heaved^ 

Ma S« 
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So fpake the Son j but Satan with his powers 
F^r was adyancM on winged fpeed, an hoft 
ItViumerable as the ftars of night, 74.5 

Or ftars of morning, dew-drops, which the fun 
Impearls on every leaf and every flower. 
Regions they pafsM, the mighty regencies 
Of Seraphim and Potentates and Threnes 
JJn their triple degrees ; regions to which 75© 

All thy dominion, Adam, is no more 
Than what this garden is to all the earth. 
And all the iea, from one entire globofe 
StretchM into longitude j which haying pafs'd 
^t length into the limits of the north 755 

They came, and Satan to his royal feat 
High on a hill, far blazing, as a mount 
Rais'd on a mount, with pyramids and towers 
From diamond quarries hewn, and rocks of gold ; 
The palace of great Lucifer, (fo call 760 

That ftrufture in the dialeft of men 
Interpreted) which not long after, he 
Affecting all equality with God, 
In imitation of that mount whereon 
^Itfliah was declared in fight of Heaven, 765 

The Mountain of the Congregation calPd j 
For thither he aflembled all his train. 
Pretending fo commanded to co|[ifult 
About the great reception of their king, 
O^^^ither to come, and with calumnious aft 770 

Of counterfeited truth thus held their ears. 

Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Virtues, Powers^ 
c : : : If 
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Ifdide Aagnific ttdtt yet remain 

Not merely titukr, finoe by decree 

Asodier now hath to himfelf ingroftM 775 

All pow^r,. and us edipsM under the name 

Of King anointed, for whom all this hafte 

Of midnight march, and hurried meeting here^ 

This only to confult, how we. may bcft 

With what may he devised of honors new > 7 So 

ReceiTe him coming to teceiye from us 

Knee-tribute yet unpaid, proftration urile. 

Too much to one, but double how indnrM 

To one and to his image now proclamM f 

But what if better counfels might ereft 785 

Oufminds, and teach us to caft off this yoke ? 

Will ye fubmit your necks, and choofe to bend 

The Aipple knee ? ye will not, if I truft - 

To know ye right, or if yc know yourfelves 

Natives and Tons of Heaven poflefs'd before 790 

By none, and if not equal all, yet free. 

Equally free ; for orders and degrees 

Jar not with liberty, but well confift. 

Who can in rcafon then or right afTume 

Monarchy over fuch as live by right 795 

His equals, if in pow*r and fplendor lefs, 

In freedom equal ? or can introduce 

Law and edift on us, who without law 

Err not ? much lefs for this to be our Lord, 

And look foe adoration to th* abufe 800 

Of thofe imperial titles, which aflert 

Our being ordain-d to govern, not to ferve. 

M 3 Thus 
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Thus far his bold difcourfe without controll 
Had audience, when among the Seraphim 
Abdiel, than whom none with more zeal adored (05 
The Deity', and divine commands obey'd. 
Stood up, and in a flame of zeal fevere 
The current of his fury thus opposed. 

O argument blafphemous, falfe and proud ! 
Words which no ear ever to hear in Heaven <i« 

Expefted, leaft of all from thee, Ingrate, 
In place thyfelf fo high above thy peers. 
Canft thou with impious obloquy cbndemn 
The juft decree of God, pronounc'd and fwoni. 
That to his only Son by right indued Si 5 

With regal fcepter, every foul in Heaven 
Shall bend the knee, and in that honor due 
Confefs him rightful king? unjuft, thou fay'ft. 
Flatly unjuft, to bind wiA laws the free. 
And equal over equals io let reign, Zto 

One over all with unfucceeded power. 
Shalt thou give law to God, fhalt thou difpute 
With him the points of liberty, who made 
Thee what thou art, and form'd the PowVs of Heaven 
Such as he pleasM, and circumfcrib*d their being ? 
Yet by experience taught wte know how good, 
And of our good and of our dignity 
How provident he is, how far from thought 
To make us lefs, bent rather to exalt 
Our happy ftate under one head more near 83« 

United. But to grant it thee unjuft, 
That equal over equals monarch reign : 

Thyfelf 
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Tliyftlf ihoiigii grMt ind glorioiu doft thon count. 

Or all aagelic nature joinM in {me, 

B^oal to kiki b^ottsn Son ? by whom S35 

At by hit Word the mighty Father made 

All thingf 9 er^n thee s and all the Spi*ritt of Heaven 

By him created in dieir bright degrees. 

Crowned them with glory% and to their glory namM 

Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Virtues, Powers, 

Eflential Powers } nor by his reign obfcur'd. 

But more illuftrious made$ fince he the head 

One of otur number thus reduced becomes ; 

His laws our laws; all honor to him done 

Returns our own. Ceafe then this impious rage, S45 

And tenpt not thefe j but hafbn to appeafe 

Th* incenled Fadier, and th* incenfed Son, 

While pardon may be found in time befought^ 

So fpake the fervent Angel j but his zeal 
Kokie feconded, as out of (eafon judgM, 850 

Or fingular and rafti, whereat rejoicM 
Th' Apoftate, and more haughty thus reply'd. 
Tkit we were form'd then, fay' ft thou ? and the work 
Opiecondary hands, by talk transferred 
Wrcm Father to his Son ? ftrange point and new ! 855 
Do6lrin which we would know whence learnM : whofaw 
When this creation was ? remember^ft thou 
Thy making, while the Maker gave thee being ? 
We know no time when we were not as now 5 
Ku'tw none before us, felf-begot, felf- raised 860 

By uur own quick'nin,^ pow*r, when fatal courfe 
Had ciicled his full orb, the birth mature 

M4. Of 
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Of this our native Heav'n, ethereal fons. 

Our puiffance is our own ; pur own right hand 

Shall teach us higheft deeds, by proof to try 865 

Who is our equal : then thou flialt behold 

Whether by fupplication we intend 

Addrefsy and to begirt th^ almighty throno 

Befeeching or befieging. This report, 

Thcfe tidings carry to th* anointed King ; S76 

And fly, ere evil intercept thy flight. 

He faid, and as the found of waters deep 
Hcarfe murmur echo'd to his words applaufe 
Through the infinite hoft} nor iefs for that 
The flaming Seraph fearlefs, though alone 875 

Incompafs'd round with foes, thus anfwer^d bold. 

O alienate from God, O Spi*rit accursM, 
Forfaken of all good ; I fee thy fall 
Determined, and thy haplefs crew involv'd 
In this perfidious fraud, contagion fpread ZSo 

Both of thy crime and punifliment : henceforth 
No more be troubled how to quit the yoke 
Of God's Mefliah; thofe indulgent laws 
Will not be now vouchfaf 'd j other decrees 
Again ft thee are gone forth without i*ecall ; 885 

That golden fcepter, which thou didft rejeft, ■ 
Is now an iron rod to bi-uife and break 
Thy difobedience. Well thou didft advife. 
Yet not for thy advice or threats I fly 
Thefe wicked tents devoted, left the wrath 890 

Impendent, raging into fudden flame 
Diftinguifli not : for foon expcfl to feel 
'..) His 
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His thunder on thy head, devouring fire. 

Then who created thee lamenting learn. 

When who can uncreate thee thou (halt know. 895 

So {pake the Seraph Abdiel faithful found 
Among the faithlefs, faithful only he ; 
Among innumerable falfe, unmovM, 
Unfhaken, unfeducM, unterrifyM, 
His loyalty he kept, his love, his zeal ; 90* 

Nor number, nor example with him wrought 
To fwerve from truth, or change his conftant mind 
Though fmgle. From amidft them forth he pafsM, 
Long way through hoftile fcom, which he fuftainM 
Superior, nor of violence fear'd ought ; 905 

And with retorted fcom his back he turn'd 
On thofe proud tow'rs to fwift deflru6Uon doomM. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

Raphael continues to relate how Michael and Gabriel 
were fent forth to baUel againft Satan and his 
Angels. The firft fight defcribM : Satan and his 
Powers retire under night : He calls a council, in- 
vents devilifh engins, which in the fecond day^s 
fight put Michael and his Angels to fome diforder : 
but they at length pulling up mountains over- 
whelmM both the force and machines of Satan: 
Yet the tumult not fo ending, God on the third 
day fends Messiah his Son, for whom he had re- 
ferv'd the glory of that viftory : He in the power 
of his Father coming to the place, and cauiing all 
his legions to ftand ftill on either fide, with his 
^ chariot and thunder driving into the midft of his 
* enemies, purfues them unable to refift towards the 
wall of Heaven ; which opening, they leap down 
with horror and confufion into the place of punifh- 
ment prepared for them in the deep: Messiah re- 
turns with triumph to his Father. 
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BOOK VI. 

I 

Ah L night tbe dreadleft Angel unpurfued 
Througk HeavVs widechampain held bU way ; tUl 
Wak*d by the circling boursy with rofy band [mom, 
Unbarr'd die gates of light. There is a cave 
Widiin tbe mount of God, faft by bis throne, 5 

Wbeis light and darknefs in perpetual round 
Lodge and diflodge by turns, which makes through 
Grateful viciflitude, like day and night; [Heaven 

Light iflues forth, and at the other door 
pl((equious darknefs enters, till her hour jo 

To Tcil tbe Heav*n, though darknefs there might well 
Seem twilight here : and now went forth tbe morn 
Such at in higheft Heav*n, array'd in gold 
Empjrreal $ from before her vaniib'd night, 
Shot through with orient beams $ when all the plain j 5 
Cover'd with thick imbattelM fquadrons bright. 
Chariots and flaming arms, and fiery fteeds 
Reflecting blaze on blaze, firfl met his view : 
War he pcrceivM, war in procin^, and found 
AJ ready known what be for news had thought %o 

To have reported : gladly then he mixM 
Among thofe friendly Pow'rs, who him received 

With 
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Witli joy and acclamations loud, that one. 

That of fo many myriads falPn, yet one 

Returned not loft : On to the facred hill 25 

They led him high applauded, and prefent 

Before the feat fupreme 5 from whence a voice 

From midft a golden cloud thus mild was heard. 

Servant of God, well done, well haft thou fought 
The better fight, who iingle haft niaintainM 30 

Againft revolted multitudes the caufe 
Of truth, in word mightier than they in arms $ 
And for the teftimony* of truth haft borne 
Univerfal reproach, fai* worfe to bear 
Than violence; for this was all thy care, 35 

To ftand approved in fight of God, though worlds 
Judg'd thee perverfe : the eafier conqueft now 
Remains thee, aided by this hoft of friends. 
Back on thy foes more gloiious to return 
Than fcom'd thou didft depart, and to fubdoe 49 

By force} who reafon for their law refufe, 
Right reafon for their law, and for their king 
Meffiah, who by right of merit reigns. 
Go Michael of celeftial armies prince. 
And thou in military prowefs next 45^ 

Gabriel, lead forth to battel thefe my fons 
Invincible, lead forth my aimed Saints 
By thoufands and by millions rangM for fight, 
Equal in number to that Godlefs crew 
RtbcUious ; them with ftre and hoftile arms 50 

Fearlefs afTault, and to the brow of Heaven 
Purfuing drive them out from God and blift 

Into 
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Into their pltteoFpnaiiuiieiit, the golf 

Of Tartaruif iduek raady opmt wide 

He fiery Ciiaos to icceife their fall. 55 

So ({Mike the immui Toice, aad clouds bcgaa 
To darken all die hill, and finoke to roll 
In dulkjr wreatht, rdufbuit flanesy the fign 
Of wrath awak*d} nor with left dread the loud 
Sihersal trumpet £rom on hi^ 'gan bbwf 601 

At which comniand die Powers militmty 
That Aoodibr He8v*n» in mighty quadrat joined 
Of union intiiftihlf, moT*d on 
In filenoe their bright legiont, to the (bund 
Of inftrumental hanneny, diat breath*d 6$ 

Heroic ardor to adfentrout deeds 
Under dieir God*like leaders, in dR ccufe 
Of God and his Meifiah. On they move 
Indiflblubly firm j nor obviowi hilly 
Nor ftrait^ning vale, nor wood, nor ftream divides 70 
Their perfe£l ranks ^ for high above the ground 
Their march was, and the paifive air upbore 
Their nimble tread } as when the total kind - 
Of birdsy in orderly array on wing. 
Came fummon*d over Eden to receive 75 

Their names of thee ; fo over many a ttaft 
Of Heaven they march'd, and many a province wide 
Tenfold the lengdi of this terrene : at lait 
Far in th* horizon to the north appeared 
From (kirt to ikirt a fiery region, ftretch'd So 

In battailous afp^A, and nearer view 
Bribed with upright beams innumerable' 

Of 
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Of rigid fpears ^uid helmets dirong'd, and ihields 

VariotUy widi boaftfiil argument portray'dy 

The banded Powers of Satan hafting on 8c 

With fiirioot expedition ; for they ween'd 

That felf'fame day by fight, or by furprife. 

To win the mount of God, and on his throne 

To fet the enricr of his ftate, the proud 

Afpircr, but their thoughts prov'd fond and vain 90 

In the mid way ; though ftrange to us it feem'd 

At firft, that Angel fljould with Angel war. 

And in fierce hofting meet, who wont to meet 

So oft in feftivals of joy and love 

yuanimous, as fons of one great fire ^e 

Hymning th' eternal Father : but the ftiout 

Of battel now began, and rufhing found 

Of onfet ended ibon each milder thought* 

High in the midft exalted as a God 

^' Apoftate in his fun-bright chariot fat, too 

Idol of majefty divine, inclos'd 

With flaming Chei*ubim and golden ihields ; 

Then lighted from his gorgeous throne, for now 

* Twixt hoft and hoft but narrow fpace was left, 

A dreadful interval, and front to front 105 

Prefcnted (lood in terrible array 

Of hideous length t before the cloudy van. 

On the rough edge of battel ere it joinM, 

Satan with va(t ai\d haughty ftrides advanced 

Ctune towring» armM in adamant and gold } no 

Abiiiel that fight endur'd not, where he ilood 

Among the migKUefti bent on higheft deeds. 

And 
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And thiit Ui ^hmtttdaiinted heart exploHNr* 

OHemT*nl tliat fucli serenil>lance of the Higfaeft 
Slwiild yet remain^ vrbitrt fisuth and rtsdty 115 

Remain not s whiaticn ihould not ftrength and might 
There £iliL«liereTirtiie.failt9.:orveakeft prove • 
Where bfddeftt diough to. fight unconqnemblc? • 
Hispviliulce, traftmgiAidi'Ahmghty'tai^^ 
|;4iefl|A to try, whoTe icai^ I have try'd 114^ 

Unibund fifid&Ut^ tforU tf Vnghtbut juSt, 
That he who in. debate of truth hath won . 
Shonld win in armsi In both dilputet alikb 
Via^i thoii|^:1irutiih that oont^ft and foul. 

When reafbn hath ta deal with force, yet fo 125 

\€xA reafbn it that reaibn overcome. 

Soponderihgy and- fiom his armed peers 

Forth ftepping oppoiit,^ half way he met 

His daring foe, at this prevention more 

Incensed, and thus fecurely him defyM. 1 30 

Proud, art thou met ? thy hope was to have reach'd 

The highth of thy afpiring unopposed. 

The thro^ie of God unguarded, and his fide 

Abandoned at the terror of thy power 

Or potent tongue : foo), not to think how vain 135 

Againft th* Onmipotent to rile in arms ; 

Who out of imalleft things could without end 

Have raisM inceflant armies to defeat 

Thy fol]y; or with folitary hand 

Keaching beyond all limit, at one blow 140 

Unaided co\4d have finifh'd thee, and whelmed 

Thy legions onder darkneis : but thou (eeft 
.Vol. I. N AU 
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All are not of thy train 5 there be who faitk 

Prefer, and piety to God, though then 

To thee not viiihte^ when I alone 145 

Seem'd in thy world erroneous to diflent 

From all: my ftSt thou feeftf now learn ttKvlate 

How few fometimes may know, when thonfand* err 4 ' 

Whom.th« grand foe with fcornful eye afkancie 
Thus anfwer'd. Ill for thee, but in wifh*d h«ur 25^ 
Of my revenge, firft fought for tiiou retunv*ft 
From flighty feditious Angel, to receive 
Thy merited reward, the firft atfay 
Of this right hand provok'd, fince fir(( that tonigiie 
Inipir'd with contradi6lion dnrft of>pofe 155 

A third part of the Gods, in fynod met 
Their deitieii to aflert, who while they feel 
Vigor divine within them, can allow 
Omnipotence to none. But well thou com^'ft 
Before thy fellows, ambitious tx> win 260 

From me fome plume, that thy fuccefs may ihow 
Deftru6lion to the reft : this paufe between 
(Unanfwe#'d left thou boaft) to let thee know; 
At firft I tliought that Liberty and Heaven 
To heat'nly fouls had been aljt one; but now 165 

I fee that moft through floth had rather ftrve^ 
Miniftrilkg Spi'nts, trained up in fftaft and fbng; 
Such haft thou armM, the minftrdfy of Heaven^ 
Servility with freedom to contethl. 
Aft both their deeds compared this day (hall prove. 170 

To ^^^m in brief thtra Abdiel Atrtt reply^di 
Apoftate, IB} thou enr'ft, norendwiltHSnd 

Of 



^tf 4kra^'^H0tti' twpMs'OT imth rcmoti^t 
Unjnftly thou dtpt^arHI h widi die iiime 
Of ftnritude to f«nr« wlom God ordainty 175 

Or Nature s-' Ood and Httiue bid the fhme. 
When he who mka ie worthiei^ and excels 
Them whMl he gotetnt • TUa ii fenrittide. 
To ferve tVvamUSk, or him who hath rebelled 
Aglunft hit #6rdiiir» as thine inow ferve theei 180 
Thyftlf .n«t fire^ bnt to thyftlf inthraird> 
Yet lewdly dar'ft our miniftring upbraid.' 
Rdgn tlum in Hell thy kingdom ; let me fbihtt 
In Heaven God-e?er bieft» and his dirine 
Bdkib obey, worthteft to be obeyM ; 1 S5 

Yet chains in Hell, not realms expeft : mean while 
From me retnmM, at erft thou faidft, from flight, 
This g^eting on diy impious creft receive. 
So faying, a noble ftroke he Hfited high, 
Which hung not, but fo Cmft with tempeft fell 190 • 
On the proud creft of Satan, ^t no iight. 
Nor motion of fwift thought, lefs could his fhield 
Such rM mtercept : ten paces huge 
He back recoird ; the tenth on bended knee 
Hit mafly fpear upftayM f as if on earth 195 

Winds imder ground, or waters forcing way 
Sidelong had pufh'd a moun'tain from his feat 
Half funk with all his pines. Amazement fdicM 
The rebel Thrones, but greater rage to fte 
Thus foird their mightieft j ours joy fiird, and (houf, 
Prefage of Tiflory, and fierce defire 
Of battel I whereat Michiiel bid fotind 

N 2 TV 
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Th' Arch- Angel trumpet; through the vaft of Heaven 
It founded, and the faithful armies rung 
Hofannah to the High'ft : nor ftood at gaze 205: 

The adverfe legions, nor lefs hideous join'd 
Tlie horrid fliock : now forming fury rofe. 
And clamor fuch as heard in Heav'n till now 
Was never; arms on armour claihing bray*d 
Hon'ible difcord, and the madding wheels »x« 

Of brazen chariots ragM ; dire was the noife . 
Of confli£l J over head the difmal hifs 
Of fiery darts in flaming volies flew. 
And flying vaulted either hoft with fire. 
So under fiery cope together rufti'd 21^ 

Both battels main, with ruinous aflault 
And inextinguiihable rage ^ all Heaven 
Kefounded, and had Earth been then, all Earth 
Had to her center fliook. What wonder ? when 
Millions of fierce encountring Angels fought 2sa 

On either fide, the lead of whom could wield 
Thefe elements, and arm him with the force 
Of all their regions : how much more of power . 
Army' againft army numberlefs to raife 
Dreadful combu(Hon warring, and difturb, 225 

Though not deftroy, their happy native feat 5 
Had not th' eternal King omnipotent 
From his ftrong hold of Heav'n high over-rul'd 
And limited tlieir might; though numbered fuch 
As each divided legion might have feemM %%o^ 

A numerous hoft, in ftrength each armed hand 
A legion, led in fi^t yet leader feem'd j 

Each 
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Xadiwarri^ filigle ttlfi c&ief, brpert 
When to adfttce, or ftatidy or tnmi the fWajr 
Of battely open when^ and when to dole 135 

The ridges of grim war": no thought of flight. 
None of retreat, no unbecoming deed 
That argued fear; each on faimfelf relyM, 
At only in his arm the moment lay 
Of yiftory : deeds of eternal fame 140 

Were done, but infinite; for wide was i^read 
That war and various, fometimes on firm grcfund 
A ilanding fight, then foaring on niain wing 
Tormented all the aur; all air feem'd then 
Conflifting fire: long time in even fcale 245 

The battel hung; till Satan, who that day 
PnxKgious pow*r had fhown, and met in arms 
No equal, ranging through the dire attack 
Of fighting Seraphim confus'd, at length 
€aw where the fword of Michael fraote, and felPd 259 
Squadrons at once ; with huge two-handed fway 
BrandifliM ajoft the horrid edge came down 
Wide wailing; fuch deftru6lion to withftand 
He hafted, and oppos'd the rocky orb 
Of tenfold adamant, his ample fhicid, 255^ 

A vaft circumference : At his approach 
The great Arch- Angel from his warlike toil 
Surceased, and glad as hoping here to end 
Inteftin war in Heav'n, th* arch-foe fubduM 
Op captive draggM in chains, with hollile ^wn 2C0 
And vifage all inflamM firft thus began. 
Author of evil, unknown till thy revolt, 
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UnnamM in Heaven, now plenteous, as thou ieeft 

Thefe aas of hateful fh'ih, hateful to all. 

Though heavieft by juft meafure on thyfelf 26f 

And thy adherents : how haft thou diihirb'd 

Heav^n^s bleifed peace, and into nature brought 

Mifeiy, uncreated till the crime 

Of thy rebellion ? how haft thou inftiird 

Thy malice into thoufands, once upright ftfp 

And faithful, now provM falfe ? But think not here 

To trouble holy reft ; Heav'n cafts thee out 

From all her confines. Heav'n the feat of blifs 

Brooks not the works of violence and war. 

Hence then, and evil go with thee along, tf^ 

Thy offspring, to the place of evil. Hell, 

Thou and thy wicked crew ; there mingle broils^ 

Ere this avenging fword begin thy doom. 

Or fome more fudden vengeance wing'd from God 

Precipitate thee with augmented pain. aS^ 

So fpake the Prince of Angels ; to whom thus 
The Adverfary. Nor think thou vrith wind 
Of aeiy threats to awe whom yet with deeds 
Thou canft not. Haft thou tttm'd the leaft of theft . 
To flight, or if to fall, but that they rife %t$ 

Unvanquiih'd, eafier to tranfaft with mc 
That thou fhouldft hope, imperious, .and with threats 
To chace me hence ? err not that fo fhali end 
The ftrife which thou cairft evil, but we ftile 
The fti'ife of glory i which we mean to win, a9» 

Or turn this Heav'n itfelf into the Hell 
Thou fableft, here however to dwell fttc 

If 



JfmOtinweaffir. a«m whik ibjr utmoft AntK, 
And join UHiii«iii7d Aknighff to thy midy . 
I%not^'butlitve£ai^;litdice£u-andiiigfa. ^95 

Thcf ^IMM pick, ttiKi bodi addrefs^d for fight 
UnfpeakjAilos lor ^tk»f tiiongk with the tongue 
Of An^elt, cam roltte^^'or to vhat things 
TJken oinearth ooniipic«ottft» that may lifi: 
ftn^Hi itntgwwrkm to fiidi highth 300 

Of Godlike pow'r? ferJikdi: Gods they Jeem^d, 
Stood they or mor'd^ ab watnfey mtjition^ anns. 
Fit to de^de die «aipife of great HeaFen. 
Now wavM their fiery Iwords, and in the- air 
liode hoirid ciivles; two^poadfuns di^ir fiueld^ 305 
BlasM op^ofii^ whik expeOation ftood 
In hoRvri horn each hutid with ipeed retir'dy 
Where erft was thickeft fight, th* angelic throng, 
And left large field, un&fe widiin the wind 
Of fuch commotion; fuch as, to fet forth 310 

Great things by finail, if nature's concord broke, 
Among the conftellations war were fpnAkg, 
Two planets ruihing from afp^ malign 
Of fierceft oppofition in mid iky 
Should combat, and dieir jarring fpheres confound. 
Together both with next to' almighty arm 
Up-lifted imminent, one ftroke they aim'd ' 
That might determin, and not need repeat. 
As not of powV at once $ nor odds appealed 
In might or fwift prerention : but the fwoid 320 

Of Michael from the armoury of God 
Was gifta himianper'd fo, that neither keen - 

N 4 Kor 
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Nor folid might rcfift that edge i it met 

The fword of Satan with fteep force to fmite 

Dcfcending, and in half cut (heer; nor ftay'd, 315 

But with fwift wheel revcrfe, deep entring ihar'd 

AH his right fide : then Satan firft knew pain. 

And writh'd him to and fro convolv'd 5 fo fore 

The griding fword with difcontinuoiis wound 

Pafs'd through him : but th^ ethereal fubftance clotM, 

Not long divifible ; and from the gafli 

A ftream of nefta'rous humor ifluing flow'd 

Sanguin, fuch as celeftial Spi'rits may bleed. 

And all his armour ftain'd ere while fo bright. 

Forthwith on all fides to his aid was run 335 

By Angels many and ftrong, who interpos'd 

Defenfe, while others bore him on their (hieldt 

Back to his chariot, where it flood retired 

From off the files of war 5 there they him laid 

Gnafhing for anguifh and defpite and fhame, 340 

To find himfelf not matchlefs, and his pride 

Humbled by fuch rebuke, fo far beneath 

His confidence to equal God in power. 

Yet foon he heal'd ; for Spi'rits that live throughout 

Vi.tal in every part, not as frail man 345 

In entrails, heart or head, liver or reins^^ 

Cannot but by annihilating die j 

Nor in their liquid textme mortal wound 

Receive, no more than can the fluid air I 

^11 heart they live, all head, all eye, all ear, 350 

All intelle£l, all fenfc^ and as they pleafe. 

They limb themfelvfs^and color* ihapt of /ize 

AfTume, 
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Mdnt vSle in^itkcr iMim like deeds fMsrv^d 
Mmorial, whcra tlie tiiigiit of Gabriel fbagrht, 355 
Attd wilfcrfiikeeiifigiw piercM the deep wnf 
Of Moloch furioof Itu^;- tHio hhirdeifyd, 
And at hit chiriot v^tieelt tb drag him botiiid 
Threatened, nor fnm the Holy One of Heaven 
JUfrainM hit tongue bhUfpUteotts $ but anon 360 

Down dofien to the wafte, with fliatter^d armt 
And nncoudi pain fled bellowing. Oil eadi wing 
Uriel and Raphael hit Taunting foe. 
Though fange, and in a rock of diamond armM, 
VanqnifliM Adhunelechy and Afmadai, 3^5 

Two potent thrones, dtst to be left than Godt 
DiidainM, but meaner thoughts leamM in their flight. 
Mangled with ghaftly wounds through plate and mail. 
Nor flood unmindful Abdiel to annoy 
The atheift crew, but with redoubled blow 370 

Ariel and Arioch, and the violence 
Of Ramiel fcorchM and blafted overthrew. 
I might relate of thoufands, and their names 
l^temixe here on earth ; but thofe ele£l 
Angels, contented with their fame in Heaven, 375 
Seek not the praife of men : the other fort. 
In might though wondrous and in a£ls of war. 
Nor of renown lefs eager, yet by doom 
Cancerd from Heaven and facred memory, 
Namelefs in dark oblivion let them dwell. 380 

For ftrength from truth divided and from jnfl, 
Ulaudable, nought merits but difpraiie 

And 
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And igncmmYp 3^ *^ S^^* afpires 
Vain-gloriotzs, and throogH iafuaj fecks fame: 
Thcrrfore cficnui ulecce be tliur docoi. )t5 

And now their migfatieft qjoclTd^ the battel nicnr'ds 
With many an inroad gorM ; deformed rout 
Enter' dy and foul diibrder; all the groond 
With iluver'd armour ftxDwn» and on a heap 
Chariot and chaxieteer lay ov^tum'd^ 390 

And fiery foaming Aeeds; what ftood, recoiled 
0'er-wearied» through the faint Satanic hoft 
Defer, f.ve fcarce, or with pale fear furpriz^dy 
Then firft with fear furprizM and fenfe of pain» 
Fled ignominious, to fuch e\'il brought 39^ 

By fm of diibbediencey till that hour 
Not liable to fear or flight or pain. 
Far otherwife th^ inviolable Saints 
In cubic phalanx firm advancM entire^ 
Invulnerable, impenetrably armM ; 40Q 

£uch high advantages their Innocence 
Cave them abo\'C their foes ; not to have finned. 
Not to have difobey'd j in fight they flood 
Unwearied, unobnoxious to be painM 
By wound, though from their place by violence mov*d. 

Now night her courfe began, and over Heaven 
Inducing darknefs, grateful tnice impos'd. 
And filence on the odious din of war : 
Under her cloudy covert both retir'd, 
Vi£lor and vanquifh'd : on the fougliten field 410 

Michael and his Angels prevalent 
lucampingy placM in guard their watches round« 

Cherubic 
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Satan wMyliu nebcBiont difappear'di . 

Fair ui die daik diibcig^dl and void of TCfft, 415 

Uu potflBOitief $0 council caJUMby-nigfati. 

And in die midft tluu nndifiaaxfd begaib 

O now inldangBr laj*4p now known in amw 
Not to be ove g powV4» Compaqignt 4e«r» 
JEqgand wocthy not of liberty alon^ 4ap 

Too mean jnttmocp but what we more afibft. 

Who have r«ftainM one day in doubtful fight 

(And if one day, why not eternal days ?) 

WjMtHsayQi^iJuordhadpow'rfuUiefttofend 415 

Againft nt from about Ut throne^ and judg*d 

Sofficiciit to fubdut us to hit will. 

But proves not (b : then fallible. It ieems. 

Of futuro we may deem hiro, though till now 

Omnifcient thou^t. True is, lefs fiiinly armM, 430 

Some difadvantage we indurM and pain. 

Till now not knowm, but known as feon contemn'd j 

Since now we find this our empyreal form 

Incapable of mortal injury, 

Imperiihable, and though piercM with wound, 431 

Soon clofing, and by native vigor h^*d. 

Of evil then fb (mall aa eafy think 

The remedy; perhaps .more valid arms. 

Weapons more violent, when next we meetj 

May ferve to better us, and worfe our foes, 449 

Or equal what between us made the odds, . 

In nature nonet if other hidden caoio 

Left 
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Left them fuperior, while we can preferve 

Unhurt our minds and underftanding foundy 

Due fearch and confultation will difclofe. 44,5 

He fat ; and in th' affembly next upftood 
Nifroch, of Principalities the prime ; 
As one he flood efcap'd from cruel fight. 
Sore toilM, his riven arms to havoc hewn. 
And cloudy in afp^ft thus anfw'ring fpake. 4.5^ 

Deliverer from new Lords, leader to free 
Enjoyment of our right as Gods ; yet hard 
For Gods, and too unequal work we find, 
Againft unequal arms to fight in pain, 
Againft unpainM, impaflive j from which evil 455 
Ruin muft needs enfue ; for what avails 
Valor or ftrength, though matchlefs, quell'd with psun 
Which all fubdues, and makes remifs the hands 
Of mightieft ? Senfe of pleafure we may well 
Spare out of life perhaps, and not repine, ^q 

But live content, which is the calmeft life j 
But pain is perfeft mifery, the worft 
Of evils, and excelfive, overturns 
All patience. He who therefore can invent 
With what more forcible we may oifend 465 

Our yet unwounded enemies, or arm 
Ourfelves with like defcnfe, to me dcferves 
No lefs than for deliverance what we owe. 

Whereto with look composM Satan reply'd. 
Not uninvented that, which thou aright 470 

Belicv'ft fo main to our fuccefs, I bring. 
Which of us who beholds the bright furftcc 

Of 
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Some one intent on mifchief, or infpir'd 

With devil ifli machination, might devife • 

Like inftniment to plague the fons of men 505 

For (in, on war and mutual (laughter bent. 

Forthwith from council to the work they flew: 

None arguing fliood ; innumerable hands 

Were ready 5 in a moment up they turh'd 

"Wide the celeflial foil, and faw beneath 5x9 

Th' originals of nature in their crude 

Conception ; fulphurous and nitrous foam 

They found, they mingled, and with fubtle art, 

Conco£^ed and aduftcd they reduced 

To blackeft grain, and into ftore convey 'd: 5x5 

Part hidden veins diggM up (nor hath this eatth 

Entrails unlike) of mineral and ftone, 

Whereof to found their engins and their balls 

Of miilive ruin 5 part incentive reed 

l^roVide, pernicious with one touch to fire. 510 

So all ere day-fpring, under confcious night. 

Secret they finifti'd, and in order fet. 

With filent circumfpe6Uon unefpy'd. 

Now when fair morn orient in Heav'n appearM, 
Up rofe the vi6lor Angels, and to arms 515 

The matin trumpet fung : in arms they ftood 
Of golden panoply, refulgent hoft. 
Soon banded ; others from the dawning hills 
LookM round, and fcouts each coaft light-armed fcour. 
Bach quarter, to defcry the diftant foe, 530 

Where lodg'd, or whither fled. Or if for fight. 
In motion or in hidt s him foon they niet 

Under 
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Under fpread eniigas mcmng ni^y in (iow 
But firm battaUoR $ back with fpeediefk fiul 
Zophiely of Chcmbhn the fwiftcft wiag, 535 

Came fly^ktgr aad in mkl air i^ud thus oryi^d. 

Am> Wacriorsv arm for fight $ the foe at hand» 
Whom floi we tfaought» wiU iave it» leng piurfnit 
This day p fiear not bis £iglit^ &> thick » doad 
Qe comesy and fettled in his face I fee 54A 

Sad refi^utkW anifecare : leteach • 

His adamantin cosit gind welly, and each 
Fit well Ms bekn, gripe faft hist orbed fhidd. 
Borne ev^n or high ^ for this day will poor dowDy > 
If I conje^hire ought, no drialiog fliower, 545 

But rattling ftorm of arrows barb*d wic&i An* 

So wam'd he diem aMove themfelves, aaid ibon 
In order, quit of all impediment ; 
Inftant without diihirb they took alarm. 
And onward mov*d imbattelM : when behold - 554 
Not diftant far with heavy pace the foe 
Approaching grofs and huge, in hollow cube 
Training his devilifli enginry, impalM 
On every fide with fhadowing fquadrons dtep^ 
To hide the Fraud. At interview both flood 555 
A while i but fuddenly at head appeared 
Satan, and thus was heard commanding loud. 

Vanguard, to right and left the front unfold ) 
That all may fee who hate us, how we feek • 
Peace and compofure, and with open breaft 5^ 

Stand ready to receive them, if they like 
Our overturei and tuni not back penravft ) 

But 
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But that I doubt j however witnefs Heaven, 
Heaven witnefs thou anon, while we dirchii:]ge 
Freely our part ; ye who appointed ftand, 56 j 

Do as you have in charge, and briefly touch . ' ^ 

What we propound, and loud that all may hear. ■ . 

So fcoffing in ambiguous words, he fcarce ■*. v - 

Had ended : when to right and left the front 
Divided, and to either flank retired : . 57a 

Which to our eyes diicoverM, new and ftangi^y ; 

A triple mounted row of pillars laid I 

On wheels (for like to pillars moft they &em*df 
Or hollowM bodies made of oak. or fir. 
With branches lopt, in wood or mountain fell'd) 575 
Brafs, iron, ftony mold, had not their mouths 
With hideous oriHce gapM on us wide. 
Portending hollow tnice : at each behind 
A Seraph ftood, and in his hand a reed 
•Stood waving tipt with fire ; while we fufpenfe 5S0 
Collected flood within our thoughts amusM, 
Not long, for fudden all at once their reeds 
Put forth, and to a naiTow vent apply'd 
With niceft touch. Immediate in a flame. 
But foon obfcurM with fmoke, all Heav'n appearM, 
From thofe deep throated engins belchM, whofe roar . 
JmbowelM with outrageous noife the air. 
And all her entrails tore, difgorging foul 
Their devilifh glut, chained thunderbolts and hail 
Of iron globes ; which on the vi6lor hoft 590 

Leveled, with fuch impetuous fury fmote, 
That whom ibpy hit, none on their feet might fland, 

Thougl 
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' ThoQiJtk^ffAmg eliSi u rockt; bnt downhhty fell 
By thodHHs, Angel on Arch- Angel rollM ; 
CIIk iboacr far tlieir arms J nnarmM they might 595 
Htve «dilx me Spt'riu evaded fwift 
By quick contraction or remove $ but now 
Povl diifipBtion followed and forced rout j 
Nor'icr^d it to relax their (erried files. 
.What flionld they do ? if on they nifhM, repulfe ^09 
Rep CT t B ^ ^md indecent overthrow 
flwiWwl, would render them yet more de(pit*d» 
JKid'tD their foes a laughter $ for in view 
Stood rankM of Seraphim another row, 
Ib pofture to difplode their fecond tire 605 

Of thunder: back defeated to return 
They woHe abhorrM. Satan beheld their plight. 
And to his nutes thus in derifion calPd. 

O Frieiidsy why come not on thefe viftors proud ? 
^rewhile they fierce were coming ; and when we, 6 1 o 
To entertain them fair with opeh front 
And breafl (what could we more?) propounded terms 
Of compofition, fbrait they changed their minds. 
Flew off, and into ftrange vagaries fell, - 
As they would dance ; yet for a dance they feem'd 615 
Somewhat extravagant and wild, perhaps 
For joy of offered peace : but I fuppofe, 
If our propofals once again were heard, 
We fhould compel them to a quick refult. 

To whom thus Belial in like gamefome mood. 620 
Leader, the terms we fcnt were terms of weight. 
Of hard contentS| and full of force urg'd home. 
Vol. U O SmcH 
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^uch as we might perceive amusM them all. 

And ftumbled many j who receives them rights 

Had need from head to foot well underftand} 6%j 

Not underftood, this gift they have befides. 

They (how us when our foes walk not upright. 

So they an)ong themfelves in pleafant vein 
Stood fcofHng, highten'd in their thoughts beyond 
All doubt of victory ; eternal might 6%9 

To match with their inventions they prefum^d 
So eafy^ and of his thunder made a fcorn. 
And all his hoft deridc4> while they ftood 
A while in trouble : but they ftood not long 5 
Rage prompted them at length, and found them arms 655 
Againft fuch hellifli naifchief fit to' oppofe. 
Forthwith (behold the excellence, the power. 
Which God hath in his mighty Angels placM) 
Their anus away they threw, and to the hills 
(For Earth hath this variety from Heaven 640 

Of pleafure fituate in hill and dale) 
Light as the lightning glimpfe they ran, they flew j 
From their foundations loofning to and fro 
They piuckM the feated hills with all their load. 
Rocks, waters, woods, and by the ihaggy tops 645 
Up -lifting bore them in their hands : Amaze, 
Be fure, and terror feisM the rebel hoft, 
When coming towards them fo dread they faw 
The bottom of the mountains upward tum'd ; 
Till on thofe curfed englns triple-row ^ 650 

They faw them whelm*d, and all their confidence 
Under the weight of mountains buried deep ; 

ThcmfclTCf 
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TfcenAdves jivrHM iic9^ iii4 on thair ImkU 

Maia pranonlocift fliiBgy which in die iir 

C|me fM^omUigt and oppref«*4 whole legioiM ermM j 

Thciv wnumr help'd their harm, crufli'd in and bruised 

Into their liibtoice |ient» which wrought them pain 

IinpVwahle, and manjr a doloroue groan» 

Long ftpogling underneath, ere they could wind 

<hit of Aich prit^n, though Spi*rits of pnreft light, 660 

PoBetatirft, now graft by finning grown. 

The reft in imitation to like arms 

Betook Aem, and the neighbVing hills nptore | 

80 hills amid the air encountered hills 

Qttrl*d to and fro with jaculation dire, 665 

That under ground they fought in difmal ihadej 

Infanal noife; war feemM a civil game 

To this uproar } horrid confufion heap'd 

Upon confufion rofe : and now all Heaven 

Had gone to wrack, with ruin overfpread | 670 

Had not th* almighty Father, where he fiu 

ShrinM in his (an6hiary of Heav'n fecure, 

Confulting on the fum of things, forefeen 

This tumult, and permitted all, advisM s 

That his great purpofe he might fo fulfil, 675 

To honor his anointed Son avengM 

Upon his enemies, and to declare 

All powV on him transferred : whence to his Son 

Th* afieflbr of his throne he thus began. 

Effulgence of my glory. Son belovM, 680 

Son in whofe fKe invifible is beheld 
Vifibly, what by deity I am, 

O a And 
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And in whofe hand what by decree I do. 
Second Omnipotence, two dajs are paft. 
Two days, as we compute the days of Heaven, 6t$ 
Since Michael and his Powers went forth to tame 
Thefe difobetlient : fore hath been their fight. 
As likelieft was, when two fuch foes met arm*d; 
For to diemfclves I left them, and thou know^ft, 
%£qual in their creation they were formM, 690 

Save what fin hath impaired, which yet hath wrought 
Infenfibly, for I fufpend their doom $ 
Whence in perpetual fight they needs muft laft 
£ndlefs, and no folution will be found : 
War wearied hath performed what war can do, 695 
And to'diforderM rage let loofe the reins. 
With mountains as with weapons armM, which makes 
Wild work in Heav'n, and dangeVous to the main. 
Two days are therefore pail, the third is thine j 
For thee I have ordainM it, and thus far 700 

Have fuffer'd, that the glory may be thine 
Of ending this great war, fince none but Thou 
Can end it. Into thee fuch virtue' and grace 
Immenfe I have transfus'd, that all may know 
In Heav'n and Hell thy powV above compare 5 705 
And this perverfe commotion governed thus. 
To manifcft thee worthieft to be Heir 
Of all things, to be Heir and to be Kitig 
By facted un6Uon, thy deferved right. 
Go then thou Mightieft in thy Father's might, 719 
Afcend my chariot, guide the rapid wheels 
.That ihake Hear'n's bafis^ bring forth all m^y war, 

My 
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My bofw and thunder, my almighty anns 
Gird otty and fword upon thy pui(&nt thigh ; 
Purfue thefe ions of darknef8> drive them out 7x5 
t'rom all Heav^h^s bounds into the utter deep: 
There let them learn, as likes them, to defpife 
God and Mefiiah his anointed king. 

He faid, and on his Son with rays dire6b 
Shone full; he all his Father full exprefs'd 710 

Ineffidl>ly into his face received ; 
And thus the filial Godhead anfw'ring (pake. 
O Father, O Supreme of hcav'nly Thrones, 
^irft, Higheft, Holieft, Beft, thou always fcek*ft 
To glorify thy Son, I always thee, 725 

As is moft juft I this I my glory* account. 
My exaltation, and my whole delight. 
That thou in me well pleas'd, declar'ft thy will 
Fulfiird, which to fulfil is all my bllfs. 
Scepter and pow'r, thy giving, I afTume, 7 30 

And gladlier ihall refign, when in the end 
Thou (halt be all in all, and I in thee 
For ever, and in me all whom thou lov'ft : 
But whom thou hat''ft, I hate, and can put on 
Thy terrors, as I put thy mildnefs on, 735 

Image of thee in all things ^ and (hall foon, 
Arm'd with thy might, rid Hcav'n of thefe rebeird. 
To their preparM ill manfion driven down. 
To chains of darknefs, and th* undying wonn. 
That from thy juft obedience could revolt, 7^9 

Whom to obey is happinefs entire. 
Then (hall thy Saints unmix'd, and from th' impure 
O 3 F^r 
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Far feparate, circling thy holy mount 

Unfeigned Halleluiaht to thee fing. 

Hymns of high praife, and I among them chief. 745 

So faid, he o'er his fcepter bortring, rofe 
From the right hand of glory >«^ere he fat j 
And the third facred mom began to fliine, [fbtind 
Dawning through Heav'n : forth rufh'd with whirlwind 
The chariot of paternal Deity, 750 

Flaihing thick flames, i^6el within wheel undrawn^ 
Itfelf inftinft with Spirit, but convoy'd 
By four Chenibic fliapcs ; four faces each 
Had wondrous ; as with ftars their bodies all 
And wings were fet with eyes, widi eyes the wheela 
Of beril, and carreering fires between $ 
Over their heads a cryftal HrmameUt, 
Whereon a iaphir throne, inlaid with pure 
Amber, and colors of the ibow'ry arch. 
He in celeilial panoply all arm*d 760 

Of radiant Urim, work divinely wrought, 
Afcended 5 at his right hand viftory 
Sat eagle-wmg'd ; befide him hung his bow 
And qui>rcr with three-bolted thunder ftor'di 
And from about him fierce eflFufion roil'd 765 

Of fmoke and bickering flame and prides dire : 
Attended with ten thoufand thoufand Saints, 
He onward came, far off his coming fhone ; 
And twenty thoufand (I their number heard) 
C&ariots of God, half on each hand were feen : 779 
He on the wings of Cherub rode fublime 
Oft tiie ery^lin fry, in fs^hir thron'd, . 

Illuftriouf 
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BlttftrioiHi lllr and wide, but by his own 

Firft feen } diem unexpected ]6y furprisM, 

When the great enfign of Meffiah blazM 775 

Aloft by Angels borne^ his fign in Heaven } 

Under whofe conduft Michftel foon reduced 

His armyi circumfiisM on either wing^ 

Under their Head imbodied all in one. 

Before him pow*r divine his way preparM | 7 So 

At his comiiiand th' uprooted hills retired 

Each to hit place j they heard his voice, and went 

Obiequious $ Heav*n his wonted face renewed. 

And tdtk ftefh flowerets hill and valley fmird. 

Tikis faw hit haplefs foes, but ftood obdur*d, 785 

And to rebellious fight rallied their Powert 

Infenfate» hope conceiving fxx>m defpair. 

In heay*nly Spirits could fuch perverfenefs dwell ? 

But to convince the proud what iigns avail. 

Or wonders move th* obdurate to relent ? 790 

They hardened more by what might moft reclame, 

Grieving to fee his glory, at the fight 

Took envy ; and afpiring to his highth. 

Stood reimbattel'd fierce, by force or fraud 

Weening to profper, and at length prevail 795 

Againft God and Meffiah, or to fall 

In univerfal ruin laft $ and now 

To final battel drew, difdaining flight. 

Or faint retreat ; when the great Son of God 

Ta all his hoft on either hand thus fpake. too 

Stand itill in bright array, ye Saints, here ftand 
Ye Angels arm'd, this day from battel reft } 

O 4 Faithful 
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Faithful hath been your warfai'e, and of God 

Accepted, fearlefs in his righteous caufe. 

And as yc have rcceiv'd, fo have ye done S05 

Invincibly 5 but of this curfcd crew 

The punifhment to other hand belongs j 

Vengeance is his> or whofe he fole appoints s 

Number to this day's work is not ordain'd 

Nor multitude; ftand only and behold Sxo 

God's indignation on thefe Godlefs pour'd 

By me 5 not you but me they have defpis'd. 

Yet envied 5 againft me is all their rage, 

Becaufe the Father, t' whom in Heav'n fupreme • 

Kingdom and pow'r and glory appertains, 115 

Hath honor'd me according to his will. 

Therefore to me their doom he hath affign'd ; 

That they may have their wifh, to try with me 

In battel which the ftronger proves, they all. 

Or I alone againft them, fince by fti*ength S20 

They meafure all, of other excellence 

Not emulous^ nor care who them excels ; 

Nor other ftrife with them do I vouchfafe. 

So fpakethe Son, and into terror chang'd 
His count'nance too fevere to be beheld, 815 

And full of wrath bent on his enemies. 
At once the Four fpread out their ftarry wings 
With dreadful fliade contiguous, and the orbs 
Of his fierce chariot rollM, as with the found 
Of torrent floods, or of a numerous hoft, 8 3» 

He on his impious foes right onward drove. 
Gloomy as night j under his burning wheels 

The 
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jToo flconK cmpynui ihooK tiifoiii^iidttty 

All but thethrcme itfelf of God. Full ibon 

Among them he anW^d, in his right hand S3 5 

Grafping ten tl^ouiand thunders, which he fent 

Before him, fuch as in their fouls infixed 

Plagues} they aftoniihM all refinance loft. 

All courage s down thdr idle weapons droptj -. 

0*cr fhiields and helms and hekned heads he rode S4# 

Of Tlirones and mighty Seraphim proftrate. 

That wilh'd the mountains now might be again 

Thrown on them as a (belter from his ire. 

Nor lefs on either fide tempeftuous fell 

HiM irrowsy from die fourfold-vifagM Four 84$ 

Diitind with eyes, and from the living wheels 

Diftinft alike with multitude of eyes $ 

One Spint in them ruPd, and every eye 

Glar'd lightning, and fhot forth pernicious fire 

Among th* accursM, that withered all their ftrength, 850 

And of their wonted vigor left them drainM, 

Exhaufted, fpiritlefs, affliaed, fallen. 

Yet half his ftrength he put not forth, but checked 

His diunder in mid voly; for he meant 

Not to deftroy, but root them out of Heaven : 855 

The overthrown he raisM, and as a herd 

Of goats or timorous flock together throng'd 

Drove them before him thundcr-ftruck, purfued 

With terrors and with furies to the bounds 

And cryfbl wall of Heaven, which opening wide, 860 

Roird inward, and a fpacious gap difclosM 

Into the yrafteful deep j the monftrous fight 

Struck 
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Struck them with horror backward, but far worfe 
UrgM them behind ; headlong themfelves they threw 
Down from the verge of Heav'n 5 eternal wrath S65 
Burnt after them to the bottomlefs pit. 

Hell heard th^ unfufFerable noife. Hell faw 
Heav*n ruining from Heaven, and would have fled 
Af&ight^ S but ftri£l fate had caft too deep 
Httr dark foundations, and too faft had bound. S76 
Nine days they fell } confounded Chaos roarM^ 
And fedt tenfold confiifion in their fall 
Through his wild anarchy, fo huge a rout 
Incumbered him with ruin : Hell at laft 
Yawning rcceiv'd them whole, and on them closM } 
Hell their fit habiution fraught with fire 
Unquenchable, the houfe of woe and pain. 
Difburden'd Heav'n rejoicM, and foon repair'd 
Her mvrtkl breach, returning whence it roH'd. 
Sole ti6h>r from th^ expulfion of his foes SS« 

Mefliah his triumphal chariot turnM : 
To meet him all. his Saints, who filent ftood 
Eye-witneffes of his almighty a£ls. 
With jubilee advanced ; and as they went. 
Shaded with branching palm, each order bright^ 8S5 
Sung triumph, and him fung viftorious King, 
Son, Heir, and Lord, to him dominion given> 
Worthicft to reign : he celebrated rode 
Triumphant through mid Heav'n, into the courts 
And temple of his mighty Father thron'd 8f o 

On high i who into glory hisn ret^ivM, 
Where now he iks iM the right hand of bliie. 

Thug 
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lusmeafuring things in Heaven by things on Earth, 
ly requefty and that thou may^ft beware 
hat is pafty to thee I have revealM 895 

t might have elfe to human race been hid } 
lifcord which befel, and war in Heaven 
ag th' Angelic Pow'rs, and the deep fell 
lofe too high afpiring, who rebelled 
Satan ; he who envies now thy ftate, ^09 

now is plotting how he may feduce 
alfo from obedience, that with him 
ivM of happinefs thou may^ft partake 
uniihment, eternal mifery 5 
h would be all his folace and revenge, 905 

defpite done againft the moft High, 
once to gain companion of his woe, 
iften not to his temptations, warn 
veakerj let it profit thee to' have heard 
rribic example the reward 910 

fobedience ; firm they might have ftood, 
;11 i remember, and fear to tranfgrefs. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

Raphael at the requeft of Adam relates how i^ ^here- 
tor» thit woi>ld was Mk created; that God, alWr the . 
expelling of Satan and his Angels out of Heaveni 
declared his pleafure to create another world and 
other creatures to dwell therein j fends his Son with 
glory and attendance of Aogels to perform the work 
of creation in fix days : the Angels celebrate with 
hymns the performance thereof^ and his reafceniiooi 
into Heaven. 
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DESCEND from Hcav^ny Unmia, by that name 
If riglidy thou art call*d, whofe voice divine 
Following^ above tk' Olympian hill I ibar» 
Above tiw flight of PegaJOSan wing. 
The meaaingy not the name I call i far thoU >: 

Nor of the Mofea nine, nor on the top 
Of old Olympna dwelPft, but heavenly bom, 
Before the hills I4>pear*d9 or fountain flowM^ 
Thou with eternal WiiHom didft converfe^ 
Wifdom thy iifter, and with her didft play to 

In prefence of th* almighty Father, pleased 
With thy celeftial fong. Up led by thee 
Into the Heav'n of Heav'ns I have prefumM^ 
An earthly gueft, and drawn empyreal air. 
Thy tempering; with like fafety guided down 15 

Return me to my native element : 
Left from thia flying fteed unrein'd, (as once 
Bellerophon, though from a lower clime) 
Difmounted, on th^ Aleian field I fall 
Erroneous there to wander and forlorn. 10 

Half yet remains unfong, but narrower bound 
Within the vifible diumal ^[»bers f 

Standing 
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Standing on earth, not rapt above the pole. 

More fafe I fing with mortal voice, unchanged 

To hoarfe or mute, though falPn on evil days^ £5 

On evil days though falPn, and evil tongues ; 

In darknefs, and with dangers compafsM round. 

And folitude j yet not alpne, while thou 

Vifit'ft my (lumbers nightly, or when mom 

Purples the eaft : ftill govern thou my fong, 30 

Urania, and fit audience find, though few. 

But drive far off the barbarous difTonanca 

Of Bacchus and his revelers, the race 

Of that wild rout that tore the Thraciah bard 

ri Rhodope, where woods and rocks had ears 35 

To rapture, till the favage clamor drowned 
Both harp and voice ; nor could the Mufe defend 

Her fort. So fail not thou, who thee implores : 

For thou ait heav'nly, ihe an empty dream. 

Say Goddefs, what enfued when Raphael, 40 

The affable Arch -Angel, had forewamM- * 

Adam by dire example to beware 

Apoftafy, by what befel in Heaven 

To thofe apoftates, left the like befal 

In Paradife to Adam or his race 

Charged not to touch the interdifted tree. 

If they tranfgrefs, and flight that fole command. 

So eafily obeyM amid the choice 

Of all taftes elfe to pleafe their appetite, 

Though wandering. He with his conforted Eve 50 

The flory heard attentive, and was filPd 

With admiration an4 deep mufe, to hear 

Of 
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Of things fi> high and ftnmge, things to their thought 

So nnimiginable at hate in Heaveny 

And war fb near the peace of God in blifs 55 

With fuoh confniion i but the evil foon 

Drir*n back redounded as a flood on thofe 

From whom it fpningy impoJfible to mix 

With bleflednefs. Whence Adam foon repealed 

The doubts that in his heart arofe : and now Cs 

X«ed on^ yet finlefs, with deiire to know 

What nearer might concern him, how this world 

Of Heaven and Earth confpicuous firft began. 

When, and whereof created, for what caufe, 

What within Eden or without was done 6 5 

Before his memory, as one whofe drouth 

Yet fcarcc allay'd Hill eyes the current ftream, 

Whofe liquid murmur heard new thirft excites. 

Proceeded thus to a(k his heav'nly gueft. 

Great things, and full of wonder in our ears, 70 
Far diflTering from this world, thou haft reveal'd. 
Divine interpreter, by favor fent 
Down from the empyrean to forewarn 
Us timely* of what might clfe have been our lofs. 
Unknown, which human knowledge could not reach : 
For which to th' infinitely Good we owe 
Immortal thanks, and his admoni(hment 
Receive with folcmn purpofc to obfcrve 
Immutably his fovran will, the end 
Of what we arc. But fmce thou haft vouchfaf 'd 80 
Gently for our inftruilion to impart 
Things above earthly thought, which yet concerned 

Vol. I. P Our 
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Our knowing, as to higheft wifdom feemM, 

Deign to defcend now lower, and relate 

What may no Icfs perhaps avail us knoWn, tj| 

How firft began this Heav'n which we behold 

Diftant fo high, with moving fires adorn'd 

Innumerable, and this which yields or fills 

All fpace, the ambient air wide interfused 

Embracing round this florid earth, what caufe 90 

MovM the Creator in his holy reft 

Through all eternity fo late to build 

In Chaos, and the work begun, how foon 

AbfolvM, if unforbid thou may'ft unfold 

What we not to explore the fecrets a(k ^5 

Of his eternal empire, but the more 

To magnify his works, the more we know. 

And the great light of day yet wants to run 

Much of his race though fteep ; fufpcnfe in Hearen, 

Held by thy voice, thy potent voice, he hears, xoo 

And longer will delay to hear thee tell 

His generation, and the rifmg birth 

Of Nature from the unapparent deep : 

Or if the ftar of evening and the moon 

Hafte to thy audience, night with her will bring 105 

. Silence, and fleep lift'ning to thee will watch, 
Or we can bid his abfence, till thy fong 
End, and difmifs thee ere the morning fhine. 
Thus Adam his illufh-lous gueft befought : 
And thus the Godlike Angel anfwer'd mild* xio 

This alfo thy requeft with caution aflc'd 

. Obtain : though to recount almighty works 

What 
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What words of tosgoc of Senph can fvScty 

Or hnrt of man Aiffict to corapfthendf 

Y^ what thou canft attain, whikh beft may fkrvt X15 

To glorify liie maker, and infer 

Thee alfo happier, ihall not be withheld 

Thy hearing, fuch commiilion from aboFC- 

I have received, to anfwer thy defire 

Of knowledge within bounds ; beyond abftaia xs<s 

To aik, nor let thine own invention hope 

Things not revealM, whkh th' invifible Kin^ 

Only onuifcient, hath fupprefsM in night. 

To none commtmicabie in Earth or Heaven 1 

Enough is left befides to iearch and know. 22^5 

But knowledge is as food, and needs no lefs 

Her temp^ranci over aj^ietlte, to know 

In meafure what the mind may well contain } 

OpprefTes elfe with furfeit, and foon turns 

Wifiiom to folly*, as nouriihment to wind. 2 30 

Know then, that after Lucifer from Heaven 
(So call him, brighter once amidft the hoft 
Of Angels, than that ftar the ftars among) 
Fell with his flaming legions through the deep 
Inio his place, and the great Son returned 135 

Vi6lorious with his Saints, th' omnipotent 
Eternal Father from his throne beheld 
Their multitude, and to his Son thus fpake. 

At Icaft our envious foe hath faiPd, who thought 
Ati like.him(elf rebellious, by whofe aid 14.0 

Tliis inacce(rible high ftrength, the feat 
Of deity fupreme, us difpoflcfs*d. 

Pa V\n 
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He tnifted to have feizM^ and into fraud 

Drew many, whom their place knows here no more ; 

Yet far the greater part have kept, I fee 145 

Their ftation, Heav'n yet populous retains 

Number fufBcient to poffefs her realms 

Though widt, and this high temple to frequent 

With miniftcries due and folema rites : 

But left his heart exalt liim in the harm 150 

Already done, to have difpeopled Heav'n, 

My damage fondly deemM, I can repair 

That detriment, if fuch it be to lofe 

Self-loft, and in a moment will create 

Another world, out of one man a race ' 155 

Of men innumerable, there to dwells 

Not here, till by degrees of merit raised 

They open to themfclves at length the way 

Up hither, under long obedience try'd. 

And Earth be changMto Heav'n, and Heaven to Eartl^ 

One kingdom, joy and union without end. 

Mean while inhabit lax, ye Pow'rs of Heaven* 

And thou my Word, begotten Son, by thee 

This I perform, fpeak thou, and be it done : 

My ovcrftiadowing Spi'rit and might with thee 165 

I fend along; ride forth, and bid the deep 

Within appointed bounds be Heav'^n and Earthy 

Boundlefs the deep» becaufe I am who fill 

Infinitude, nor vacuous the ^ce. 

Though I uncircumfcrtbM myfcif retire, J70 

And pTit not forth my goodnefs which is free 

To ad or not, neceiCty and chaace 

Approach 
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Approach not me^ and what I will is fate. 

So ipake th* Almighty, and to what he fpake 
2Iit Wordy the filial Godhead, gave efFe61:. 175 

Immediate are the a£ls of God, more fwift 
Than time or motion, but to human ears 
Cannot without procefs of fpeedi be told^ 
So told as earthly notion can receive. 
.•Great triumph and rejoicing was in Heaven, x8o 

When fuch was heard declared th* Almighty *s will } 
Glory they Amg to the moft High, good-will 
To future men, and in their dwellings peace 2 
Glory to him, whofe juft avenging ire 
Had driven out di* ungodly from his fight 185 

And th* habitations of the juft$ to him 
Glory and praiie, whofis wifdom had ordained 
Good out of evil to create, inftead 
Of Spi'nts malign a better race to bring 
Into their vacant room, and thence diffufe 199 

His good to worlds and ages infinite. 

So fang the Hierarchies : Mean while the Son 
On his great expedition now appearM^ 
Girt with omnipotence, with radiance crown*d 
Of majcfly divine 5 fapicnce and love 19s 

Immenfe, and all his Father in him ihone. 
About his chariot numberlefs were pourM 
Cherub an(l Seraph, Potentates and ThroneS| 
And Virtues, winged Spi'rits, and chariots wing'd 
From.th' armoury of God, where ftand of old 200 
Myriads between two brazen mountains lodgM 
Agaiiift a foienm day, hamefs'd at hand, 
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Celeflial equipage ; and now came forth 

Spontaneous, for within them Spirit \Wd, 

Attendant on their Lord: Heav'n openM wide %^$ 

Her ever during gates, harmonious found 

On golden hinges moving, to let forth 

The King df Glory in his pow'rftil Word 

And Spirit coming to create new worlds. 

On heav'niy ground they ftood, and from the (hore «xb 

They view'd the vaft immeafurable abyfs 

Outrageous as a fea, dark, wafteful, wild, 

Up from the bottom tumM by furious winds 

And furging waves, as mountains, to affault 

Heav'n's highth, and with the center mix the pole. 

Silence, ye troubled waves, and thou deep, peace. 
Said then th' omni£c Word, your difcord end : 
Nor ftay'd, but on the wings of Cherubim 
Vplifted, io paternal glory rode 
Far into Chaos, and th^ world unboni j a*^ 

For Chaos heard his voice : him all his traia 
Follow'd in bright proceffion to behold 
Creation, and the wonders of his might. 
Then ftay'd the fervid wheels, and in his hand 
He took the golden compafTes, prepared 2^5 

In God's eternal ftorc, to circumfcribe 
This univerfe, and all created things : 
One foot he centered, and the other tum'd 
Jlound through the vaft profundity obfcure, 
And faid, Thus far extend, thus far thy bounds, 930 
This be thy juft circumference, O world. 
Thui God the Hcav'n created, thus the Earth, 

Matter 
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Mttter lufbrniM and void s Darknefs profound 
CovcrM th* abyft i but on the watry calm 
His brooding wings the Spirit of God outfpread, 235 
And vital virtue* infused, and vital warmth 
Throughput the fluid mafs, but downward p\irg*d 
The black tartareous cold infernal dregs 
Adverfe to life : then founded, then conglob*d 
d^ike things to like, the rell to feveral place a4J0 

Difparted, and between fpun out the air. 
And Earth icif-balanc*d on her center hung. 

Let there be light, faid God, and forthwith light 
Ethereal, firft of things, quinte/Tence pure 
:6|>rung from the deep, and from her native eaft 245 
To loumey through the aery gloom began. 
Sphered in a radiant cloud, for yet the fun 
Was not ; (he in a cloudy tabernacle 
Sujourn*d the wliile. Gud law the light was good ; 
•And light from darknefs by the hemifphcre a s^ 

Divided t light the day, and daikncfs night 
He namM. Thus was the firft day ev'n and mom » 
Nor paft uncelebrated, nor unfung 
By the ccleftial quires, when orient light 
£xhaling firft from darknefs they beheld $ 2 s S 

Birth -day of Hcav*n and Earth ; with joy and (hout 
The hollow univerfal orb they fiU'd, 
And touchM their golden harps, and hymning prai^M 
God and his works. Creator him they fung, 
Both when firft evening was, and when firit mom. »6o 

Again, God faid, let there be firmament 
Amid the waters» and let it divide 
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The waters from the waters : and God made 

The Hrmamenty cxpanfe of liquid, pure, 

Tranfparenty elemental air, diffusa 265 

In circuit to the uttermofl convex 

Of this great round : |>artition firm and fure. 

The waters underneath from thofe above 

Dividing : for as earth, fo he the world 

Built on circumfluous waters calm, in wide %jo 

Cfaryftallin oceaii, and the loud mifrule 

Of Chaos far removed, left fiei-ce extremes 

Contiguous might diftemper the whole frame : 

And Heaven he namM the firmament : So even 

And morning chorus fung the fecond day. 275 

The earth was formed, but in the womb at yet 
Of waters, cmbryon immature involvM, 
Appeared not : over all the face of earth 
Main ocean flow'd, not idle, but with warm 
Prolific humor foft'ning all her globe, sSo 

Fermented the great mother to conceive. 
Satiate with genial moifture, when God faid. 
Be gathered now ye waters under Heaven 
Into one place, and let dry land appear. 
Immediately the mountains huge appear 285 

Emergent, and their broad bare backs upheave 
Into the clouds, their tops afcend the iky : 
So high as heavM the tumid hills, fo low 
Down funk a hollow bottom broad and deep. 
Capacious bed of waters : thither they tp^ 

Hafted with glad precipitance, uprolPd 
As drops on duii cgoglobing from the dry ; 

Part 
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Part rife in cryftal wall, or ridge dirtSi, 

Ftn- hi&s ; fuch flight the great command imprefs^d 

On the fwift floods t as armies at the call 195 

Of trumpet (for of armies thou haft heard) 

Troop to their ftandard, fo the watry throng, 

Wave rolling after- wave, where way they found. 

If fteep, with torrent rapture, if through plain, 

Soft-ebbing; nor withftood them rock or hill, 300 

But they, or under ground, or circuit wide 

With ferpent error wand'ring, found their way. 

And on the wafliy oofe deep channels wore $ 

Eafy, ere God had bid the ground be dry. 

All but within thofe banks, where rivers now 305 

Stream, and perpetual draw their humid train. 

The dry land, earth, and the great receptacle 

Of congregated waters he callM feas : 

And faw that it was good, and faid, Let th* earth 

Put forth the verdant grafs, herb yielding feed, 31O 

And fruit-tree yielding fruit after her kind, 

Whofe feed is in herfelf upon the earth. 

He icarce had faid, when the bare earth, till then 

Defert and bare, undghtly, unadornM, 

Brought forth the tender grafs, whofe verdure clad 315 

Her univerfal face with pleafant green. 

Then herbs of every leaf, that fudden flow'r'd 

Opening their various colors, and made gay 

Her bofom fmelling fweet : and thefe fcarce blown. 

Faith florifh'd thick the cluftring vine, forth crept 310 

The fmelling gourd, up ftood the corny reed 

Imbatterd in her field, and th' humble fliixib. 

And 
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And bufh with firizkd hair implicit : lad 
Kofe a& in dance the fta£ely trees, and fpread 
Their branches bung with ccpious fruit, or gemmM 
Their blofibms : with high woods the hills were ciown*dy 
With tufts the ralley*, and each fountain tide. 
With borders long the rivers : that earth now 
Scem'd like to Heav'n, a (eat where Gods might dwell, 
/Or wander with delight, and love to ^aunt 339 

Her facred ihades : though God had yet not rain'd 
Upon tbe earth, and man to till the ground 
None was, but from the earth a dewy mi ft 
Went up and waterM all the ground, and each 
^Unt of the field, which ere it was in th' eaith 335 
God made, and every herb, before it grew 
On the green ftem $ God faw that it was good : 
So cv*n and morn recorded the third day. 

Agoitt th* Almighty fpake. Let there be lights 
High in th^ expan(b of Heaven, to divide 340 

The day from ntght j and let them be for figns. 
For rcafons, and for days, and circling years. 
And let tlusm be for lights as I ordain 
Their office in the (innament of Heaven 
To itive light o« the earth \ and it was fo. 345 

And (»<h) made two great lights, gi^at for their u& 
To Mafi« the grcttter to have rule by day, 
Thf let V by niftht aliem \ and made tl\e (huns. 
And ^t tk«m in tilt finnameM of Heav» 
^tV' lUnmNiaM the eaith» and mk the day 35* 

In th^ir i>faiiit w te» and rale the night, 
▲nd light Aram tetoc&t»4Andc« OWiaw, 

Surrejing 
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Surveyiag his great work, that it was good s 

JFor of celeftial bodies firft the fun 

A mighty fphere he framM, imlightfome firft, 355 

Though of ethereal mold : then form'd the moon 

Globofe, and every magnitude of ftars. 

And fow'd with ftars the Heav'n thick as a field a 

Of light by far the greater part he took, 

. Tranfplanted from her cloudy ihrine, and placM 369 
In the fun's orb, made porous to receive 
And drink the liquid light, firm to retain 
Her gathered beams, great palace now of Iigfat« 
Hither as to their fountain other ftars 
^pairingi ia their golden urns draw light, 365 

And hence the morning planet gilds her horns | 
By tiii£hire or reflexion they augment 
Their fmall peculiar, though from human fight 
So far remote, with diminution feen. 

- Firll in his eail the glorious lamp was feen, 370 

Regent of day, and all th' horizon round 
Invefted with bright rays, jocond to run 
His longitude through Heay*n's high road ; the gray 
Dawn, and the Pleiades before him danc'd 
Shedding fweet influence: lefs bright the moon 375 
But oppofit in levePd weft was fet 
His mirror, with full face borrowing her light 
From him, for other light (he needed none 
In that afp^a, and ftill that di(hmce keeps 
Till night, then in the eaft her turn (he fliines, jto 
Revel v'd on Heav'n's great axle, and her reign 
With thoufand lofier lights dividual holds, 

Wi4 
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With thcufand dioufand ftars, that then appeared 
Spangling the h?niifphere : then firft adomM 
With their bright luminaries that fet and rofc, 385 
Glad evening and glad mom cTuwn''d the fourth day. 

And God faid. Let the waters generate 
Keptil with fpawn abundant, living foul : 
And let fowl fly above the earth, with wings 
DirplayM on the' open firmament of Heaven. 39# 
And God created the great whales, and each 
Soul living, each that crept, which plenteoufly 
The waters generated by their kinds. 
And every bird of wing after his kind 5 
And faw that it was good, and blefsM them, fayingi 
Be fruitful, multiply, and in the feas 
And lakes and running ftreams the waters fill ; 
And let the fowl be multiply'd, on th' earth. 
Forthwith the founds and feas, each creek and bay 

» With fry innumerable fwarm, and ihoals 40* 

Of fiih that with their fins and fhining fcales 
Glide under the green wave, in fcuUs that oft 
Bank the mid fea : part fmgle or with mate 
Graxe the fea weed their paflure, and through grovei 
Of coral (b'ay, or fporting with quick glance 405 
Show to the fun their wavM coats dropt with gold. 
Or in their pearly (hells at eafe, attend 
Muiit nutriment, or under rocks tlieir food 
In jointeti armour watch 1 on fmooth the feal, 

^ And btnded dolphins play t part huge of bulk 410 
Wallowing unwieldy^ enormous in their gate 
Tempcft theocctii) there leviathan^ 

Hugcfl 
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Hugeft of living creatui-esy on the deep 

Stretched like a promontory fleeps or fwims 

And feemt a moving land, and at his gills 41 5 

Draws in» and at his trunk fpouts out a fea. 

Mean while the tepid caves, and fens and fhores 

Their brood as numerous hatch, from th* egg that foon' 

Burfting with kindly rupture forth difclos'd 

Their callow young, but feather'd foon and fledge 42 or 

They fummM their pens, and foaring th* air fublime 

With clang defpis'd the ground, under a cloud 

In prDfpe£k$ there the eagle and the dork 

On cliffs and cedar tops their eyries build : 

Part loofly wing the region, part more wife 425 

In common, rang'd in figure wedge their way. 

Intelligent of feafons, and fet forth 

Their aery caravan high over feas 

Flying, and over lands with mutual wing 

Eafing their flight 5 fo fteers the pmdent crane 430 

Her annual voyage, borne on winds ; the air 

Flotcs, as they pafs, fann'd with unnumberM plumes : 

From branch to branch the fmaller birds with fong 

SolacM the woods, and fpread their painted wings 

Till ev'n, nor then the folemn nightingale 435 

Ccas'd warbling, but all night tun'd her foft lays ; 

Others on filver lakes and rivers bathM 

Their downy breaft ; the fwan with arched neck 

Between her white wings mantling proudly, rows 

Her ftate with oary feet ; yet oft they quit 440 

The dank, and riling on ftifF pennons, tower 

The xmd aercal iky : Others on rround 

Walk^d 
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Walked firm $ the crefted cock whofe clarion founds 
The filent hours, and th' other whofe gay train 
Adorns him, colorM with the florid hue ^j^f. 

Of rainbows and ftarry* eyes* The waters thus 
With fifti replenifli'd, and the air with fowl. 
Evening and mom folemnizM the fifth day. 

The fixth, and of creation lafl arofe 
With evening harpfr and matin, when God faid, 4.5# 
Let th** earth bring forth foul living in her kind. 
Cattle and creeping things, and beaft of th* earthy 
Each in their kind. The earth obeyM, and fbrait 
Opening her fertil womb teemM at a birth 
Innumerous living creatures, perfe^ forms, 45 j 

LimbM and full grown : out of the ground up rofe 
As from his lair the wild beafl whei*e he wons 
In forefl wild, in thicket, brake, or den ; 
Among the trees in pairs they rofe, they walked: 
The cattel in the fields and meadows green : 46^ 

Thofe rare and folitary, thefe in flocks 
Pafturing at once, and in broad herds upfprung. 
The grafly clods now calv'd, now half appeared 
The tawny lion, pawing to get free 
His hinder parts, then fprings as broke from bonds^ 
And rampant (hakes his brinded mane ; the ounce. 
The libbard, and the tiger, a* the mole 
Riimg, the ci*umbled earth above them threw 
In hillocs : the fwift flag from under ground 
Bore up his branching head t fcarce from his mold 47a 
Behemoth biggefl bom of earth upheavM 
His vailneis : flscc'd the 4ocki and Ueadng rofe. 

At 
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At pliAtt t ambiguout between Tea and land 
The river horfe and fcaly crocodile. 
At once came forth whatever creeps the ground, 475 
Infe^k or worm : thofe wavM their limber fant 
For wings, tad fmalleft lineaments eza£l 
In all the liveries deckM of fummer^s pride 
With fpots of gold and purple*, azure and green i 
'lliefb as a line their long dimeniion drew, 4S0 

Streaking the ground with finuous trace; not all 
Minims of nature $ fome of iei-pent Icind, 
Wondrous in length and corpulence, involv*d 
Their fnaky folds, and added wings. Firft crept 
Tlie pariimonious emmet, provident 485 

Of future, in fmall room large heart inclosM, 
Pattern of juft equality perhaps 
Hereafter, joinM in her popular tribes 
Of commonalty : fwarming next appeared 
The female bee, that feeds her hufband drone 490 
Delicioufly, and builds her waxen cells 
With honey ftorM : the reft are numberlefs, 
And thou their natures know*ft, and gave them names, 
Needlefa to thee repeated $ nor unknown 
The ferpent fubtleft beaft of all the field, 495 

Of huge extent fometimes, with brazen eyes 
And hairy mane terrific, though to thee 
Not noxious, but obedient at thy call. 

Now Heaven in all her glory (hone, and roird 
Her motions, as the great firft Mover*s hand 50* 

Firft wheeled their courfe $ earth in her rich attire 
Confummatc lovely fmil*d j air, water, earth, 

By 
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By fowl, E{hf hezA, was flown, was fwum, was walkM 

Frequent ; and of the fixth day yet remainM j 

There wanted yet the mailer work, the end 505 

Of all yet done ; a creature who not prone 

And brute as other creatures, but indued 

With fanftity of reafon, might creel 

His ftature, and upright with front ferene 

Govern the reft, felf- knowing, and from thence 510 

Magnanimous to correfpond with Heaven, 

But grateful to acknowledge whence his good 

Defcends, thither with heart and voice and eyes 

Directed in devotion, to adore 

And worfliip God fupreme, who made him chief 515 

Of all his works : therefore th' Omnipotent 

Eternal Father (for where is not he 

Prefent?) thus to his Son audibly fpake. 

Let us make now Man in our image, Man 
In our fimilitude, and let them rule 510 

Over the fifh and fowl of fea and air, 
Bcail of the Held, and over all the eaith. 
And every creeping thing that creeps the ground. 
This faid, he foimM thee, Adam, thee, O Man, 
Dul^ of the ground, and in thy noilrlls brcath'd 525 
The breath of life ; in his own image he 
Ci-cated thee, in the image of God 
Exprcfs, and thou becam'll a iivinij fouL 
Male he created thee, but thy contort 
Fc"i;de for racc$ then blefsM mankind, and faid, 530 
Be fruitful, multiply, !»nd the earth, 
Subdue it> and throughout <lominioa hold 

0¥er 
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Over fiik of dw iea» and fowlof th' air. 
And cTCfy living thing that moves on th* earth. 
Wherever thus created, for no place 535 

Is yet diftitod hy name, thence, as thou fcnow'ft, 
Ke bnraght diee into this delicious grove, 
This garden, planted with the trees of God, 
Delectable both to behold and tafte $ 
And freely all their pleaiknt fruit for food 54.0 

Gave thee J aU forts are here that all th^ earth yields 
Variety without end) but of the tree. 
Which tafted works knowledge of good and evil. 
Hum may^ft not $ in the day thou eat'ft, thou dy'fl ; 
|)cath is the penalty imposed, beware, 545 

And govern well thy appetite, left Sin 
Smpriie thee, and her black attendent Death. 
Here (iniihM he, and all that he had made 
ViewM, and behold all was entirely good ; 
So ev*n and mom accomplifh'd the fixth day : 550 

Yet not till the Creator from his work 
Defifting, though unwearied, up returned. 
Up to the Heav'n of Heav'ns his high abode, 
Thence to behold this new created world 
Tb* addition of his empire, how it lhow*d 555 

In profpefl from his throne, how good, how fuir, 
Anfwering his great idea. Up he rode 
FolIowM with acclamation and the found 
Symphonious of ten thoufand harps that tun'd 
Angelic harmonies : the earth, the air 560 

Refounded, (thou remember'ft, for thou heardft) 
The Heavens and all the confteliatioos rung, 
. Vol. I. Q^ The 
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The planets in their ilaiion lift'ning ftood» 

While the bright pomp afcended jubilant. 

Open, ye everlafting gates, they fung, 5^^ 

Open, ye Heav'ns, your living doors; let in 

The great Creator from his work retum'd 

Magnificent, his fix days work, n world; 

Open, and henceforth oft ; for God will deign 

To vifit oft the dwellings of juft men 570 

Delighted, and with frequent intercourie 

Thither will fend his winged meflengers 

On eiTands of fupemal grace. So fung 

The glorious train afcending : He through Heaven^ 

That open'd wide her blazing portals, led, ^^^ 

To God^s eternal houfe dire£l the way, 

A broad and ample road, whofe duft is gold 

And pavement ftars, as ftars to thee appear. 

Seen in the galaxy, that milky way. 

Which nightly as a circling zone thou feeft 580 

PowderM with ftars. And now on earth the feventh 

Evening arofe in Eden, for the fun 

Was fet, and twilight from the eaft came on. 

Forerunning night ; when at the holy mount 

Of Heav'n's high feated top, th' imperial throne 585 

Of Godhead, fix'd for ever firm and fure. 

The filial Pow'r arrived, and fat him down 

With his great Father, for he alfo went 

!(nvifible, yet ftay'd, (fuch privilege 

Hath Omntprefence) and the work ordainM, 590 

Author and end of all things, and from work 

Now reiUng, blefs'd and hallow'd the fev'nth day. 

As 
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As rafting on thit day from all hit work» 

But not in iilence holy kept; the harp 

Had work and refted not, the folemn pipe, 595 

And dulcimer, all *6rgant of fweet ftop. 

All founds on fret by firing or golden wire 

TempcrM foft tunings, intermixed with voice 

Choral or unifon t of incenfe clouds 

Fuming from golden cenfers hid the mount, 600 

Creation and the fix days a£ls they fung. 

Great are thy works, Jehovah, infinite 

Thy pow*r $ what thought can meafure thee, or tongue 

Relate thee ? greater now in thy return 

Than from the giant Angels \ thee that day 605 

Thy thupders magnify*d \ but to create 

Is greater than created to deftroy. 

Who can impair thee, mighty King, or bound 

Thy empire ? eaiily the proud attempt 

Of Spi*rits apoftate and their counfels vain 6x9 

Thou haft rcpell'd, while impioufly they thought 

Thee to diminiAi, and fi-om thee withdraw 

The number of thy worftiipcrs. Who feeks 

To leffen thee, againft his purpofe ferves 

To manifcft tlie more thy might : his evil 615 

Thou ufeft, and from thence creat'ft more good. 

Witnefs this new-made world, another Heaven 

From Heaven gate not far, founded in view 

On the clear hyaline, the glafly fea ; 

Of amplitude almoft immenfe, with ftars 620 

Numerous, and every ftar perhaps a world 

Of deftinM habitation j but thou know'ft 

Q^a TVt\T 
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Their feafons : among thefe the feat of Men, ^ 
Earth with her nether ocean circumfus'd, 
Their pleafapt dwelling-place. Thrice happy Men» 
And fens of Men, whom God hath thus advancMy 
Created in his image, there to dwell 
And worftiip him, and in reward to rule 
Over his works, on earth, in fea, or. air. 
And multiply a race of worfhipcrs 63* 

Holy and juft : thrice happy if they know 
Their happinefs, and perfevere upright. 
. So fung they, and the empyrean rung 
With halleluiahs : Thus wals iabbath kept. 
And thy requeft think now fulfiU'd, that aflc'd 635 
How fir ft this world and face of things began. 
And what before thy memory was done 
From the beginning, that pofterity 
Informed by thee might, know ; if elfe thou feek^ft 
Ought, not furpailing human meafure, iey. €40* 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

Adam inquires concerning celeftial motions^ is doubt* 
fully anfwer'd, and exhorted to fearch rather things 
moi-e worthy of knowledge : Adam aflents } and» 
ftill deiirous to detain Raphael^ relates to him what 
he rememberM fince his own creation, his placing 
in Paradife, his talk with God concerning folitude 
and fit fociety, his firft meeting and nuptials with 
Eve, his difcourfe with the Angel thereupon j who 
after adnionitions repeated departs. 
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BOOK VIII. 

THE Angel ended, and in Adam*s ear 
So charming left his voice, diat he a while 
Thought lum ftill fpealdng, ftill ftood fix*d to hear ; 
Then at nei^ wakM dins gratefiilly replyM. 

What thanks fufficient, or what recompenfe 5 

Equal have I to render thee, divine 
Hiftorian, who thus largely haft allayM 
The thirft I had of knowledge, and vouchfaf M 
This ^endly condefcenfion to relate 
Things elfe by me unfearchable, now heaid to 

With wonder, but delight,= and, as is due. 
With glory attributed to the high 
Creator ? fomething yet of doubt remains. 
Which only thy folution can refolve. 
When I behold this goodly frame, this world 15 

Of Heaven and Earth confifting, and compute 
Their magnitudes, this earth, a fpot, a grain. 
An atom, with the firmament comparM 
And all her numbcrM ftars, ^t feem to roll 
Spaces incomprehentible (for fuch ao 

Their diftance argues and their fwift return 
Piumal) merely to officiate light 

<^4 Rouxvd 
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Round this opacous earth, this punctual fpot, 

One day and night, in all their vaft furvey 

Ufelefs bcfides; reafoning I oft admire^ ^ . .25 

How -nature wife and fnigal could commit -' ■ - 

Such difproportions, with fuperfluous hand 

So many nobler bodies to create^ 

Greater fo nuinifold to this one ufe^ 

For ought appears, and on tlieir orbs impofe 30 

Such reftlefs revolution day by day 

Repeated) whUe the fedentary earth, 

That better might with far lefs compafs move^ 

ScrvM by moi-e noble than herfelf, attains 

Jier end without leaft motion, and receives, 35 

Xs tribute, fuch a fumlefs journey brought 

Of incorporeal fpeed, her warmth and light j 

Speed, to defcribe whofe fwiftnefs number fails. 

So fpake our fire, and by his countenance feem^d 
E.ntring on ftudious thoughts abftinife, which Eve 40 
Perceiving where fhe fat retired in fight. 
With lowlinefs majeftic from her feat, 
And grace that won who faw to wifli her ftay, 
Rofe, and went forth among her fruits and flowers. 
To vifit how they profper'd, bud and bloom, 45 

Her nurferyj they at her coming fpning, 
And touch'd by her fair tendence gladlier grew. 
Yet went fhe not, as not with fuch difcourfe 
Delighted, or not capable her ear 
Of what was high : fudpypifure flie rcfcrv'd, 50 

*Adam relating, fhe fole auditrefs : 
Her hufband the relator (lie preferred 

Before 
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Before the Angel, and of him to ufk 

Chofe rather; he, (he knew, would intermix 

Gntefui digreflioniy and folve high difpute 55 

With conpigal carefles ; from hit lip 

Not words alone pleasM her. O jwrhen meet now 

Such pairs, in love and mutual honor join*d ? 

With Goddefs-like demeanour forth ihe went. 

Not unattended, for on her as queen 60 

A pomp of winning graces waited ftill. 

And from about her (hot darts of defire 

Into all eyes to wilh her ftill in fight. 

And Raphael now to Adam's doubt proposed 

benevolent and facil thus reply'd. 65 

To a(k or iearch I blame thee not, JFor Heaven 
Is as the book of God before thee fet. 
Wherein to read his wondrous works, and learn 
His fcafons, hours, or days, or months, or years : 
This to attain, whether Heav'n move or Eaith, . 7# 
Imports not, if thou reckon right ; the reft 
From Man or Angel the great Architeft 
Did wifely to conceal, and not divulge 
His fecrets to be icann'd by them who ought 
Rather admire j or, if they lift to try 75 

Cdnjcfture, he his fabric of the Heavens 
Hath left to their difputes, perhaps to move 
His laughter at their quaint opinions wide 
Hereafter, when they come to model Heaven 
And calculate the ftars, how they will wield 80 

The mighty frame, how build, unbuild, contrive 
To favc appearances, how gird the fphere 

With 



i 



«14 PARADISE LOST. Bookvni. 

"Widi centric and eccentric icribled o^er, 

Cvcle and epicycle, orb in curb : 

Already by diy reafimii^ tbis I gnefs, t$ 

Who art to lead thy offspringy and fuppoleft 

That bodies bright and greater Ihould not ierve 

The lefs not bright, nor HeaT^ fuch j omn e ys ruBf 

Earth fitting ftill, when the alone recdves 

The benefit: confiderfirft, that great 90 

Or bright infers not excellence: the eardi 

Though, in compariibn of Heav*n, fo finally 

Nor gUft^ring, may of ibiid good contain 

More plenty dian the fun that barren fliines, 

Vfhofe Yirtue on itfdf works no effect, 95 

But in the fruitful eardi; there firft receivM 

His beams, unaftive el(e, their vigor find. 

Yet not to eardi are diofe bright luminaries 

Officious, but to thee earth*s habitant. 

And for the Hcav'n*$ wide circuit, let it fpeak 100 

The Maker*s high magnificence, who built 

So fpacious, and his line ftretchM out fo far ; 

That Man may know he dwells not in his own $ 

An edifice too large for him to fill, 

LodgM in a fmall partition, and the reft 105 

OrdainM for ufes to his Lord beft known* 

The fwiftnefs of thofe circles attribute. 

Though numberlefs, to his omnipotence. 

That to corporeal fubftances could add 

Speed almoft fpiritual; me thou think*ft not flow, ito 

Who fince the morning hour fet out from Heaven 

Where God refides, and ere mid-day arrivM 

In 
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In Eden, diftaifee ampieflible 

B]r numbert that haine name. But thii I xa^ . 

Admitting motion in the Heav*n«» to fliow xx^ 

Anmlkl tlttt wlndl Umib to doubt it movM ( 

Not that I fo affiivli tlioiigh fo it Teem 

To thee who haft thy dwellhig here on earth. 

God to remove his wayv from human fenft, 

9Jac*d Heav*n from Earth fo hr, that earthty fight^ 

If it prefume, might eir in diinge too high. 

And no ad^tige gain. What if the fun 

Be center to die worid^ and other ftart 

By his attrafiint vhtue and their own 

Incited^ dance about him ^arioui rounds } 125 

Their wandering courft now high, now Iow» Aen nid, 

Pkogrefiive» retrograde^ or ftanding ftill. 

In fix tiiou (etfkf and what if fev'nth to diefe 

The planet earth, fo ftedfaft though (he feem, 

Inienfibly three different motions move ? 139 

MThich elfe to feveral fpheres thou muft afcribcy 

Mor'd contrary with thwart obliquities. 

Or fave the (un^his labor, and that fwift 

Ko6himal and diurnal rhomb fuppos'd, 

InTifible elfe above all ftars, the wheel 135 

Of day and night $ which needs not thy belief. 

If earth indnftrious of herfelf fetch day 

Trayeliog eaft, and with her part averfe 

From the fun^s beam meet night, her other part 

Still luminous by his ray. What if that light x4j9 

Sent from her through tbe wide tranfpicuous air. 

To the tcrrefirial moon be as a ftar 

Inlightning 
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Inlightning her by day, as (he by ni^t 

This earth ? reciprocal, if land be there» 

f i^ds and inhabitants : Her fpots thou feeft 145 

As clouds, and clouds may rain^ and rain produce- 

Fruits in her foften^d foil, for fome to eat 

Allotted there ; and other funs perhaps 

With their attendent moons thou wilt defcry 

Communicating male and female light, 150 

Which two great fexes animate the world, 

Stor'd in each orb perhaps with fome that live. 

For fuch vaft room in nature unpoffefs'^d 

By living foul, defert and defolate, 

iOnly to (hine, yet fcarce to contribute 155 

£ach orb a glimpfe of light, convey'd fo far 

Down to this habitable, which returns 

Light back to them, is obvious to dlfpute. 

But whether thus thefe things, or whether not, 

\Vhether the fun predominant in Heaven 160 

Rife on ihe earth, or earth rife on the fun. 

He from the eafl his flaming road begin. 

Or /he from weft her filent courfe advance 

With inofFenfive pace that fpinning fleeps 

jpn her foft axle, while fhe paces even, 165 

And bears thee foft with the fmooth air along. 

Solicit not thy thoughts with matters hid. 

Leave them to God above, him ferve and fear j 

Of otlier creatures, as him pleafes beft, 

^herever plac'd, let him difpofe : joy thou 170 

In what he gives to thee, this Paradife 

And thy fair Eve ; Heav'n is for thee too high 

Te 
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To know what paflet there ; be lowly wife : 
Think only what concerns thee and thy being ; 
Pi^am not of other worlds, what creatures there 175. 
Live, in what ftate, condition or degree, 
Contented that thus far hath been reveal 'd 
Not of Earth only but of higheft Heaven. 

To whom thus Adam, clear'd of doubt, replyM. 
Jfo^ fully )iaft thou fatisfyM me, pure igo 

Intelligence of Heaven, Angel fercne. 
And, freed from intricacies, taught to live 
The eaiieft way, nor with perplexing thoughts 
To interrupt the fwcct of life, from which 
God hath bid dwell far off all anxious cares, 285 

And not moleft us, unlefs we ourfelves 
Seek them with wandering thoughts, and notions vain. 
But apt the mind or fancy is to rove 
UncheckM, and of her roving is no end } 
TiH wamM, or by experience taught, (he learn, 19^ 
That not to know at large of things remote 
From ufc, obfcure and fubtle, but to know 
Thtt which before us lies in daily life. 
Is the prime wifdom 5 what is more, is fume. 
Or emptinefs, or fond impertinence, 1^5 

And renders us in things that moft concern 
UnpraflisM, unprepared, and ftill to feek. 
Therefore from this high pitch let us defcend 
A lower flight, and fpeak of things at hand 
Uftful, whence haply mention may arife 200 

Of fomething not unfeafonabie to aik 
JBy fufferance, and thy wonted favor deign'd. 

Thct 
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Thee I have heard relating what was done 

Ere my remembrance : now hear me relate 

My ftory, which perhaps thou haft not heard ; 205 

And day is not yet fpent ; till then thou feeft 

How fubtly to detain thee I devife. 

Inviting thee to hear while I relate. 

Fond, were it not in hope of thy reply s 

For while I fit with thee, I feem in Heaven^ sio 

And Tweeter thy difcourfe is to my ear 

Than fruits of palm-tree pleafanteft to thirft 

And hunger both, from labor, at the hour 

Of fweet repaft j they fatiate, and foon fill 

Though pleafant, but thy words with grace divine 

Imbued, bring to their fweetncfs no fatiety. 

To whom thus Raphael anfwerM heavenly meek. 
Kor are thy lips ungraceful. Sire of men, 
Nor tongue ineloquent ; for God on thee 
Abundantly his gifts hath alfo pourM %%o 

Inward and outward both, his image fair x 
Speaking or mute all comelinefs and grace 
Attends thee, and each word, each motion forms } 
Nor lefs think we in Heav'n of thee on Earth 
Than of our fellow-fervant, and inquire 325 

Gladly into the ways of God with Man : 
For God we fee hath honored thee, and fet 
On Man his equal love : fay therefore on | 
For I that day was abfent, as befel, 
Botmd on a voyage uncouth and obfcure, 939 

Far on excurfion tow'ard the gates of Hell j 
SquarM in full legion (fuch command we had) 

To 
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To fee that none thence iflued forth a fpy^ 

Or enemy, while God was in his work, 

Left he incens'd at fuch eruption bold, 935 

Deftruftion with creation might have mixM, 

Not that they durft without his leave attempt^ 

But as he fends upon his high hehefb 

For ftate, as Sovran King, and to inure 

Our prompt obedience. Faft we found, faft fhut 240 

The difmal gates, and banicado'd ftrong ; 

But long ere our approaching heard within 

Noife, other dian the found of dance or fong. 

Torment, and loud lament, and furious rage. 

Glad we retum'd up to the coafts of light 245 

Ere (abbath evening : fo we had in charge. 

But thy relation now i for I attend. 

Pleased with thy words no lefs than thou with mine. 

So fpake the Godlike PowV, and thus our iire. 
For Man to tell how human life began 250 

Is hard j for who himfelf beginning knew ? 
Defire with thee ftill longer to converfe 
Induct me. As new wak*d from foundeft fleep 
Soft on the flowery herb I found me laid 
In balmy fweat, which with his beams the fun 255 
Soon dryM, and on the reaking moifture fed. 
Strait toward Heaven my wondVing eyes I turned. 
And gaz*d a while the ample flcy, till raised 
By quick inftin£live motion up I fpnmg. 
As thitherward endevoring, and upright 260 

Stood on my feet j about mc round I faw 
Hill, dale, and ihady woods, and funny plains. 

And 
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And liquid lapfe of murm'ring ftreams ; by thefe. 

Creatures that liv'd and mov'd, and walk'd, or flew. 

Birds on the branches warbling; all things fmilM, 265. 

With fragrance and with joy my heart o'erflow'd. 

Myfelf I then perusM, and limb by limb 

Sui-vey'd, and fometimes went, and fometimes ran 

With fupple joints, as lively vigor led : 

But who I was, or where, or from what caufe, 170 

Knew not) to fpeak I try'd, and forthwith fpake; 

My tongue obey'd, and readily could name 

Whatever I faw. Thou Sun, faid I, fail* light. 

And thoit inlighteii'd Earth, fo frc/h and gay. 

Ye Hills, and Pales, ye Rivers, Woods, and Plains, • 

And ye that- live and move, fair Creatures tell. 

Tell, if ye faw, how camc^I thus, how here ? 

Not of myfelf 5 by fome great Maker then. 

In goodnefs and in pow^r praeeminent ^ 

Tell me, how may I know him, how adore, aSo 

From whom I have that thus I move and live. 

And feel tliat I am happier than I know. 

While thus I calPd, and ftray'd I knew not whither. 

From where I firft drew air, and firft beheld 

This happy light, when anfwer none returned 285 

On a green fhady bank profufe of flowers 

PenfiFC I fat me down ; there gentle fleep 

Firft found me, and with foft opprefllon feis'd 

My droufed fenfe, untroubled, though I thought 

I then was pafling to my former ftate 290 

Infenfible, and fortliwith to diflblve : 

When fuddenly ftcod at my hiead a dream, 

Whofe 
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Whoft inward apparition gently mov'd 

My fancy to believe I yet had being. 

And liv^d : One came, methought, of fhape divine. 

And faid. Thy manfion wants thee, Adam, rife, 

Firft Man, of men innumerable ordainM 

Firft Father, caird by thee I come thy guide 

To the garden of blifs, thy feat preparM. 

So faying;^ by the hand he took me raisM, 300 

And over fields and waters, as in air 

Smooth Hiding without ftep, laft led me up 

A woody mountain ; whofe high top was plain, 

A circuit wide, inclos'd, with goodlicll trees 

Planted, with walks, and bow'rs, that what I faw 305 

Of earth before fcarce pleafant feemM. Each tree 

Loaden with faireft fruit that hung to th' eye 

Tempting, ftirr'd in me fudden appetite 

To pluck and eat ; whereat I wakM, and found 

Before mine eyes all real, as the dream 310 

Had lively (hadowM : Here had new begun 

My wand'ring, had not he who was my guide 

Up hither, from among the trees appeared, 

Prefence divine. Rejoicing, but with awe. 

In adoration at his feet I fell 315 

Submifs: he rcar'd me\ and Whom thou fought' ft I am. 

Said mildly, Author of all this thou fecft 

Above, or round about thee, or beneath. 

This Ptindifc I give thee, count it thine y 

To till and keep, and of the fruit to eat | 310 

X>f every tree that in the gaid<;n grow$ 

Vol. I, R Eat 
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Eat freely witli glad heart j fear here no dearth t 
But of the tree whofe operation brings 
Knowledjg^'of good and ill, which I have fet 
The pledge of tiiy obedience and thy faith, 315 

Amid the garden by the tree of life. 
Remember what I warn thee, (him to tafte. 
And ihun the bitter confeqiicnce : for know. 
The day thou eaf ft thereof, my fole command 
TranfgrefsM, inevitably thou (halt die, 33^. 

From that day mortal, and this happy ftate 
Shalt lofe, expell'd from hence into a world 
Of woe and forrow. Sternly he pronounced 
The rigid interdiction, which refounds 
Yet di*eadful in mine car, though in my choice 335 
Not to incur $ but foon his clear afpe6t 
Returned, and gracious purpofe thus renew'd. 
Not only thefe fair bounds, but all the earth 
To thee and to thy race I givej as lords 
Poifefs it, and all things that therein live, 340 

Or live in fea, or air, beaft, fi(h, and fowl. 
In iign whereof each bii*d and beaft behold 
After their kinds ; I bring them to receive 
Ftom thee their names, and pay thee fealty 
With low fubje6tion j underftand the fame ^^e 

Of fiih within their watry-refidence. 
Not hither fummon'd, fince they cannot change 
Their element to draw the thinner air. 
As thus he fpake, each bird and beaft behold 
Approaching two and two, thefe cowring low 350 

Witk 
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With blandiihmenty each bird ftoopM on his wing. 
I nam^d them» as they pafs'd, and underftood 
Their nature, with fuch knowledge God indued 
My fudden apprehenfion t but in thefe 
I found not what methought I wanted ftill ; 355 

And to the heavenly vifion thus prefumM* 

O by what name, for thou above all thefe^ 
Above mankind, or ought than mankind higher^ 
Surpafleft far my naming, how may I 
Adore thee. Author of this univerfe, 360 

And all this good to man ? for whofe well-being 
So amply, and with hands fo liberal 
Thou haft provided all things : but with me 
I fee not who partakes. In folitude 
AVTiat happinefs, who can enjoy alone, 365 

Or all enjoying, what contentment find > 
Thus I prefumptuous ; and the vifion bright^ 
As with a fmile more brightened, thus replyM, 

What cairft thou folitude ? is not the earth 
With various living creatures, and the air 370 

KepileniihM, and all thefe at thy command 
To come and play before thee ? know' ft thou not 
Their language and their ways ? they alfo know. 
And reafon not contemptibly j with thefe 
Find paftime, and bear rule 5 thy realm is large, 375 
So fpake the univerfal Lord, and feem'd 
So ordering. I with leave of fpeech implor'd» 
And humble deprecation thus reply'd. 

Let not n^ words oiFend thee, hea^'nly Power, 

R » My 
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My maker, be propitious while I fpeak. jto' 

Halt thou not made me here thy fubftitute. 
And thefe inferior far beneath me fet ? 
Among unequals what /bciety 
Can fort, what harmony or true delight ? 
Wluch muft be mutual, in proportion due 385 

Giv'n and received j but in difparity 
The one intenfe, the other ftill rcmifs 
Cannot well fuit with either, but foon prove 
Tedious alike : Of fellow/hip I fpeak 
Such as I feek, fit to participate 39O 

All rational delight, wherein the brute 
Cannot be human confortj they rejoice 
Each with their kind, lion with lionefs j 
So fitly them in pairs thou haft combined 5 
Much lefs can bird with beaft, or fifii with fowl 395 
So well converfe, nor with the ox the ape j 
Worfe then can man with beaft, and leaft of all. 
Whereto th' Almighty anfwer'd not difpleas'd# 
A nice and fubtle happinefs I fee 
Thou to thyfelf propofeft, in the choice ^y^ 

Of thy afibciates, Adam, and wilt tafte 
No pleafure, though in pleafure, folitary. 
What think'ft thou then of me, and this my ftate ? 
Seem I to thee fufficieutly poffefsM 
Of happinefs, or not ? who am alone 405 

From all eternity, for none I know 
Second to me or like, equal much lefs. 
How have I then with whom to hold converfe 

Save 
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Save with the creatures which I made, and thofe 
To me inferior, infinite defcents 410 

Beneath what other creatures are to thee ? 

He ceas'd, I lowly anfwer'd. To attain 
The highth and depth of thy eternal ways 
All human thoughts come (hort. Supreme of things $ 
Thou in thyfelf art perfeft, and in thee 4^5 

Is no deficience found ; not fo is Man, 
But in degree, the caufe of his defire 
By converfation with his like to help, 
Or folace his defe6ls. No need that thou 
Shouldil propagate, already infinite, 420 

And through all numbers abfolute, though one ; 
But Man by number is to manifeft 
His fingle iraperfe6lion, and beget 
Like of his like, his image multiply'd. 
In unity defe6live, which requires 415 

Collateral love, and deaiefl amity. 
Thou in thy fecrefy although alone, 
Beft with thyfelf accompanied, feek'ft not 
Social communication, yet fo pleasM, 
Canft raife thy creature to what highth thou wilt 430 
Of union or communion, deify'd ; 
I by converfmg cannot thefe ereft 
From prone, nor in their ways complacence find. 
Thus I imboldenM fpake, and freedom us'd 
Permiffive, and acceptance found, which gain'd 435 
This anfwer from the gracious voice divine. 

Thus far to try thee, Adam, I was plcas"*d,. 

R 3| And 
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And find tliec knowing not of beafts alone, 

Wljich thou haft rightly namM, but of thyfclf, 

Expreffing well the fpi'rit within thee free, 440 

My image, not imparted to the brute, 

Whofe fellowihip therefore unmeet for thee 

Good reafon was thou freely ihouldft diflike. 

And be fo minded ftill i I, ei*e thou fpak^ft. 

Knew it not good for Man to be alone, 44$ 

And no fuch company as then thou faw''ft 

Intended thee, for trial only brought. 

To fee how thou could'ft judge of fit and meett 

What next I bring (hall pleafe thee, be afiurM, 

Thy likenefs, thy fit help, thy other fclf, 4.50 

Thy wifli exaftly to thy heart's defire. 

He ended, or I heard no more, for now 
My earthly by his heav'nly overpowered. 
Which it had long ftood under, ftrain'd to th* highth. 
In that celeftial colloquy fublime, 455 

As witli an objeft that excels the fenfe 
Dazled and (pent, funk down, and fought repair 
Of fleep, which inftantly fdl on me, call'd 
By nature as in aid, and clos'd mine eyes. 
Mine eyes he clos'd, but open left the cell 460 

Of fancy my internal fight, by which 
Abftraft as in a trance methought I faw. 
Though fleeping, where I lay, and faw the fhape 
Still glorious before whom awake I ftood; 
Who ftooping open'd my left fide, and took 465 

From thence a rib, with cordial fpiritt warm, 

And 
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Aiid lifl^>1ilgod ftreamixig fieih ; wide was the wound. 

Bat fuddenly widi flefli BVi up and heal'd s 

The rib he formed and fiUhion'd with his hands } 

Under his forming hands a creature grew, 470 

Manlike, but difierent Hex, &> lovely fair. 

That what ieemM fair in all the world, feemM now 

Mean, or in her fummM up, in her contained 

And in her looks, which from that time infus'd 

Sweetnefs into my heart, unfelt before, 475 

And into all things from her air inrpir*d 

The ipi*iat of love and amorous delight* 

She difiq^ear'd, and left me dark; I wak'd 

To find her, or for ever to deplore 

Her lofs, and other pleafures all abjure : 480 

When out of hope, behold her, not far off, 

Such as I (aw her in my dream> adornM 

With what all Earth or Heaven could beftow 

To make her amiable : On (he camf , 

Led by her heavenly Maker, though unfeen, 485 

And glided by his voice, nor uninformM 

Of nuptial fan£Uty and marriage rites : 

Grace was in all her fteps, Heav'n in her eye. 

In every gefture dignity and love. 

I overjoyed could not forbear aloud. 49^ 

This turn hath made amends ; thou haft fulfillM 
Thy words. Creator bounteous and benign, 
Giver of all things fair, but faireft this 
Of all thy giftSy nor envieft. I now fee 
Bone of my bone, flefh of my fleih, myfelf 495 

R 4 Before 
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Before me ; Woman is her name, of Man 
Extrafted ; for this caufe lie fhall forego 
Father and mother, and to' his wife adhere ; 
And they fhall be one flefh, one heart, one foul. 

She heard me thus, and though divinely brought. 
Yet innocence and virgin modefty, 
Her virtue and the confcience of her worth. 
That would be woo'd, and not unfought be won, 
Not obvious, not obtrulive, but retired. 
The more defirable, or to fay all, 505 

Nature herfelf, though pure of fmful thought. 
Wrought in her fo, that feeing me, fhe tum'd $ 
I follow'd her, (he what was honor knew. 
And with obfequious majefty approved 
My pleaded reafon. To the nuptial bower 510 

I led her blufliing like the mom : all Heaven, 
And happy conftellations on that hour 
Shed their felefteft influence ; the earth 
Gave fign of gratulation, and each hill ; 
Joyous the birds; frefh gales and gentle airs 515 

WhifperM it to the woods, and from their wings 
Flung rofe, flung odors from the fpicy^rub, 
Difporting, till the amorous bird of night 
Sung fpoufal, and bid hafte the evenii% ftar 
On this hill top, to light the bridal lamp. 510 

Thus have I told thee all my ftate, and brought 
My ftory to the fum of earthly blifs 
Which I enjoy, and muft confefs to find 
In all things elfe delight indeed, but fuch 

As 
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At iit*d or not, works in the mind no change, 525 

Nor vehement deiire, thefe delicacies 

I mean of tafte, fight, fmell, herbs, fruits, and flowers, 

Walks, and the melody of birds ; but here 

Far otherwife, tranfported I behold, 

Tranfported touch $ here paflion firft I felt| 530 

Commotion ftrange, in all enjoyments elfe 

Superior and unmo^M, here only weak 

Againft the charm of beauty's powerful glance. 

Or nature failM in me, and left feme part 

Not proof enough fuch obje£l to fuftain, 535 

Or from my fide fubdufling, took perhaps 

More than enough ; at lead: on her beftow*d 

Too much of ornament, in outward fliow 

Elaborate, of inward lefs exaA. 

For well I underftand in the prime end 540 

Of nature her th' inferior, in the mind 

And inward faculties, which mod excel. 

In outward alfo her refembling lefs 

His image who made both, and lefs exprefHng 

The character of that dominion given 545 

O'er other creatures j yet when I approach 

Her lovclinefs, fo abfolute ihe fecms 

And in herfelf complete, fo well to know 

Her own, that what (he wills to do or fay. 

Seems wifeft, virtuoufeft, difcrccteft, belt 5 550 

All higher knowledge in her prcfcncc falls 

Degraded, wifdom in difcourfc with her 

Lofes difcountenancM, and like folly (hows ; 

Authority 
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Authority and reafon on her wait. 

As one intended firft, not after made 555 

Occafionally i and to confummate all, 

Greatnefs of mind, and noblenefs their feat 

Build in her lovelieft, and create an awe 

About her, as a guai'd angelic plac'd. 

To whom the Angel with contra6led brow. 560 
Accufe not nature, ihe hath done her part; 
Do thou but thine, and be not diffident 
Of wifdom, flie defcrts thee not, if thou 
Dlimifs not her, when moft thou need'ft her nigh, 
By attributing over much to things 565 

Lefs excellent, as thou thyfelf perceiv'ft. 
For what admir'ft thou, what tranfports thee fo, 
An outfide ? fair no doubt, and worthy well 
Thy cheri/hing, thy honoring, and thy love. 
Not thy fubje£Uon : weigh with her thyfelf ; 570 

Then value : Oft-times nothing profits more 
Than felf-efteem, grounded on juft and right 
Well managM j of that fkill the more thou know'ft. 
The more fhe will acknowledge thee her head, 
And to realities yield all her (hows : 575 

Made fo adorn for thy delight the more. 
So awful, that with honor thou may'ft love 
Thy mate, who fees when thou art feen lead wife. 
But if the fenfe of touch whereby mankind 
Is propagated^fcem fuch dear delight 5S0 

Beyond all other, think the fame vouchfaf 'd 
To cattei and each bead i which would not be 

To 
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To them made common aiut^ divulg'd, if ought 

Therein enjoy'd were worthy to fubdue 

The foul of man, or pafEon in him move. 585 

What high'er in her fociety diou iind*ft 

Attra6^iv«, human* rational, lore ftill ; ' 

In loving thou doft well, in paflion not. 

Wherein true love confifts not; love refines 

The thoughts, and heart inlarge$, hath his (eat 599 

In rea'fon, and is judicious, is the fcale 

By which to heavenly love thou may'ft afcend. 

Not funk in carnal pleafure, for which caufe 

Among the beaAs no mate for thee was found. 

To whom thus half abaih'd Adam reply'd. 595 
Ksither her outfide form'd fo fair, nor ought 
In procreation common to all kinds 
(Though higher of the genial bed by far. 
And with myfterious reverence I deem) 
So much delights me, as thofe graceful afts, 60O 

Thofe thoufand decencies that daily flow 
From all her words and a6iions mixM with love 
And fweet compliance, which declare unfeigned 
Union of mind, or in us both one foul j 
Harmony to behold in wedded pair 605 

More grateful than harmonious found to th* ear* 
Yet thefc fubjeft not; I to thee difclofe 
What inward thence I feel, not therefore foil'd. 
Who meet with various objefts, from the fcnfe 
Varioufly reprefenting ; yet ftill free 6 to 

Approve the beft, and follow what I approve. 

To 
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To love thou blam'ft me not, for love thou fay'ft 
Leads up to Hcav''n, is both the way and guide j 
JBcar with me then, if lawful what I afk; 
Love not the heav'nly SpiVits, and how their love 6i| 
Exprefs they, by looks only', or do they mix 
Irradiancc, virtual or immediate touch ? 

To whorh the Angel with a fmile that glowM 
Cdeftital rofy red, love's proper hue, 
AnfwcrM. Let it fuffice thee that thou know'ft 620 
Ui happy', and without love no happinefs. 
Whatever pure thou in the body' enjoy'ft 
(And pure thou wert created) we enjoy 
In eminence, and obftacle find none 
Of membrane, joint, or limb, exclufive bars ; 625 
Ealier than air with air, if Spi'rits embrace. 
Total they mix, union of pure with pure 
Defiringj nor reftrain'd conveyance need 
As flifli to mix with flefti, or foul with foul. 
But I can now no more; the parting fun 63d 

Beyond the earth's green Cape and verdant lies 
Hefperian fets, my fignal to depart. 
Be ftrong, live happy', and love, but firft of all 
Him whom to love is to obey, and keep 
His great command j take heed left paffion fway 635 
Thy judgment to do ought, which elfe free will 
Would not admit ; thine and of all thy fons 
The weal or woe in thee is plac'd ; beware, 
1 in thy pcrfevering ihall rejoice, 
And all the Bleft: ftand faft ; to ftand or fall 640 

Free 
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Free in thine own arbitrement it lies. 
Perfeft within, no outward aid require ; 
And all temptation to tranfgrefs repel. 

So faying, he arofe 5 whom Adam thus 
Followed with benediftion. Since to part, 645 

Go heav'niy Gueft, ethereal Meffenger, 
Sent from whofe fovran goodnefs I adore. 
Gentle to me and affable hath been 
Thy condefcenfion, and fhall be' honor'd ever 
With grateful memory : thou to mankind 6j^9 

Be good and friendly ftill, and oft return. 

So parted they, the Angel up to Heaven 
From the thick fhade, and Adam to his bower* 
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In eandem. 

SIccine tentafti coelo donaiTe I&pbum 
Quae feptemgemino Bellua monte lates ? 
Ni meliora tuum potent dare mtinera numen^ 

Parce precor donis infidiofa tuis. 
Ille quidem fine te confortia ferus adivlt 5 

Aftra, nee inferni pulveris ufus ope. 
Sic potius fcedos in coelum pelle cucullos^ 

£t quot habet brutos Roma prof ana Deos, 
Namque hac aut alia nifi quemque adjuv^ris zttt, 

Crede mihi cceli vix bene fcandet iter. 19 

In eandem, 

PUrgatorem animae derifit lacobos igticmf 
£t fine quo fuperum non adeunda domus. 
Frenduit hoc trina monftrum Latiale coronkp 

Movit & horrificum comua dena minax. 
£t nee inultu9 ait teoEUies mea facra Britanne^ 5 

Supplicium fpreta relligione dabis. 
£t fi ftelligeras unquam penetraveris arces^ 

Non nifi per ilammas trifte patebit iter* 
O quam funefto cecinifti proxima veroy 

Verbaque ponderibus vix caritura fuis I so 

Nam prope Tartareo fublime rotatus ab igm 

Ibat ad scthercas umbra pemfta plagas. 
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In eandem. ' 

OUE M modo Roma fiiis devoverat impia diris, 
£t Styge damn^t Tsenarioque fmu, 
Hunc vice mutata jam tollere geftit ad aftra» 
£t cupit ad fuperos evehere ufque Deos. 

In inventorem bombardas. 

IApetionidem laudavit caeca vetufbiSy^ 
Qui tulit setheream folis ab axe facem ; 
At mihi major erit, qui lurida creditur arma, 
£t tiifidum fulmen furripuifle Jovi* 

Ad Leonoram Romas canentem, 

ANgelus unicuiquc fuus (fic credite gentes) 
Obtigit asthereis ales ab ordinibus. 
Quid minim ? Leonora tibi fi gloria major. 

Nam tua praefentem vox fonat ipfa Deum. 
Aut Deus, aut vacui certe mens tertia coeli 5 

Per tua fccrcto guttura ferpit agens 5 
Serpit agenSy facilifque docet mortalia corda 

Senfim immortal i afTuefcere pofTe fono. 
<^od (i cun^a quidem Deus eft, per cun6laque fuAis,. 

In te una loquitur^ caetera mutus habet, 19 



^<i 
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Ad eandem* 

ALtcra Torquantum cepit Leonora poetam» 
Cujus ab infano ceflit amore fiirens. 
Ah mifer ille tuo quanto felicius svo 

Perditus, & propter te Leonora foret ! 
Et te Pieria fcnfiflet voce canentem 

Aurea maternae fila movere lyrae, 
Qnamvis Dircso toriiffet lumina Pentheo 

Saeviory aut totus defipuifTet iners, 
Tu tamen errantcj caeca vertigine fenfu? 

Voce eadem poteras corapofuifTe tua 5 
Et poteras aegro fpirans Tub corde quletem 

Fiexanimo cantu reilituifle fibi. 



Ad eandem. 

CRedula quid ilquidam Sirena Neapoli ja£las« 
Claraque Parthenopes fana Acheloiados, 
Littoreamque tua defun6lam Naiada ripa 
Corpora Chalcidico facra dediiTe rogo ? 
. Ilia quidem vivitque, 8c amoena Tibridis unda 
Mutavit rauci murmura Paufilipi. 
Illic Romulidum ftudiis omata fecundis, 
Atque homines cantu detinet atque Deos. 
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• Apologus de Ruftico & Hero. 

RUftiC^s ex malo fapidiiTima poma quotannis 
Legity & urbano le£la dedit Domino : 
Hinc incredibili fruflus dulcedine captus 

Malum ipfaih in proprias tranftulit areolas. 
Waftenus ilia ferax, fed longO debilis »vo, 5 

Mota folo affuetOy protenus aret iners. 
Quod tandem ut patuit Domino> fpe lufus inani, 

Damnavit celeres in fua damna manus. 
Atque ait, faeu quanto fatiiis fuit ilia Coloni 
. (Parva licet) grato dona tulifTe animo ! 10 

PofTem ego avaritiam frsenare, gulamque voracem : ^ 
Nunc periere mihi & foetus & ipfe parens* 



ELEGIARUM FINIS. 



* Added in the Edit. 1675. 
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SYLVARUM LIBER. 

Anno ^tatis x6. , 

In obitum • Procancellarii medici. 

PArerc fati difcite leglbus, 
Manufque Parcae Jam date fupplices> 
Qui pendulum telluris orbem 
lapeti colitis nepotes. 
Vos ii reli£(o mors vaga Taenaro 5 

Semel vocarit flebilis^ heu moras 
Tcntantnr incafsum dolique ; 
Per tenebras Stygis ire certum eft. 
Si deftinatam pellere dextera 

Mortem valeret, non ferus Hercules jo- 

iNeffi venenatus cruore 

^mathia jacuiflet Oeta. 
Nee fraude turpi Palladis invidae 
Vidiffet occifum Ilion He6lora, aut 

Quem larva Pelidis peremit t5 

^'~ EnfeLocro, Jove lacrymante. 



• Dr. John Goflyn, Maftcr of Caius college, and 
the King's Profeflbr of phyfic, who died when he was 
a fecond time yice-Chancellor in O^ober 1(26. 
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Si trifte fatum verba Hecateia 
Fugare poflint, Telegoni parens 
Vixiffet infamis, potentique 

i£giali foror ufa vii'ga. zo 

Numenque trinum fallere H queant 
Ai'tes medentum, ignotaque gramina, 
Non gnarus herbarum Machaon 
Eurypyli cecidiffet hafta. 
Lafiffct & nee te Philyreie 25 

Sagitta echidnsc perlita fanguinC) 
Kec tela te fulmenque avitum 
Caefe puer genitricis alvo. 
Tuque O alumno major Apolline, 
Gentis togatae cui regimen datum, 39 

Frondofa quern nunc Cirrha luget, 
£t mediis Helicon in undis. 
Jam praefuifTes Palladio gregi 
Laetus, fuperftes, nee fine gloria. 

Nee puppe luftraffes Charontis ^ 

Horribiles barathri receffus. 
At fila rupit Perfephone tua 
Irata, cum te viderit artibus 
Succoque poUenti tot atris 

Faucibus eripuiffe mortis. 4.0 

Colende Praefes, membra prccor tua 
Molli quiefcant cefpite, & ex tuo 
Crelcant rofae, calthaeque bufto, 
Purpureoque hyacinthus ore. 



Sit 
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• Sit mite de te judicium ^aci» 
Subrideatque ^tnaea Proferpina, 
Interque felices perennis 
Elyfip fpatiere campo. 

In quintum Novembris, Anno ^tatis 17. 

J A M pius extrema veniens lacobus ab zrdio 
Teucrigenas populos, lateque patentia regna 
Albionum tenuit, jamqye inviolabile foedus 
Sceptra Caledoniis conjunxerat Anglica Scotis : 
Pacificufque novo felix divefque fedebat 5 

In folio, occultique doli fecurus & hoftis : 
Cum ferus ignifluo regnans Acheronte lyrannus, 
Eumenidum pater, sthereo vagus exul Olympo, 
Forte per immenfum terrarum erraverat orbem, 
.Dinumerans fceleris focios, vernafque fideles, 10 

Participes regni poft funera moefta futuros j 
Hie tempeftates medio ciet acre diras, 
Illic unanimes odium ftruit inter amicos, 
Armat & invi^las in mutua vifcera gentes i 
Regnaque olivifera vertit fiorentia pace, 15 

Et quofcunquc videt purae virtutis araantes, 
Hos cupit adjicere imperio, fraudumque magifter 
Tentat inaccefTum fceleri comimpere pe6lus, 
Infidiaique locat tacitas, cafTefque latentes 
Tendit, ut incautos rapiat, feu Cafpia tigris ao 

Infequitur trepidam deferta per avia praedam 
Nocle fub illuni, 8c fomno ni6lantibus aftris, 
Talibus infeftat populos Summanus 8e urbes 
Cincluft coeruiex fuipanti turbine flammas. 
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Jamque fluentifonis albentia rupibus sura 05 

Apparent, & terra Deo dile^la marino, 

Cui nomcn dederat quondam Neptunia proles, 

Aniphitryoniaden qui non dubitavit atrocem 

^quore tranato furiali pofcerfe bello. 

Ante expugnatae cnidelia faecula Trojae. 3* 

At fimul banc opibufque & fefta pace beatam 
Afpicit, & pingues donis Cerealibus agros, 
Quodque magis doluit, venerantem numina veri 
San6la Dei populura, tandem fufpiria rupit 
Tartareos ignes & luridum olentia fulphur s 35 

Qualia Trinacria trux ab Jove claufus in ^tna 
Efflat tabifico monftrofus ab ore Tiphoeus. 
Ignefcunt oculi, ftridetque adamantinus ordo 
Dentis, ut armorum fragor, i£laque cufpide cufpis 
Atque pererrato folum hoc lacrymabile mundo 40 
Inveniy dixit, gens haec mihi fola rebellis, 
Contemtrixque jugi, noftraque potentior arte. 
TUa tamen, mea fi quicquam tentamina pofTunt, 
Non feret hoc impune diu, non ibit inulta. 
Ha6lenus; & piceis liquido natat aere pennis ; 4.5 

Qua volat, adverfi praecurfant agmine venti, 
Denfantur nubes, & crebra tonitrua fulgent. 

Jamque pruinofas velox fupei*averat Alpes, 
£t tenet Aufoniae fines, a parte iiniftra 
Nimbifer Appenninus erat, prifcique Sabini, 50 

Dexti-a veneficiis infamis Heti-uria, nee non 
Te furtiva Tibris Thetidi videt ofcula dantem j 
Hinc Mavortigenae coniiitit in arce Quirini. 
Reddiderant dubiam jam fei-a crepufcula lucemf 

Cum 
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Cum clrcumgreditur totam Tricoronifer urbcm, 55 
Panificofque Deos portat, fcapulifque viroiaim 
Evehitur, prjeeunt fubmifTo poplite reges^ 
Ft mendicantum feries iongiiHma fratrum; 
Cereaque in manibvis geftant funalia caeci, 
Cimmerils nati in tenebris, vitamque trahentes. 6d 
Templa dein multis fubeunt lucentia taedis 
(Vefper erat facer ifte Petro) fremitufque canentum 
Saepe tholos implet vacuos, Sc inane locorum. 
Qualiter ex\ilulat Bromius, Bromiique caterva, 
Orgia cantantes in Echionio Aracyntho, 65 

Dum tremit attonitus vitreis Afopus in undis^ 
£t procul ipfe cava refponfat rupe Cithseron. 

His igitur tandem folenni more pera6(i$, 
Nox fenis amplexus Erebi tacituma reliquit, 
Praecipitefque impellit equos ftimulante flagelio, 79 
Captum oculis Typhlonta> Melanchaetemque ferocem, 
Atque Acherontaeo prognatam patre Siopen 
Torpidam, 8c hirfutis horrentem Phrica capillis. 
Interea regum domitor, Phlegetontius haeres 
Ingreditur thalamos (neque enhn fecretus adulter 75 
Producit fteriles molli (ine pellice no6les) 
At vix compoiitos fomnus claudebat ocellos* 
Cum niger umbrarum dominus, re£torque fiientiim^ 
Praedatorque hominum falsa Aib imagine te£lut 
Aftitit, affumptis micuerunt tempora canis, <# 

Barba finus promifla tegit, cineracea longo 
Syrmate verrit humum yeftis, pendttqve cticuUus 
Vertice de rafo, & ne quicquam defit ad arteS) 
Cannabeo lumbos conftrixit fune falaces, 

S 4 Tvt^ 
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Tarda fcneftratis figens vefttgia calceis. S5 

Talis, uti fama eft, vafta Francifcus eremo 
. Tetra vagabatur folxis per luftra feranim, 
Sylveftrique tulit genti pia verba falutis 
Impius, atque lupos domuit, Libycofque leones. 

Subdolus at tali Serpens velatus ami£lu ^ 

Solvit in has fallax ora execrantia voces.; 
Dormis, nate ? Etiamne tuos fopor opprimit artus I 
Immemor O fidei, peconimque oblite tuorum ! 
Dum cathedram vcnerande tuam, dlademaque triplex 
Ridet Hyperhoreo gens barbara nata Tub axe, 95 

Dumque.pharetrati fpemunt tua jura Britanni : 
Surge, age, fprge piger, Latinus quern Caefar adorat. 
Cut refcrata patet convcxi janua coeli, 
Tiirgentes animos, & faftus frange procacesy 
Sacrikgique fciant, tua quid maledi£(io poffit^ xoo 
Et quid Apoftoiicae poifit cuftodia clavis j 
Et memor Hefperiae disje6lam ulcifcere claflem» 
Merfaque Iberorum late vexilla profundo, 
Sau£lorumq\ie cruci tot ^^|)ora flxa probofxy 
Thennodoontea nuper regnante puella. 105 

At tu fi tenero mavis torpefcere le£lo, 
Crefcentefque negas hcfti contundere vires, . 
Tyrrhenum implebtt numerofo milite pontum, 
Signaque Aventino ponet fulgentia coUe : 
Rcliiquia^ vetei-um franget, flammifque cremabit, 110 
Sacraque calcabit pedibus tua colla profanis, 
Cujus gaudebant foleis dare bafia reges. 
Nee tarnen hunc bellis & aperto Marte laceffes, 
Irritus ille labor^ tu callidus utere fraude, 

Quxlibet 
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Quadibet hneiieis Hfyouere reda fas eft $ 115 

Jamque ad conrilium extremis rex magnus ab oris 
Patricios vocat, & procenim de ftirpe creates, 
Granct^xvofque patres trabei, canifque verendos ; 
Hos tu membratjni poteris confpergere in auras, 
Atque dare in cineres, nitrati pulveris igne 120 

^dibus inje£(o, qua convenere, fub imis. 
Protinus ipfe igitur quofcunque habet Anglia fidos 
Propofiti, fa£^ique mono, quifquamne tuorum 
Audebit fummi non jufTa faceifere Papx ? 
Perculfofque metu fubito, cafuque ftupentes s»5 

Invadat ye] Galius atrox, vel faevus Iberus. 
SsBCula fic iilic tandem Mariana redibunt. 
Tuque in belligeros iterum dominabcris Anglos. 
£t nequid timeas, divos divafque fecundas 
Accipe, quotquc tuis celebrantur numina faftis. 1%^ 
Dixit Sc adfcitos ponens malefidus ami6his 
Fugit ad infandam, regnum illaetabile, Lethen. 

Jam rofea £oas pandens Tithonia portas 
Veftit inauratas redeunti lumine terras i 
Mceftaque adhuc nigri deplorans funera nati 135 

Irrigat ambrofiis montana cacumina guttis j 
Cum fomnos pepulit fteilats janitor aulae, 
No£(umo8 vifus, 8c fomnia grata * revolvens. 

Eft locus seterna feptus caligine no6lis, 
Vafta ruinofi quondam fundamina te6li, X4J0 

Nunc torvi fpelunca Phoni, Prodotaeque bilinguis, 
E/Fcra quos uno pcperit Difcordia partu. 

• forfan— refolveni. 

Hie 
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flic inter caementa jacent praeruptaque faxa, 

OfTa iohumata vinnQ> & traje^la cadavera ferro; 

His Dolus intortis feniper fedet ater ocellis, 14^ 

Jurgiaque, Sc fttmulis armata Calunmia fauces, 

£t Furor, atque viae moriendi mille videntur» 

St Timor, exanguifque locum circumvolat Horror, 

Perpetuoque leves per muta filentia Manes 

£xulul<yEity tellus 8c fanguine confcia ftagnat* 159 

Ipfi etiam pavidi latitant penetralibus antri 

Et Phonos, Sc Prodotes, nuUoque fequente per antrum. 

Antrum horrens, fcopulofum, atrum feralibus umbris 

Diffugiunt fontes, & retro lumina vortunt; 

Hos pugiles Romae per faecula longa fideles 155 

Evocat antiftes Babylonlus, atque ita fatur. 

Finibus occiduis eircumfufum incolit aequor 

Gens exofa mihi, prudens natura negavit 

Indignam penitus noftro conjungere mundo : 

IIluc, fic jubeo, celeri contendite greffu, i6« 

Tatareoque leves difflentur puhrere in auras 

Et rex & pariter fatrapae, fcelerata propago, 

Et quotquot fidei caluere cupidine verae 

Confilii focios adhibete, operifque miniftros. 

Finierat, rigidi cupide paruere gemelli. 165 

Interea longo fleftens cun'^amine coelos 
Defpicit aetherea dominus qui fulgurat arce, 
Vanaque perverfae ridet conamina turbae, 
Atque fui caufam populi volet ipfe tueri. 

Efle ferunt fpatium, qua didat ab Afide terra 17* 
Feitilis Europe^ Sc fpeclat Mareotidas undas $ 
Hie turrls poCvta eft Titanidos ardua Famae 

/£rea. 
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iSrea, lat»«. fooiiitf ratiiif vicinior ^rit 
Quam Aiperimpofitum vel Athos Tel Pelion Oflae. 
Mille fores aditufque patent, totidemque feneftrae, 175 
Amplaque per tenues tranflucent atria muros i 
Excitat hie varios plebs agglofnerata fufurros $ 
Qualiter inftrepitant circum mul£balia bombit 
Agmlna muicarum, aut texto per oviiia junco» 
Dum Canis sftivum cceli petit ardua culmen. iSo 
Ipfa quidem fumma fedet ultrix matris in arce» 
Auribus innumeris cin6(um caput eminet olli, 
Queis fonitum exiguum trahit, atque leviffima capiat 
Miumura, ab extremis patuli confinibus orbis. 
Nee tot, Ariftoride fervator inique juvencse 195 

Iddos, immiti volvebas lumina yultu, 
Lumina non unquam taclto nutantia fomnoy 
Lumina fubje^las late fpe£bintia terras. 
Iftis ilia, folet loca luce carentia faepe 
Pcrluftrare, etiam radianti impervia foli: 190 

Milienifque loquax auditaque viiaque linquit 
Cuilibet effundit temeraria, veraque mendax 
Nunc minuit, modo confi^lis fermonibus auget. 
Sed tamen a iioftro meniifti carmine laudes 
Ftuna, bonum quo non aliud veracius ullimi» 195 
Nobis digna-eaniy nee te memorafle pigebit 
Carmine tarn longo, fervati fcilicet Angli 
Officiis vaga diva tuis, tibi reddimus aequa* 
Te Deus, aetemos motu qui tempcrat ignesy 
Fulmine praemifTo alloquitur, terraque tremente 1 200 
Fama files ? an te latet impia Papiftarum 
Conjurata cohors in meque meofque Britannosy 

Et 
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£t nova fceptigero caedes meditata I'acobo ? 
Kec plura, ilia ftatim fenfit mandata Tonantis, 
£t fatis ante fugax ftridentes induit alas, 205 

Induit & yariis exilia corpora plumis j 
Dextra tubam geftat Temefaeo ex aere foiioram. 
Nee mora jam pennis cedentes remigat auras, 
Atque parum eft curfu celeres praevertei-e nubes. 
Jam ventos, jam foils equos poft tcrga reliquit: 2i« 
Et primo Angliacas folito de more per urbes 
Ambiguas voces, incertaque murmura fpargit, 
Mox arguta dolos, & deteftabile vulgat 
Proditionis opus, nee non fa6la horrida dl6luy 
Authorefque addit fceleris, nee garrula caecis 2x5 

Infidiis loca ftru6la filet ; ftupuere relatis, 
Et pariter juvenes, pariter tremuere pucUap, 
Effoetique fenes pariter tantaeque ruinac 
Senfus ad aetatem fubito penetraverat omnem» 
Attamen interea populi miferefcit ab alto 220 

^thereus pater, £c crudelibus obftitit aufis 
Papicolum ; capti poenas raptantur ad acres ; 
At pia thura Deo, & grati folvuntur'^honores j 
Complta laeta focis genialibus omnia fumant ; 
Tuiba choros juvenilis agit : Quintoque Novtmbris 
Nulla dies toto occurrit celebratior anno* . 



Anno 
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Anno aetatis 17. In obitum * Prxfulis Elienfis. 

AD H U C madentes rore ^qualebant genae, 
£t Hcca Bondum lumina 
Adhuc liquentis imbre turgebant falis. 

Quern nuper effudi pius, 
Dum moefta charo jufta perfolvi rogo 5 

Wintonieniis PraeAiiis. 
Cum centi Unguis Fama (proh Temper mail ' 

Cladifque vera nuntia) 
Spargit per urbes divitis BritanniS) 

Populofque Neptuno fatos xo 

CeflifTe mortiy 8c ferreis fororibut 

Te generis humani decus. 
Qui rex facrorum ilia fuifti in infuia 

Quae nomen Anguillae tenet. 
Tunc inquietum pe£(us ira protinus 15 

Ebulliebat fervida, 
Tumuli» potcntem faepe devovens deams 

Nee vota Nafo in Ibida 
Concepit alto diriora pe6lore, 

Graiufque vates parcius 1^ 

Turpem Lycambis cxecratus eft dolum^ 

Sponfamque Neobolen fuam. 
At ecce diras ipfe dum fundo graves, 

Et imprecor neci necem, 

* Nicholas Felton who died bobber 5, i6a€. 

Audiflft 
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Audifle tales videor attonitus fonos 25 

Leniy fub aura, flamine : 
Caecos furores pone, pone vitream 

Bilemque & irritas minas. 
Quid temere violas non nocenda numina, 

Subitoque ad iras percita ? 30 

Non eft, ut arbitraris elufus mifer, 
^ Mors atra No£lis filia, 
Erebove patre creta, five Erinnye^ 

Vaftove nata fub Chao i 
Aft ilia coelo mifTa ftellato, Dei 35 

Mefles ubique coUigitj 
Atiiimafque mole carnea reconditas 

In lucem & auras evocat ; 
Ut cum fiigaces excitant Horae diem 

Themidos Jovifque filis ; ^ 

Et fempiterni ducit ad vultus patris i 

At jufta raptat impios 
Sub regna furvi lu6luofa Tartari, 

Sedefque fulfterraneas. 
Kane ut vocantem lastus audivi> cito .^e 

Foedum reliqui carcerem, 
Tolatilefque fauftus inter milites 

Ad aibra fublimis feror: 
Vates ut olim raptus ad coelum fenejc 

Auriga currus i^ei 5qi^ 

Non me Bootis terruere lucidi 

Sarraca tarda frigore, aut 
Formidotofi Scorpionis.br9chia> 
Non enfis Orion tuus. 

^ Praetcrvolari 
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PrxtervoUvi falgrdi folis globuiUi 

Longeqiic fub ptdibuft dcam 
Vidi triform em, dum cocrccbat fuo® 

Frrnis drmconet atireis. 
Eiraticomm, fwlenim per ordincsj 

Per lafteas vchor plaga^s, 
Vdocitatem fsepc miratus novam, 

Do«ec uiicntcs ad fores 
Ventura eft Olympi, & reglam cryftallinam, & 

Stratum fmaragdii atrium • 
Sed hie taceboy nam quit effkri queat 

Oriundvia humano patre 
Amc^nitates illJua loci ? mihi 

Sat eft m etemura frui. 

Naturam non pati fcnmm. 

HEU qu?im pcrpctuis error! bu a afta fatifcit 
A via mens h^minum, tcncbnfque immcrfa pro^ 
fundi* ' 

Oedipodiofitam volvit fub pe^^^re no£lem ! 
Qux vefana fuis metiri facia deorum 
Audet, & incifaa legei tdaiBanlc perenni 
AiTimLlare fuis» isuUoque fo I labile CxcIq 
ConfiUum fali perituris alLigat hon$* 

£rg6ne marcefcct fulcantibu» obftta rugii 
Naturae facies^ & rerum pubiica malcjr 
Omniparum contract a uterum Jlenlcfcet ab anro f i4 
Et fe falTa fenem nale cems paiGbtti ibit 
Sidereum tremcbunda caput i nuni tetra vetuftas 
Annanmif^uc jctema famc$i iquaJorque £1 
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Sidera vexabunt ? an & infatiabile Tempus 

Efuriet Ccelum, rapietque in vifcera patrem? 15 

Heu, potuitne fuas imprudens Jupiter arces 

Hoc contra munilTe nefas, & Temporis ifto 

ExemilTe malo, gyrofque dedifTe perennes ? 

Ergo erit ut quandoquc fona dilapfa tremendo 

Convex! tabulata ruant, atque obvius i6lu 10 

Stridat uterque polus, fuperaque ut Olympius aula 

Decidat, horribilifque retefta Gorgone Pallas \ 

Qualis in ^geam proles Junonia Lemnon 

Deturbato facro cecidit de limine coeli ? 

Tu quoque Phoebe tui cafus ijnitabere nati ^ 25 

Praecipiti curru, fubitaque ferere ruina 

Pronus, & extin6la fumabit lampade Nereus^ 

£t dabit attonito feralia iibila ponto« 

Tunc etiam aerei divulfis fedibus Hsemi 

DifTultabit apex, imoque allifa barathro 30 

Terrebunt Stygium dejcfta Ceraunia Ditem, 

In fuperos quibus ufus erat, fratemaque bella. 

At pater omnipotens fundatis fortius aftris 
Confuluit rerum fummse, certoque peregit 
Pondere fatorum lances, atque ordine fummo 35 

Singula perpetuum juiHt fervare tenorem. 
Volvitur hinc lapfu mundi rota prima diurno ; 
Kaptat & ambitos focia vertigine coelos. 
Tardior baud folito Satumus, & acer ut olim 
Fulmineum mtilat criftata cafTide Mavors. 40 

Floridus setemum Phoebus juvenile corufcat^ 
Nee fovet efFoetas loca per declivia terras 
Devexp tcmone Peus \ fed femper arnica 

Ltice 
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iuce potena eadem curnt per figni rotarum. 
Surgit odoram pariter formofus ab Indis 45 

^thereum pec us albenti qui cogit Olympo 
Mane vocans, & ferns agcns in pafcun cceU, 
Tcmpona & gemino difpertit rcgna colore, 
Fulgctp obitque vices ajtcmo Delia cornu* 
C^ruleiimquc ignem paribus comple£Utur ulms, 5© 
Ncc variant clementa fidcm, folicoque fra^orc 
I^urida perculfas jaculantiir fulmina rupes. 
Nee pcf inane fur it leviort mumiure Cor us, 
Strmgit & armiferos xquali horrore Gdotjoa 
Trux Aquilo, fpiratque kyemem, nimbafquc voUitat^ 
Utque faletf Siculi diverberat tma Pd^ri 
Hex maris, Sc ratio circttinilr(i]>It zt|uora concha 
Ocean i Tubicenj nee iraill inolc minorttn 
^geona ferVint dorCa Bateaiica cete, 
fied nequc Terra tibi fsccli vigor ille vettifti ^9 

Prifciis abcft, fcrvatque fuutii NarciiTas odoremj 
r puer ille futtm xtiwt ^ puer lite decorcm 
lioebe raiifque £c Cypri tuusj nee dltiur olim 
Ten^a d^ititnn iceltri celavit montibus aurum 
Confcia, \x\ fiib aqyis gemm-^s* &ic d*inique in «vum, 
Ibit cun8artiiTi ferics JuftjiliiTia nentnit 
Donee flamma orbiizit pcipiilabitur ultlmn, l^ih 
Circumplexa polon, & TaAi culmina cofli | 
XngtDtique rogQ fia^mbit roacbicta mundl. 



»74- MILTONI POEMATA* 

t 
De Idea Platonica quemadmodum Arilboteles 
intellexit. 

DIcite facrorum pnefides nemorum de»9 
Tuque O noveni perbeata numinis 
Memoria mater* qusque in immenfo prociil 
Anti'o recumbis otiofa ^ternkas, 
Monumenta fervans, & ratas leges Jovis, 5^ 

Ccelique faftos atque ephemeridas Deum* 
Qui$ ille primus cujus eac imagine 
Natura folers iinxit huroanum genus, 
^ternus, incomiptusy aequaevus polo, 
Unufque & univerfus, exemplar Dei ? to 

Haud iile Palladis gemellus innubse 
Interna proles infidet menti Jovis | 
Scd quamlibet natiyra (it communioTy. 
Tamen feorsus extat ad morem unius, 
Et, mira, certo ftringitur fpatio locij. 15 

Seu Tempi temus ille iiderum comes 
Coeli pererrat ordines decemplicis, 
Citimumve terris incolit lunae globum : • 
Sive inter animas corpus adituras fedens 
Obliviofas torpet ad Lethes aquas : aa 

Sive in remota forte terrarum plaga 
Incedit ingens hominis archetypus gigas^ 
£t diis tremendus erigit celfum caput 
Atlante major portitore iiderum. 

Non cui profundum caecitas lumen dedit 25 

Dircaeus augur vidit hunc alto finu ; 
Kon hunc iiienti no6le Fl^iones nepos 

Va'tim 
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um fagaci prxpes oftendit choro ; 

1 hunc facerdos novit Aflyrius, licet 

igo6 vetufti commemoret atavos Nini, 30 

cumque Bclon, indytumque Ofiridcm. 

I ille trino gloriofus nomine 

r magnus Hermes (ut (it arcani fciens) 

lem reliquit Ifidis cultoribus. 

tu pcrennc ruris Axrademi decus 35 

re monftra' (i tu primus indiixti fcholis) 

1 jam poetas urbis exules tu« 

rocabis, ipfe fabulator maximus, . 

t inftitutor ipfe migrab?s foras. 

Ad Patrem. 

IU N C mea Picrios cupiam per pe6lora fontes 
Irriguas torqucre vias, totumque per ora 
Ivere laxatum gemino de vertice rivum j 
tenues oblita fonos audacibus alis 
•gat in officium vcnei-andi Mufa parentis. 5 

c utcunque tibi gratum pater opt;ime carmen'- 
iguum meditatur opus, nee novimus ipfi 
»tiut a nobis quae poiCnt munera donis 
fpondere tuis, quamvis nee maxima poflint ' 
fpondere'tuis, nedum ut par gratia donis xo - 

e queat, vacuis qusredditur aiida verbis. 
1 tamen haec noftrbs oftehdit pagina cenfus, 

quod habemus opum chai*ta numeravimus ifta, 
\2i mihi funt nulls, nifi quas dedit aurea Clio, , 
las mihi fcmoto fomni peperere Tub antro, 15 

aemorif laureta fa^ri Pamaflides umbrae. • 

T a .. V.^^- 
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Nee tu vatis opus divinum defpice carmen. 
Quo nihil aethereos ortus, & femina coeli. 
Nil magis humanam commendat origine luentemy 
San£^a Promethes retinens veiUgia flammae. •• 

Carmen amant fuperi, tremebundaque Tartara carmen 
Ima ciere valet, divofque ligare profundos, 
£t triplici duros Manes adamante coercet. 
Carmine fepofiti retegunt arcana futuri 
Phcebades, 8c tremulae pallentes ora Sibyllae } 15 

Carmina facrificus follennes pangit ad aras, 
Aurea feu ftcmit motantem comua taunim ; 
Seu cum fata fagax fumantibus abdita fibris 
Confulit, & tepidis Parcam fcrutatur in extis. 
Nos etiam patrium tunc eum repetemus Olympum, 30 
^tcmxque moras ftabunt immobilis eviy 
Ibimus auratis per cceli templa coronis, 
Dulcia fuaviloquo fociantes carmina plef^ro, 
Aftra quibus, geminique poli convexa fonabunt. 
Spiritus Sc rapidos qui circinat igneus orbes. 
Nunc quoque fidereis intercinit ipfe choreis 
Immortale melos, & inenairabile carmen 5 
Torrida dum rutilus compefcit fibila ferpens, 
Demiifoque ferox gladio manfuefcit Orion ; 
Stellarum nee fentit onus Maurufms Atlas. 
Cannina regales epulas omare folebant. 
Cum nondum luxus, vaftaeque immenfa vorago 
Nota guls, Sc modico fpumabat coena Lyaeo. 
Tum de more fedens fefta ad convivi^ vates 
^fculea intonfos redimitus ab arbore crineSy 45 

Heroiimque actus^ imitandaquc gefta canebat, • 
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£t chaos, k pofifi hrtd fimdamina mundiy 
Reptantefque deos, & alentes numina glandes, 
Et nondum Mtneo quaefitum fulmcn ab antro. 
Denique quid vocis modulamen inane juvabit, . 50 
Verborum fenfufque vacans^ numerique loquacis ? 
Sylveftres decet ifte choros, non Orphea canttis, 
Qui tenuit fluvios & quercubus addidit aures 
Carmine, non cithara, fimulachraque fun^la canendo 
Compulit in lacrymas; habet has a carmine laudet. 55 

Nee tu perge precor iacras contemnei*e Mufas, 
Nee vanas inopefque puta, quanim ipfe peritus 
Munere» mille fonos numeros componis ad aptos, 
Millibus 8c vocem modulie vaiiare canorant. 
Do6lu8, Arionii merito fis nominis haeres. 60 

Nunc tibi quid mirum, fi me genuifle poetamv 
Contigerit, charo il tarn propc fanguine jun£li 
Cognatas artes, fhidiiimque affine fequamur ? 
Ipfe volens Phoebus fe difpertire duobus. 
Altera dona mihi, dedit altera dona parenti, 6^ 

Dividuumque Dcum genitorque puerque tenemus. 

Tu tameo ut fimules teneras odifTe Camcenas, 
Non odilTe reor» ncque enim, pater, ire jubebasi. 
Qua via lata patet, qua pronior aiea lucri, 
Certaque condendi fulget fpesaurea nummi : 70. 

Nee rapis ad leges, male cuftoditaque gentis 
Jura, nee infuiiU danudas clamoribus aures. 
Sed magis excultam cupiens ditefcere mcntem. 
Me procul urbano ibrepitu, feceflibus altis 
A})du6lum Aoniae jucunda per otia ripae ^ 5 

thocLbxo lateri comitem finis ire beatum* 

T 1 Officium. 
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Officium chari tacco commune parentis^ 

Me pofcunt majora, tuo pater optime fumptu 

Cum mihi Romuleae patuit facnndia linguae, 

Et Latii veneres, & quae Jovis ora decebant to 

Grandia magniloquis elata vocabula Graiis, 

Addcre fuafilH quos ja£lat Gallia flores, 

£t quam degeneri novus Italus ore loquelam 

Fundit, barbaricos teftatus voce tumultus, 

Quxque Palxftinus loquitur myfteria vates. t^ 

Denique qiiicquid babet caelum, fubje^laque code 

Terra parens, terraeque & coelo interfluus aer, 

Quicquid & unda tegit, pondque agitabile marmory 

Per te noffe licet, per te, fi noffe libebit. 

tDimotaque venit fpeclanda fcientia nube, 90 

Nudaque confpicuos inclinat ad ofcula vultus, 

Ni fugifl*e velim, ni fit libafTe moleftum. 

I nunc, confer opes quifquis malefanus avitas 
Auftriaci gazas, Perijanaque regna praeoptas. 
Quae potuit majora pater tribuifTe, vel ipfe 9;5 

Jupiter, excepto, donaffet ut omnia, coelo ? 
Non potiora dedit, quemvis & tuta fiiiflent, 
Publica qui juveni commifit lumina nato t 

Atque Hypcrionios cumis, & fraena diei, I 

£t circum undantem radiata luce tiaram. io9 

Ergo ego jam do6lae pars quamlibet ima catenrae 
Viftrices hederas inter, laurofque fedebo, 
Jamque nee obfcurus populo mifcebor inerti, 
Vitabuntque oculos veftigia noftra profanos. 
Efte pi-ocul vigiles curx, procul efte querelae, 105 

Invidiaeque acies.tranfverfo tortilis. hirquo, 

^ , STsn 
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S«f« nee ugulmt cfttende calumnia ri£bu I 

In me trifte nihil fcsdii&ma turba poteftis. 

Nee veftri fum juris ego ; fecuraque tutus 

Pe6loray yipereo gradiar fublimis ab i£(u. no 

At tibi> chare pater, poftquam non sequa merenti 
Poffe rcferrc datur, ncc dona rependere fastis. 
Sit memoraife fatisy repetitaque munera grato 
Percenfere animo» fidsque reponere menti. 

£t V0S9 O noftri, juvenilia carmina, lufus, 115 
Si modo perpetuos fperare audebitis annos, 
£t domini AiperefTe rogo, lucemque tueri, 
Ncc fpiffo rapient oblivia nigra fub Oreo, 
Forfitan has laudes, decantatumque parentis 
Nomen, ad exempluniy fero fervabitis sevo* no 

PSAL. CXIV, 

Ir^A^X on vou^^, or ciy\ua ^t/X' 'laKtXn 

An Ton /AMroy hv oa^ov yhoq vttq 'l5^«. 
'£y ^f &ihq KotoTch ftiyet x^iiuv jSa^tXitisy. 

'l^oi 'lo^^Jivmi fvoT» a^yv^H^iti vnynv* 

*ilq x^toi af^tyoutnt ivr^afi^S h oXa^i). 

• 'oral va^l ov^tfyi ^»Xi) vw^ fAnri^i u^nq* 
Tlwlt avy* etUi SoXflWo-* «£Xft»^ fvyaf Iplin^'aq . 

' T4 K^iian 
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Xiifo T^aua r^is^oL Giov yaya>^ uLrwUtrm 

Philofophus ad regem quendam» qui eum ignotum 9c 
infontem inter reos forte captum infciu^damnaveiaty 
T^y fv* Bavciru wo^svofMto^ haec fubito miiit. 

Pi}V^<vf a^t?<oio^ TO ^ vr^^op at/Oi yoio'itCy 

Totoy ^ Ix iroAto; crsgtfi^yv^ov oAxo^ oA^o'af* 
In effigiei ejus Sculptorem f « 

^fi(tf)( Tax' ^''> ^f^( ^^^^^ a^To^t/ff P>Jvti/v. 
Toy j' fxrv^ATToy tfie Iviyporig fiXu 

• M«4' at/Tft?^ ^ o^' iW«»T» xe«»« tAa?ya^ 9Mit M(^ 

To»oy ^' tx <woAeA>f— Edit. i645« 
f Added in the Edition of x673« 
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Ad SaJfiJlum Poetam Romaniim aegrotantem, 

SCA3I0STES. 

/^ Miifa greflutn quae volens trahis chudumi 
^^ Vukaiiiaque tarda gaudes iiiceJTti, 
Ncc fentji ilJud in Iocq mintis grattim, 
Quam cum dcccntea flava Delopc ftiraa 
Altaiiat aureum ante Junonh le^tum, 
AJefdum k h«c s'ir verba pauca Sallino 
Refer, Cannxna noltra cui tan him ell cmdlt 
Quamque illc magnifi pnetulit immerito divisi 
Hsec ergb alymn^a Uk Loud mi Mitto, 
Diebus hifce qui fuum tinquens nidum 
Poll que traflum, (peiHmus ubi vtntorunv 
In fanientk impotenrqtie pulmonii 
Peruix anheta fub Jove exercet flabra) 
Vfnit ferace^ Itali foil ad glebas, 
Vifum fupcrba cognitas urbes fama 
Virofqtie doflsequc indolem jtivcntutis, 
Tibi optat tdem hlc fayAa multa Salfdle^ 
Habitumque fefTo corpori pcnttiis tanum | 
Cui nunc profunda bilis infellat rcnes^ 
PrKCordiirque fixa damnorum fpirat. 
Nee id pepcrcit impia qtiod tu Rom an a 
Tarn cuttua ore Lefbium cotidts tnclos. 
O dulce divum munusj O Talus Hebes 
Germ ana ! Tuque Pliocbej niorborum terror, 
FythQEe crnhp Ave tu magi» Paeaa 
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Libenter audis, hie tiius facerdos eft. 

Q^erceta Fauni, Tofque roie yinofo. 

CoUes benignly mitis Evandri fedes, 

Siquid falubre vallibus frondet veftrisy 

Leramen aegro ferte certatim vati. 30 

Sic ill^charis redditus nirsum Muiis 

Vicina dulci prata mulcebit cantu. 

Ipfe inter atros emirabitur lucos 

Nmna, ubi beatum degit otium aeternunn 

f nam reclivis femper ^geriam fpedans. -35 

^^umidufque & ipfe Tibrit hinc deiinitu» 

Spei favebit annuae colonorum : 

Nee in fqpulchris ibit obfeflum reges 

Nimium fmiftro laxus irruens loro : 

,Scd fraena melius temperabit undaniniy 40 

Adufque cunriialia regna Portumni. 
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Joannes Bapttfta ManAis Marchio Villenfis, rir inge- 
nii laude, turn litteranim ftu^iot nee non 8c bellica 
Tirtute apud Italos clarus in^pximis eft. Ad quern 
Torquati Taili dialogus extat de Ajnidtia fcriptus; 
erat enim Tafli amiciflimus ; ab quo etiam inter 
Campanis principes celebranir» • in ilio poemate cui 
titulus Gei-ufalemme conquiftata, lib. 20« 

Fra cavalier magnanimiy e cortefi 
Rifplende il Manfo— 

Is authorem Neapolicommorantem fumma bencrolen- 
tia profecutus eft, multaqve ei detulit humanitatis 
officia. Ad hunc itaque hofpes ille antequam ab ea 
urbe difcederety ut ne ingratum ie oftenderet, hoc 
carmen midt. 

HMC qnoqne Manfe tiue meditantur camihia laudi 
Picridesy tibi Manfe choro notiffime Phoebi, 
Quandoquidem ille alium baud aequo «ft dignatus bo- 
Poft Gain cineres y & Maecenatis Hetrufci [non> 

Tq quoqne, fi noftrae tantum valet aura Camoenae, 5 
•Vi6farices hederas inter, laurofque fedebis. 
Te pridem magno felix concordia Taflb 
. Jiinxit, & aetemis infcripfit nomina chartis. 
Mox tibi dulciloquum non infcia Mufa Marinum 
Tradidity ille tuum dici fe gaudet alumnum, 20 

4>uin canit AByrw$ diviim prolixus amorts ; 

Mollit 
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Mollis & Aufonias ftupefecit carmine nymphas. 

Ille itidem moricns tibi foli debita vatcs 

Ofla tibi foil, Aipremaque vota reliquit. 

Nee manes pietas tua chara fefellit amid, 15 

Vidimus arridentem operofo ex acre poetam. 

Nee fatis hoc vifum eft in utnimque, & nee pia ceflant 

Officia in tumulo, cupis integros rapere Oreo, 

Q^ potes, atque avidas Parcanim eludere leges : 

Amborum genus, Sc vana Tub forte peni6lam 20 

Deferibis vitam, morefque, & dona Minervx ; 

iEmulus illius Myealen qui natus ad altam 

Rcttulit .^Bolii vitam facundus Homeri, 

Ergo ego te Clius & magni nomine Phoebi, 

Manfe pater, jubeo longum falvere per sevum 25 

MiiTus Hyperboreo juvenis peregrinus ab axe. 

Nee tu longinquam bonus afpemabere Mufam^ 

Quae nuper gelidi vix enutrita fub Ar£^o 

Imprudens Italas aufa eft volitare per urbes. 

Nos etiam in noftro raodulantes fluniine cygnos 30 

Credimus obfcuras no6ti$ fenfifte per umbras. 

Qua Tbaroefis late puris argenteus umi» 

Oceani glaueos perfundit gurgite crines. 

Quin & in has quondam pervenit Tityrus eras. 

Sed neque nos genus ineuitum, nee inutile Phcebo, 35 

Qua pl:^ga fepteno mundi fulcata Trione 

Brumalem patitur longa fub no^e Booten. 

Nos etiam colimus Phoebum, nos munera Phcebo 

Flaventes fpicas, & lutea mala caniftris, 

Halantemque eroeum (perhibet nifi vana vetuftas) 4^ 

Miiimus, Sc le^las Druidum de gente chortu. 

(Gent 
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(Gens Druides antiqna faerie operata deorum 

Heroiim laudes imitandaque gefta canebant) 

Hinc quoties fefto cingunt altaria cantu 

Delo in herbosa Graiae de more puellae 45 

Carminibus Isetis memorafit Corineida Loxo, 

Fatidicamque Upin, cum flavicoma Hecaerge, 

Nuda Caledonio variatas pe6lora f uco. 

Fortunate fenex, ergo quacunque per orbera 

Torquati decus, & nomen cclebrabitur ingens, 50 

Claraque pei-petui fuccrefcet fama Marini, 

Tu quoque in ora frequens venies plaufumque virorum, 

Et parili carpes iter immortale volatti. 

Dicetur turn *fpontc tuos habitafle penates 

Cynthius, & famulas veniffc ad Hmina Mufas 1 55 

At non fponte domum tamen idem, & regis adivit 

Rura Pheretiadae coelo fugitivns Apollo ; 

Ille licet magnum Alciden fufceperat hofpes j 

Tantum ubi clamofos placuit vitare bubulcos, 

Nobilc manfueti cefHt Chironis in antrum, 6t 

Irriguos inter faltus frondofaque te£la 

Peneium prope rivum : ibi faepc fub ilice nigri 

Ad cytherae ftrepttum blanda prece viftus amici 

Exilii duros lenibat voce labores. 

Turn neqve ripa fuo, barathro nee fixa fub imo 65 

Saxa ftetere loco, nutat Trachinia rupes, 

Nee fentit folitas, immania pondera, fylvas, 

Emotaeque fuis properant de collibus omi, 

Mulcenturque novo maculofi carmine lynces. 

Diis dile^le fenex, tc Jupiter aequus oportet 70 

Nafcentem^ & miti luitrarit lumine Phoebus, 

3 AtlaixtlOa^^ 
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Atlantifque nepos $ neque enim nifi charus ab ortu ■■ 

Diit fuperist poterit magno favifle poetae. 

Hinc longaeva tibi lento fub flore fene^s 

Vemat, & ^fonios lucratur vivida fufos, 7; 

Nondum deciduos fervans tibi frontis honores, 

Ingeniumque vigens, & adultum mentis acumen. 

O mihi (i mea fors takm concedat amicum 

Phoebxos decorafle viros qui tarn bene norit, 

SI quando indigenas revocabo in carmina rcges» So* 

Arturumque etiam fub terns bella moventem ; 

Aut dicam invi6be fociali fccdere menfae.. 

Magnanimos Heroas, & (O modo fpiritns adfit) 

Frangam Saxonicas Britonum fub Maite phalanges. 

Tsindem ubi non tacitae permenfus tempora^vitae, t^; 

AnnonimquaB fatur cineii fua jura relinquam, 

Ille mihi le^lo madidis aftaret ocellis, 

Aftanti fat erit (i dicam fim tibi ciiroe 3 ., 

Ille meos artus liventi morte folutos 

Curaret parva componi molliter uma. . 90. 

Forfltan & nofbos ducat de marmore vultus, 

Neflens aut Paphia myrti aut Pamaifide lauri 

Fronde comas, at ego fecura pace quicfcam. 

Turn quoque, fi qua fides, fi pnemia certa bononim, 

Ipfe ego caelicolum femotus in aethera divum, 95 

Quo labor & mens pura vehuat, atque ignea virtuSy , 

Secreti haec aliqua mundl de. parte videbo 

Quantum fata fmunt) & tata mente ferenum . 

Ridens purpureo fulFundar lumine vultus, 

£t flmul sthei*eo plaudam mihi Iseuis Olympo. loa 

EPITA- 
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EPITAPH! UM DAMONISV 
Argumbntum* 

Thyrfit & Damon ejufdem victnue. paftores, eadem. 
ftudia fequuti a .pueritia amici erant, ut qui pluri- 
mum. Thyrfis animi causa profe6bis peregre de- 

^ obitu Damonis nuncium accepit. Domum poftea 
revcrfua, & rem . ita cflfe • comperto> fc,, fuamque 
folitudinem hoc carmine deplorat. Damjonis autem 
fub perfona hic intelligitur Carolus Deodatus ex urbe 
Hetruriae Luca patcrno genere onundus, caetera An- 

^ gius ; ingenio, docirina, clariflunifque cxteris virtu« 
tibus> dum viveret> juvcnit egregius. 

HIMERIDES nymphac (nam vos & Daphnin 
& Hylan, 
Etplorata diu meminiftis fata Bionis) 
Dicite Sicelicum Thamefina per opj>ida carmen : 
Quas mifer efftidit voces, quae murmura Thyrfis, 
£t quibus afliduis exercuit antra querelis, 5 

Fluminaque, fontefque vagos, nemorumque receflus, 
Dum fibi praereptum queritur Damona, neque altam 
Lu6Ubus exemit no^em loca (bla pererrans. 
£t jam bis viridi furgebat culmu« arifta, 
£t totidem flavas numerabant horrea meffes, 10 

£x quo fumma dies tulerat Damona fub umbras, 

* comperiens Edit. Fenton. 

Ncc 
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Nee dum aderat Thyrfis ; paftorem fcilicet ilium 
Dulcis amor Mbfite Thufca i^dnebat in \irbe. 
Aft ubi mens explete domum, pecorifque reli^i 
Cura yocat, funul afltieta feditque fub uhno, 15 

Tum vero amiflum turn denique fen tit amicum, 
Coepit 8c immenfum fie exonerare dcdorem. 

Ite domum irapafti, domino jam non vttcat, agni, 
Hei mihi ! quas terris, qus dicam numina coelo, 
Poftquam te immiti rapuerunt funerc Damon ! 10 

Srceine nos linquis, tua fie fine nomine virtus 
Ibit, & obfcuris numero fisciabitur umbris > 
At non ille, animas virgE qui dividit aurea, 
Ifta velit, dignumque tui te dueat in agmen, 
Ignavumque procul peeus arceat omne filentum. t$ 

Ite domum impafti, domino jam non vacat, agni. 
Quicquid erit, certe nifi me lupus ante videbit, 
Tndcplorato non eomminuerc fepuichro, 
tonftabitque tuus tibi hones, longuraque vigebit 
Inter paftores : lUi tibi vota fecundo 30 

Solvere poft Daphnin, poft Daphnin diecre laudes 
Gaudebunt, dum rura Pales, dum Faunus amabit : 
Si quid id eft, prifeamque fidem coluifle, piumque, 
Palladiafque artes, fociumque habuifle canoKum. 

Ite domum impafti, domino jam non vacat, agni. 35 
Hace tibi eerta manent, tibi erunt hafe pi-semia Damon, 
At mihi quid tandem fiet modo ? quis mihi fidus 
Haerebit lateri comes, ut tu faepe folebas 
Frigoribus duris, & per loea foeta pruinis, 
Aut rapido fub fiale, fiti morientibus herbis ? 40 

Sive opus in magnos fuit eminus ire leones, 

Aut 
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Aut avidos terrere lupos praefepibus altis ; 
Quis fando fopire diem^ cantiique folebit ? 

Ite domum impafti, domino jam son vacat, agni* 
Peclora c\}i credam ? quis me lenire docebit 45 

Mordaces curas, quis longam fallere no£lem 
Dulcibus alloquiisy grata cum flbilat igni 
MoIIe pyrum> 8c nucibus ftrepitat focus, at malus aufter 
Mifcet cun£la foris, & defuper intonat lUmo ? 

Ite domum impafti, domino jam non vacat, RgnL 
Aut aeftate, dies medio dum vertltur axe. 
Cum Pan xfculea fomnum capit abditus umbra, 
£t repetunt fub aquis fibi nota fedilia nymphae, 
Paftorefque latent, ftertit fub fepe colonus, 
Q^is mihi blanditiafque tuas, quis tum mihi rifus, 55 
Cecropiofque Tales referet, cultofque lepores?. 

Ite domum impafti, domino jam non vacat, agni. 
At jam folus agros, jam pafcua folus oberro, 
Sicubi ramofae denfantur vallibus umbrafe, 
I|lc ferum cxpe6lo, fupra caput imber 8c Eurus 60 
Trifte fonant, fra£lasque agitata crepufcula fylvse. 

Ite domum impafti, domino jam non vacat, agni. 
Heu- quam culta mihi priiis arva procacibus herbis 
Involvuntur, & ipfa iitu feges alta fatifcit f 
Innuba negle6lo marcefcit 8c uva racemo, ^5 

Nee myrteta juvant ; ovium quoque tasdet, at illae 
Mcerent, inque fuum convertunt ora magiftrum. 

Ite domum impaiH, domino jam non vacat, mgni* 
Tityrus ad corylos vocat, Alphifiboeus ad omoft. 
Ad (alicM Aegon, ad flimiina pulcher Amyntat, 70 
Hlc gelidi fonteij hk illitt gramina mufco>. . 

Vol. III. u Htc 
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Hic Zephyri, hic plMidas lfiterfti%pit arbutus undii i 
Ifta canunt furdlo, frufice* ego iiaftus abibam. 

Itc domum inipafti> domirto jam non vacat, agni. 
MopAis ad haftc, nam me redeuntem forte notarat, 75 
(Et callebat avium lingnas, 8c iidera Mopfus) 
Thyrfi quid hoc ? dixit, quae te coquit improba bilis ? 
Aut it perdit amor, aut te ma)e fafcinat aftrum, 
Satumi grave facpe fuit paftoribus aftrum^ 
IntimaquC obliquo figit praecordia plumbo. So 

Ite domum impafti, dofniDo jam non vacat, agni. 
Mirantiir nymphae, & quid te Thyrfi futurum eft? 
Quid til>i vis ? aiunt, non haec folet eife juventae 
Nubila frons, oculique truces, vultufque feveri. 
Ilia choros, lufufque levts, & Temper amorem t5 

Jure petit, bis ille mifer qui ferus amavit. 

Ite domum impafti, domino jam non vacat, agni. 
Venit Hyas, Dryop^que, & filia Baucidis ^gle 
Do6la modes, cithaneque fciens, fed perdita faftu, 
Venit Idumanli Chloris vicina ftucnti j ^e 

Nil me blanditia, nil me folantia verba. 
Nil me, fi quid adeft, movet, aut fpes ulla fiituri. 

Ite domum impafti, domino jam non vacat, agnk 
Hei mihi quam fimiles ludunt per prata juvenci, 
Omnes unanimi fccum fibi lege fodales, «> 

Nee magis hunc alio quifquam fecernit amicum 
De grege, fi denfi veniunt ad pabula thoes, 
Inque vicem hirfuti paribus Junguntur onagri : 
Lex eadem pelagi, deferto in littore Proteus 
Agmina phocarum numerat, vilifque volucrum loa 
Pafler habet Temper quicum fit, & omnia circum 

Farra 
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Fanra Hbent voUtot* fer^ fua tt&n reviftfn*, 
Quem fi fors letho objcctt, ffia miWui iduaco 
Fata tulk roftnoj ftu flravit suundinc foflbr, 
Frotinus ille aliym focio petit indc vobtu. 
Nob durum gCQiis, & diris cxcrcita lati$ 
^BDchs homincf alien a atiiijiis, & pe£tqre difcors, 
^^^^k fib I quifque parem dc miUibus invcnit uivom, 
Aut (i Ibrs dedcdt tsadtrm non iTpcrA votis » 
riiufn Inopln^ dies qui tioti f{>crav£r3s horn 3 

Siirrlpit, ^iciiiuni linqtiens In i^cula damnum. 

Jtc doTnum impa!l:i, domifio jam non racat, agni 
ley qviis me tgnotas traxJt ^agijs error in <jra.s 
Ire per »l'rea« rupcA^ Alpcmqui: nti'dlam ! 
^^Scqtiid ct^t tanti Romnm vidiiTc fepulunii 
^HrQuamvlK ilLi ft^rpt^ ijnAlcm dwm vifcrct oltmi 
^■^k^nu Ipll' ru3% &' ovc« & rtim r(liqtiit|) 
^Bvt le t^im duki paribn tannic fodak'g 

Tqt fyt?a)i, tot fnxa ttbit HuTbfqu^ ibnontei l 
Ah ccrU CKtrtmiim liciJilTvt tangrrr drvtr^trit 
itt bene compofitoi* pUtkle moncntif. ocelif^ti 
: dixtlle ^U* nnftrt m^mtir ibi» atj 4ilra* 
Itt dcimtitn Ttnpjili], doir 
luainquam emm vtJiri jiu ^ 
faftofiei Thu&it Mullt c]>fr»t;t |uvcniui| 

qiih g^tiui^ U0cli* |wtji LucDm&nU ab ur!ic. 

I ego qiiiritofl L! , ': .;! Ar«i 

Murmuraf ;^p I i<»r tier ba, 
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£t potui Lycidae certantem audire Menalcam. 
Ipfe etiam tentare aufus fum, nee puto multum 
Difplicui, nam funt & apad me munera veftra 
Fifcellsy calathique, tc cerea vincla cicuue, 13^ 

Quin & noftra fuas docuerunt nomina fagot 
£t Datis, & FrancinuSy crant & Tocibut ambo 
£t ftudiis notiy Lydorum fangulnis ambo. 

Ite domum impafti» domino jam non vacat, agni. 
Hsc mihi tum Iseto di^labat rofcida luna, i^ 

Dum folus teneros claadebam Cratibut hoedot. 
Ah quoties dixi, cum te cinis ater habebat. 
Nunc canit, aut lepori nunc tendit retia Damont 
Vimina nunc texit, varios fibi quod fit in ufut I 
£t quae turn facili fperabam mente futura 145 

Arripui vote leris, & praefentia finxi, 
Heus bone numquid agis ? nifi te quid forte retardat, 
Imus ? & arguta pauliim recubamus in umbra, 
Aut ad aquas Colni, aut ubi jugera Caffibelaunt f 
Tu mihi percurres medicos, tua gramina, fuccos, 150 
Helleborumque, humilefque crocos, foliumque hya- 

cinthi, 
Quafque habet ifta palus herbas, artefque medentunu 
Ah pereant herbae, pereant artefque medenturo, 
Gramina, poftquam ipfi nil profecere magiftro. 
Ipfe etiam, nam nefcio quid mihi grande fonabat 15 
Fiftula, ab undecima }am lux eft altera no^le, 
£t tum forte novis admoram labra cicutis, 
DifTiluere tamen rupta compage, nee ultra 
Ferre graves potuere fonos, dubito quoque ne fim 
TurgiduluSy tamen & refenmi^ vos cedite fylvae* x 
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.- Ite domum impafti, domino jam non vacat, agni. 
Ipfe ego Dardanias Rutupina per aequora puppes 
Dicam, & Pandrafidos regnum vetus InogeniaB, 
Bremiumque Arvigarumque duces, prifcumque Beli- 

num, 
£t tandem Armoricos Britonum Tub lege Golono8 j 16 § 
Tum gravidam Arturo fatali fraude logemen^ 
Mendaces vultus, afliimptaque Gorlois arma» 
Merlini dolus. O mihi tum (1 vita fupei*{it» 
Tu procul annofa pendebis fiftula pinu 
Mtiltiim oblita mihi, aut patriis mutata Camcenis 170 
Brittonicum ftrides, quid enim ? omnia non licet uni 
Non fperafle uni licet omnia, mi fatis ampla 
Mcrcesy. & mihi grande decus ((im ignotus in aevum 
Tum licet, cxtemo penitufque inglorius orbi) 
Si me fiava comas legat Ufa, & potor Alauni, 175 
Vorticibufque frequens Abra, & nenius omne Treantae, 
£t Thamefis meus ante omnes, 8c fufca metallis 
Tamara, & extremis me difcant Orcades undis. 

Ite domum impafti, domino jam non vacat, agni. 
Haec tibi fervabam lenta fub cortice lauri, x8o 

Hsecy & {4ura iimul, tum qus mihi pocula Manfus, 
Manfus Chalcidicae non ultima gloria ripae, 
Bina dedit, minim artis opus, mirandus 8c ipfe, 
Et circum gemino calavei*at argumento : 
In medio nibri maris unda, 8c odoriferum ver, 185 
Littora looga Arabum, & fudantes balfama iylv9B» 
Has inter Phoenix divina avis, unica terns 
Coenile(^ ftilgens diverficoloribus alis 
Auroram vitreis furgentem refpicit undii • 

U 3 ?^S\!t 
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Parte al'ra polus omnipatens, 8c magnus Olympus, 190 
Quis putet ? hie quoque Amor pi£la^ue in nube pharetrt^, 
Arma cortifca faces, & fptcula tm6hi pyropo; 
Nee tenues animas, peflufque ignobile vulgi 
HIne ferity at circum flammantia lumina torqtiens 
Semper in creftum fpargit ftia tela pcrt)rbes 195 

Impiger, 8c pronos nunquam collimat ad idLtin 
Hine mentes ardere facrse, formaeque deornm. 

Tu quoque in his, nee me fallit ipes lubrica-, Dttnton, 
Tu quoque in his eert^ es, nam quo tua dukrs abiret, 
San6laque fimplicitas, nam qnd tua Candida virtus ? • 
Nee te Lethaeo fas quaefivifle fub oreo, 
Nee tibi conveniunt lacryraae, nee flebimus trkrl, 
Itc procul lacrymae, purum colit sethera Damon, 
iSthera purus habet, pluvium pede reppulit arcum ; 
Heroumque animas inter, divofque perennes, aoj 

^thereos haurit latices & gaudia potat 
Ore faero. Quin tu coeli poft jura recepta 
Dexter ades, placidufque fave quicunqiie vocaris, 
Seu tu nofter eris Damon, five aequior audis 
Diodotus, quo te divino nomine cun6li 110 

Coelieolae norint, fylvifque \rocabere Damon. 
Quod tibi purpureus pudor, & fine labe juventus 
Grata fuit, quod nulla tori libata voluptas. 
En etiam tibi virginei fervantur honores j 
Ipfe caput nitidum cinftus rutilante corona, 115 

Laet^que frondentis geftans umbracula palmse 
Sternum perages immortales hymenseos 5 
Cantus ubi, choreifi^ue furit lyra mifta beatiSy 
Ftfta Sionaeo bacchantur & Orgia thyrfo. 

Jan. 
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Jan. 23, 164.6. ^ 

AD JOANNEM R0U8IUM, 
OxoNiENsis Academic Bibliothecarium. 

Pe libro Poematum amiflb, quem ille fibi denuo mitti 
poftulabat, ut cum aliis noftris in Bibliotheca publica 
reponerety Ode. 

Strophe i. 

GEMELLE cuitu fimplici gaudent Hber^ 
Fronde licet geroina, 
Munditi^que nitens non operosai 
Quam manut attulit 

Juvenilis olim, 5 

Sedula tamen baud nimii poetaei 
Dum vagus Aufonias nunc per umbrasy 
Nunc Britannica per vireta hifit 
Infons populiy barbitoque devius 
Induifit patrio, mox itidem pe£line Daunio to 

Longinquum intonuit melos 
Vicinis, & humum vix tetigit pede j 

Antiftrophe. 

Q^is te, panre liber, quis te fratribus 

Subdaxit reliquis dolo f 

Cum tu miflus ab urbe, 15 

DoAo jugiter obfecrante amicoi ^ 

lUuftre tendebas iter 

Thamefis ad incunabula 

Coenilei patrit , 

U 4 Fotvtec 
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Pontes ubi limpidi 
Aqinidum, thyafufque (acer 
Orbi notus per immenfot 
Tempomin lapfus redeunte coeloj 
Celeberque fiiturus in aevum ; 

Strophe «• 
Modo quis deus, ant editus deo 
Priftinam gentis miferatus indolem 
(Si fatit nozas luimus priores, 
Mollique luxu degener otium) 
ToUat nefandos civium tumultus, 
Almaque revocet fhidia fan^s, 
£t relegatas fine fede Mufas 
Jam pen^ totis finibus Angligenum ; 
Immundafque volucres 
Unguibus imminentes 
Figat Apollinea pharetra, 
Phin^amque abigat peftem procul amne Pegafco. 

Anti(b-ophe. 
Quin tUy iibelle, nuntii licet mala 
Fide, vel ofcitantia 
Semel erraveris agmine fratrum. 
Sen quis tc teneat fpecus. 
Sen qua te latebra, forfan unde vili 
Callo tereris inftitoris infulfi, 
Lxtare felir^ en iterum tibi 
Spes nova fulget polTe profundam 
Fugere Lethen, vehique fuperam 
In Jovis aulam remige pcnna i 

Stropl 
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Strophe 3« 

Nam te Roiifius fui 

Optat peculi> numeroque jufto 

Sibi poUicitum queritur abefle, 

Rogatque veniat ille cvjus inclyta 5« 

Sunt data virum monumenta curae s 

Teque wiftii etiam facris 

Voluit reponi, quibus & ipfe pneiklet 

iEternonim openim cuftot fidelity 

Quaeftorque gazae nobilioriss 55 

Quam cui prsefuit Ion 

Ciarut Erechtheides 

Opuienta del per temp] a parentis 

Fulvofque tripodas, donaque DelphicSf 

Ion Afbca genitus Creusa. 60 

Antiftrophe. 

Ergo tn vifere lucos 

Mufanun ibis amoenos, 

Diamque Phoebi rurfus ibis in domumy 

Oxonia quam yalle colit * 

Delo pofthabitly 65 

Bifidoque PamaiE jugo s 

Ibic honeftnsy 

Poftquam egregiam tu quoqne ibrtem 

Na6his abisy dextri prece foUicitatus amid* 

lUic leg^ris inter alta nomina 74 

Authonim, Grais fimul & Latinae 

Antiqua gentis lumina^ U verum decut. 



Ad Christinam Suecorum Reginam nomine 
Cromwelli *. " 

BEUipotens Virgo, fcptem Regina Tribntma, 
Chriftina, Arftoi lucida ftella poli, 
Cemis qua't nervi 4ura Tub caflidc tvngAS, 

Utque ftuft armlv impiger ora ten 9: 
Invia fatorum datu per veftigia mtor, 

Exequor et p^puti Portia foila aiaaui. 
Aft tibi fubmittit frontem reverentior umbra { 
Nee funt hi vultus Regibus ufque truces. 

Translation, from Toland's Life of Milton. 

BRIGHT martial maid, queen of the frozen zone^ 
The northern pole fupports thy fhming throne j 
Behold what furrows age and fteel can ph)w. 
The helmet's weight opprefs'd this wrinlded brow. 
Through fate^s untrodden paths I move, my hands 
Still 9B. my free-bom people^s bold commands t 
Yet this ftem ihade to you fubmits his frowns» 
Nor are thefi: looju always fevere to crowds. 

• Thefe verfes were fent to Chriftina Queen of Swe- 
den with Cromwell's pi6lure, and are by fome afcribed 
to Andrew Marvel, as by others to Milton : but I 
(hould rather think they were Milton's, being more 
within his province as Latin Secretary. 



A FiLA.<i-^ 



I 
I 
I ' |to MILTON'S POEMSw 

A FRAGMENT, from the Italian; 

Addiefled to a young Lady, at Florence, who did afC 
underftand £ngti(h. 

WHEN, in yonr language, I, unikillM, addreft 
Thefliort-pac'd efforU of atranunel'd Mu&i 
Soft Italy's fair critics round Me preisj 
And my miftaking paffion thus accufe. 

Why, to our tongue's difgrace, does thy dumb love 
Strive, in rough found, foft meaning to impart?' 

He muft fele£^ his words who fpeaks to move. 
And point his purpofe at the hearer' s heart* 

Then laughing they repeat my languid lays 
Nymphs of thy native clime, perhaps — they cry. 

For whom thou haft a tongue, may feel thy praife | 
But we muft underftand ere we comply ! 

Do thou, my foul's foft hope, thefe triflers awe ! 

Tell them, 'tis nothing, how, or what, I write | 
Since love from filent looks can language draw. 

And fcoms the lame impertinence of wit. 
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